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LISBURN  & CASTLEREAGH CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held in the Island Civic Centre, The 
Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 23 June 2015 at 7:00 pm 
 
 
PRESENT:  
 
  

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R T Beckett 
 
Aldermen D Drysdale, W J Dillon MBE, A G Ewart, 
M Henderson MBE, T Jeffers, S Martin and S P Porter  
 
Councillors N Anderson, B Bloomfield, R Butler, S Carson,  
P Catney, A P Ewing, J Gallen, O Gawith, A Givan, 
A Grehan, B Hanvey, V Kamble, U Mackin, A McIntyre,  
B Mallon, T Mitchell, T Morrow, Jenny Palmer, John Palmer,  
L C Poots, M H Tolerton and R Walker 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Chief Executive 
Director of Corporate Services 
Director of Development and Planning 
Director of Leisure and Community Services 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Finance and IT  
Head of Central Support Services 
Head of MCU, Miss A Goddard 
Transition Manager 
Community Planning Manager 
IT Manager 
Committee Secretary 
Attendance Clerk 
Technician 
 
 

 
Commencement of Meeting  
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, having welcomed everyone present 
to the June Meeting of Council, reported that in line with new legislation the proceedings of 
the Meeting were being recorded. 
 

 
Prayers 
 
At the invitation of The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, Pastor Jimmy 
Ritchie, Hillsborough Elim Pentecostal Church, addressed the Council and read a passage 
of scripture followed by prayers.  
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1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, having welcomed those 

members of the public who were seated in the Public Gallery, requested that all mobile 
phones be switched off for the duration of the meeting.   

 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked Pastor Ritchie for having conducted the 

service at short notice at Market Place, Lisburn, where six soldiers had lost their lives 
as a result of a bomb explosion on the evening of the Lisburn Fun Run and Half 
Marathon event in 1988.  

 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor welcomed the fact that the family of one of soldiers 

that had been killed on the night of the Lisburn Fun Run in 1988 had been in 
attendance at this event.  

 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor proceeded to outline the engagements that he had 

attended during the month, including: 
 

-     a number of receptions in the Mayor’s Parlour for groups and individuals for 
various good causes 
 

-     the Inaugural Ceremony of the Consulate General of the People’s Republic of 
China in Belfast last week where he together with the Chief Executive met the 
Consulate General and also the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
 

-     the 21 Gun Salute at Hillsborough Castle to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s 
Official Birthday 
 

-     The exhibition and trade fair at Andrews Ingredients, Lisburn, to mark the 70th 
anniversary of Andrews Ingredients in Lisburn at which there were clients from 
Germany, Holland and France 
 

-     The UDR Regimental Association’s annual service at Christ Church, Lisburn on 
Sunday 14 June 2015.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked Members for 
their attendance and also the Council Officers and staff who had assisted at this 
event. 
 

-     The annual Lisburn City Fun Run and Half Marathon event on Wednesday 17 
June.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor put on record his thanks to everyone who 
had attended on the evening either by taking part or assisting at the event, all 
proceeds having gone to his Mayoral Charity, the Mary Peters Trust.   
 

-     The Taekwondo championships in the National Badminton Centre, Lisburn on 
Saturday 20 June 2015.  A number of local competitors had been successful in 
winning medals at this international event 
 

-     Saintfield Show at the Balmoral Park on Saturday 20 June 2015 
 

-     Flag raising ceremony on the morning of Monday 22 June 2015 to mark the start 
of Armed Forces Week. The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked those Members 
who had attended and also Officers and staff who had assisted on this occasion.  
He also thanked the efforts of the Head of Central Administration who had to  
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1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor (Cont’d) 
 

organise at very short notice an audio recording as the Bugler had not turned up that 
morning. 

 
 
2. Apologies 
 

At this juncture The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, advised the 
Council of the passing earlier that day of Major (Rtd) John Jamieson TD who had 
enlisted in the Royal Irish Fusiliers during the early 1960s and had risen to the rank 
of Sergeant and later posted to Gibraltar.  He had been eventually posted to 
Northern Ireland attached to the 4th Battalion of the Royal Rangers. On completion of 
regular service Major Jamieson joined the Territorial Army where he served within 
204 Field Hospital and achieved the rank of Major and the award of the Territorial 
Decoration. 
 
It was agreed that apologies for non attendance at the Meeting be recorded on 
behalf of the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath, Aldermen W A Leathem,  
G Rice MBE and J Tinsley, Councillors J Baird, A Girvin, J Gray MBE, H Legge,  
J McCarthy and S Skillen. 
 

 

3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

Declarations of conflicts of interest were made by: 
 
 Alderman M Henderson – in respect of item 9.2  ‘Review of HSC Commissioning 

Arrangements’ – in view of his membership of the South Eastern Local Commissioning 
Group. 

 
 At this juncture Alderman S P Porter enquired from the Chief Executive if Members 

were required to repeat any declarations of interest that Members had declared at 
Committee during the month.  The Chief Executive stated that it was good practice to 
declare an interest again at Meetings of Council. 

 
 Alderman S P Porter declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4.2 of the Leisure and 

Community Development Minute of 2 June 2015 ‘Social Investment Fund Projects: 
Extension to Laganview Enterprise Centre and Redevelopment of West Lisburn 
Community’ due to his membership of the local area Board of the Social Investment 
Fund. 

 
 Councillor R Butler declared an interest in respect of item 9.9 ‘The Northern Ireland 

Fire and Rescue Service’ in view of his employment by the Northern Ireland Fire and 
Rescue Service. 

 
 Councillor U Mackin declared an interest in item 6.16 of the Minutes of the Corporate 

Services Committee of 9 June 2015 ‘Beechlawn School Hillsborough: 6th Form Entry – 
September 2015’ in view of his membership of the Board of Governors of that School. 
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3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest (Cont’d) 
 
 Councillor A P Ewing declared an interest in item 9.2 ‘Review of HSC Commissioning 

Arrangements’ in view of his membership of the South Eastern Local Commissioning 
Group  

 
 
4. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman Michael Henderson, seconded by Alderman  
A G Ewart, and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 26 May 
2015 be adopted and signed. 
 

 
5.       Matters Arising  

 
   There were no matters arising. 
 
6. Deputation 
 
 6.1   Northern Ireland Ombudsman – Presentation on the Northern Ireland Local    
         Government Code of Conduct for Councillors 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, on behalf of the Council, 
extended a welcome to Dr Tom Frawley, the Northern Ireland Commissioner for 
Complaints, and Ms Jacqueline O’Brien, Director of Local Government Standards, 
who were in attendance at the Meeting in order to present to Members on guidance 
on the Northern Ireland Local Government Code of Conduct for Councillors. 
 
With the aid of PowerPoint Dr Frawley presented an overview of the Local 
Government Code of Conduct during which he discussed:- 
 
- the key aspects of the Code of Conduct; namely, rules that apply at all times, 

respect for others and freedom of Expression, registration and declaration of 
interests and planning matters 

- key messages in the Commissioners Guidance 
- the Commissioner’s Role, and 
- the Commissioner’s Role – Future Plans 
 
During the presentation Dr Frawley elaborated on the Commissioner’s role of 
investigation and adjudication of complaints, and stated that the Code of Conduct 
was as much about protection for councillors. 
 

 Following the presentation Dr Frawley responded to questions from Members in 
 regard to: 
 

-     the issue of freedom of expression.  Councillor N Anderson expressed concern 
about a particular case when the adjudicator had ruled against the politician 
 

-     the fact there was a different Code of Conduct for Members of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly.  Dr Frawley stated that the two Codes were different, one 
having been devised by the Assembly’s Standards Committee and the Local  
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 6.1   Northern Ireland Ombudsman – Presentation on the Northern Ireland Local    
           Government Code of Conduct for Councillors (Cont’d) 

 
Government Code by the Department of the Environment, Local Government 
Policy Division. 
 

-     the comments Dr Frawley had made in a press statement last year which had put 
councils in a bad light.  Dr Frawley stated that it was unfortunate that the media 
had chosen the particular ‘sound bite’ for this article and apologised to the 
Council for any attack on its integrity on that occasion. 
 

-     the benefit of quoting of local case examples in the Code of Conduct 
 

-     the practice of politicians who ‘tap’ or request donations from organisations 
Dr Frawley stated that the practice of ‘tapping’ was a breach of the Code of 
Conduct and would warrant investigation. 
 

-     the Minister for the Environment’s decision to review Section 8 of the Code of 
Conduct, ie. Rules Relating to Decision Making. 

 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, thanked Dr Frawley and  
 Ms O’Brien for their presentation following which they left the Meeting (8.05 pm). 
 
 It was agreed that the presentation by the Northern Ireland Commissioner for 
 Complaints be noted. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 
 On a proposal by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, it 

was agreed that:- 
 
  7.1  Legal Documents 

  
The following legal document be signed at the Meeting:- 

 
 The Representative Body of the Church of Ireland incorporated under the name of 

The Representative Church Body of Church of Ireland House, Church Avenue, 
Rathmines, Dublin to Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council – Lease of car park at 
Ballynahinch Street, Hillsborough, County Down for a term of 10 years from 27 May 
2012. 

 
The Director of Environmental Services responded to a question from Councillor 
John Palmer in regard to the above-mentioned legal document. 
 
 

8.      Report of Committees and Adoption of Recommendations 
 

It was agreed that the Minutes and Recommendations of the undernoted Meetings be 
adopted, subject to any changes or additions recorded below:- 
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Leisure and Community Development    2 June 2015 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
   Seconded by Councillor A McIntyre 
 
Other Matter 
 
Lisburn Fun Wednesday 17 June 2015 
 
Alderman S P Porter welcomed the success of this year’s Fun Run which had been 
bigger and better than ever in terms of participants and volunteers. Alderman Porter 
requested the Director to convey the Committee’s thanks and appreciation to all 
Officers and staff who had assisted in any way with this event.  He also welcomed 
the fact that the Mayoral Charity and other worthwhile charities had benefited from 
the success of this event. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Item 4.12  Page 177 
Community Support Grant Awards 2015 2016 
 
Alderman S P Porter welcomed the fact that a total of grants recommended for award 
had been £147,374 and hoped that all the groups that had obtained an award would 
continue their excellent work.  Alderman Porter put on record his thanks to Council 
Officers and staff for their efforts in administering the Community Support Grant 
Award scheme. 
 
Special Leisure and Community Development Committee        15 June 2015 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
   Seconded by Councillor A McIntyre 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Item 4.2  Page 237 
Community Festivals Awards 2015 
 
Alderman S P Porter welcomed the total grant of £54,000 which had been available 
to community groups through the Council’s Community Festivals Award Scheme, and 
commended the on-going work of the Resurgam Trust.  Alderman Porter also 
thanked those community groups that had participated in this scheme. 
 
Alderman S Martin concurred with Alderman S P Porter’s comments. 
 
Alderman Martin referred to an issue that he had raised with the Chief Executive’s 
Office concerning the Fun Run event.  Alderman Porter stated that Council Officers 
were working on the matter raised. 
 
Councillor R Butler proposed that in view of a community group from Stoneyford 
having been unsuccessful in obtaining an award through the Council’s Community 
Festivals Award Scheme this group avail of funding that may be available through the 
Council’s Good Relations Fund.  Councillor Butler outlined to the Council the  
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Item 4.2  Page 237 
Community Festivals Awards 2015 (Cont’d) 
 
background on the work of the Community Group in Stoneyford and also meetings 
that he had recently. 
 
The Director of Leisure and Community Services responded to issues concerning 
Councillor Butler’s proposal and stated that two Community Groups from Stoneyford 
had been unsuccessful and that they were entitled to apply to the Community Festival 
Fund’s appeal process.  The Director stated that there could be a difficulty in one 
unsuccessful group being selected over another to obtain financial assistance from 
the Good Relations funding. 
 
Alderman S P Porter acknowledged that a lot of hard work had been carried out by 
community groups in Stoneyford in recent times.  He also referred to the fact that four 
other groups had also been unsuccessful in their application to the Community 
Festivals Fund this year and requested that as this was now a new Council the 
Director reconsider the entrance criteria as the current criteria was too stringent.  He 
also expressed concern that one particular group could potentially secure more 
funding from the Good Relations Fund than a successful applicant to the Community 
Festivals Scheme. Alderman Porter warned caution in regard to the proposal by 
Councillor R Butler as it would be setting a precedent for the future. 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer whilst having commended Councillor R Butler on the work 
he was undertaking with the Community Groups in Stoneyford, indicated that she 
supported the issues raised by Alderman S P Porter on this occasion.  Councillor 
Jenny Palmer was of the opinion that some of the processes of the Community 
Festivals Scheme required to be addressed, particularly around the definition of 
community and cultural groups, and requested further information in this regard from 
the Director. 
 
At this juncture The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, having 
referred to schedule 2 of the Northern Ireland Local Government Act in relation to 
‘Exempt information’ reminded the Council that the meeting was not “in Committee” 
and warned caution to Members about revealing information that would likely reveal 
the identity of individuals. 
 
Alderman M Henderson spoke in support of Councillor R Butler’s proposal. 
 
Alderman S Martin commended Councillor R Butler for having taken leadership on 
this issue and for having achieved significant results.  Alderman Martin stated that he 
supported Alderman S P Porter’s view on the matter, but that it would be remiss of 
the Council not to support Councillor R Butler on his work in Stoneyford and that it 
was important that the Council considered all the issues raised during this discussion 
over the coming months. 
 
Councillor Pat Catney also commended the efforts of Councillor R Butler with the 
communities in Stoneyford, but indicated that he could not support Councillor Butler’s 
proposal as due processes should be adhered to. 
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Item 4.2  Page 237 
Community Festivals Awards 2015 (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor R Butler thanked those Members for some of their kind remarks and for the 
support that had been offered to him. Councillor Butler indicated that having reflected 
on the comments by both Alderman S Martin and Councillor P Catney, he was 
withdrawing his proposal.   Councillor Butler expressed the view that time was critical 
in this instance and that he did not want to see his efforts wasted and would wish to 
be involved in taking this matter forward. 
 
Councillor R Butler left the Meeting at 8.38 pm  
 
Environmental Services Committee          3 June 2015 
Proposed by Councillor B Hanvey  
  Seconded by Councillor T Mitchell 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Page 184   Item 5.12 
Accommodation Needs 
 
Councillor U Mackin asked for clarification in regard to the accommodation needs for 
Environmental Services as it was on record that Lagan Valley Island could not 
accommodate the co-location of the service units.  Councillor Mackin stated that he 
recalled an exercise on accommodation needs at Lagan Valley Island having been 
carried out last year. 
 
In response the Director of Corporate Services reported that a review of the Estates 
Strategy would be carried out early next year and also that an accommodation review 
for Environmental Services was being reported to Council at its next meeting.  The 
Director undertook to research the findings of the initial scoping exercise in relation to 
accommodation needs at Lagan Valley Island, as referred to by Councillor U Mackin. 
 
Page 185  Item 5.16 
Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) Grant Application 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer welcomed the LAQM grant application (2015/2016) 
regarding continued monitoring of local air quality, it being noted that there had been 
concern in the past that the Council would not be able to monitor the air quality in the 
Dunmurry area. 
 
 
Development Committee            3 June 2015 
Proposed by Alderman A G Ewart 
   Seconded by Alderman W J Dillon 
 
Adopted subject to the following: 
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Page 192 Item 4(a) 
Queensway/The Cutts 
 
The wording “into Dunmurry Village” being replaced with “from McKinstry Road onto 
The Cutts.” 
 
The revised sentence to read: 
 
a) Queensway/The Cutts  Councillor M H Tolerton welcomed the ‘Collision 

Remedial’ works that had been completed to date at the right turn into the Cutts 

but expressed concern in regard to the junction at the far end of this road, ie. 

turning right from McKinstry Road onto The Cutts. Mr Monaghan agreed to 

look into this matter again.  

Page 193 Item (e) 
 A49 Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn  

 
The wording be changed to read 
 
A49 Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn  - Councillor U Mackin referred to the remedial work 
that was programmed for a retaining wall on the A49 Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn, 
and pointed out that a stretch of road of approximately 7-8 miles had been 
improved, and enquired if there was any opportunity to repair a further smaller 
stretch of road of approximately 2/3 of a mile, on either side of the retaining 
wall which was programmed for repair.  Mr Monaghan stated that whilst such 
projects were subject to funding levels and that the urgent repairs were carried out in 
the first instance agreed to liaise with the relevant personnel on this matter. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Page 191  Item 4  
Transport NI – Eastern Division 
Presentation of Spring Report 2015  
 
Councillor John Palmer requested that consideration be given to Transport NI 
presenting at Full Council in future, rather than at the Development Committee, 
where all Members of Council were normally in attendance. 

  
Members were reminded that all Members of Council are entitled to attend any 
Committee Meeting. 
 
It was agreed to continue with the current practice of Transport NI presenting at the 
Development Committee and that all Members of Council be invited to attend.   
 
It was also agreed that this matter be raised at a future meeting of the Party Group 
Leaders Forum. 
 

 
 Governance & Audit Committee            9 June 2015 

Proposed by Councillor V Kamble 
  Seconded by Councillor D Drysdale 
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Adopted subject to: 
 
-  Alderman A G Ewart’s name being included as being present at the Meeting, and 
 
- Councillor U Mackin’s name being included in the apologies for non-attendance at 

the meeting 
 
 
Corporate Services Committee           9 June 2015 
Proposed by Councillor A Grehan 
  Seconded by Councillor O Gawith 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Page 233   Item 6.2 
Arrangements for Pre and Post-Meeting Meals 
 
Alderman T Jeffers commended the Officers and staff for having made the above 
alternative arrangements with immediate effect. 
 
It was agreed that the catering for pre and post-meeting meals be provided in 
Lighters Restaurant for future Council and Committee Meetings and that in regard to 
Council Meetings the catering be available from 5.30 pm rather that 5.45 pm in order 
to give Members more time before their pre-meetings at 6.00 pm. 
 
For Noting 
 
Planning Committee               1 June 2015 

 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 1 June 2015 were circulated for 
noting as the Planning Committee had delegated authority on all matters. 

 
 Matters Arising 
 
 Page 162 Item 4.1.1 
 S/2015/0030/O – Local Planning Application (Called-In in accordance  
 with Paragraph 21 of the Protocol for the Operation of the Planning  
        Committee) – Dwelling and Garage at 56A Drumbo Road, Ballyaghlis,  
        Lisburn, BT27 5TX 
 
 Aldermen T Jeffers and W J Dillon, and Councillor S Carson left the Meeting for 
 part of this discussion (8.55 pm, 8.57 pm and 9.00 pm respectively) 
 
 Alderman D Drysdale requested clarification in regard to the vote that had taken 
 place at the Meeting of the Planning Committee on 1 June 2015 in connection with 
 the above planning application. In response the Chairman of the Planning 
 Committee, Alderman M Henderson, outlined the issues in relation to the voting 
 procedures that evening. 
 
 The Director concurred with the explanation given by Alderman Henderson and 
 stated that legal advice on the matter had been obtained. 
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 Page 162 Item 4.1.1 
 S/2015/0030/O – Local Planning Application (Called-In in accordance  
 with Paragraph 21 of the Protocol for the Operation of the Planning  
        Committee) – Dwelling and Garage at 56A Drumbo Road, Ballyaghlis,  
        Lisburn, BT27 5TX (Cont’d) 
 
 Following further comments and questions on this matter from Alderman D Drysdale 
 and Alderman S P Porter, the Chief Executive stated that whilst a number of 
 important points had been raised, the Planning Committee was a quasi-judicial  
 committee.  The Chief Executive also advised Members that a meeting for Members 
 of the Planning Committee would take place later that evening, following the 
 Council Meeting, the purpose of which was to consider a voting system for the 
 Planning Committee.  
  
  
9     Report of the Chief Executive 

 
It was agreed that the Report and Recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted subject to any decisions recorded below:- 

 
 For Decision 

 
9.1 Committee for Justice - Event on Proposals by the NI Courts and Tribunals 
  Service for the Rationalisation of the Courts Service 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 15 June 2015 from the 
Northern Ireland Assembly’s Chairman for the Committee for Justice in response to 
representations by the Council for a cross-party delegation of Members to meet with 
that Committee in regard to Lisburn Courthouse. 
 
The Chief Executive advised that the Council was working with consultants, Blue 
Zebra, to look at options for the Lisburn Courthouse following a proposal from the NI 
Courts and Tribunal Service to close it.  The Council was keen to explore the justice 
and family court based services from the current building. 
 
The Chief Executive also reported that there had been interest from other councils in 
this issue and as a result the Committee for Justice had convened a meeting to allow 
cross-party delegation to make representation on the issue, and that the Committee 
had invited councils to attend to discuss the potential court closures and the possible 
effect on those courthouses that would remain. 
 
Members noted that the above-mentioned meeting would take place on Thursday  
2 July 2015 at 2.00 pm in Parliament Buildings and would provide an opportunity to 
outline the Council’s view and for all attendees to participate in a discussion with 
Committee Members. 
 
It was agreed that the Council approves: 
 
a)  the attendance at the Committee for Justice Evidence event in connection with 

Lisburn Courthouse by two Elected Members together with the Community 
Planning Manager,  
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9.1       Committee for Justice - Event on Proposals by the NI Courts and Tribunals                 
           Service for the Rationalisation of the Courts Service (Cont’d) 

 
b) the attendance at this event by a representative of Blu Zebra, if acceptable to the 

Committee for Justice, and 
 

c) associated costs to the Council. 
 

It was further agreed that the two Elected Members be Alderman J Tinsley and 
Councillor P Catney. 
 
9.2  Review of HSC Commissioning Arrangements 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 12 June 2015 from the 
Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety in regard to the review of 
HSC Commissioning Arrangements, and seeking a submission from the Council to 
the above review by 24 July 2015. 
 
It was agreed that the Council convenes a Special Meeting of the Health Working 
Group to consider the Review of the HSC Commissioning Arrangements in order to 
submit comments by the required date. 
 
9.3    Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 9 June 2015 from the 
Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People requesting the 
Council to endorse its Participation Policy Statement of Intent with regard to the 
Participation of Children and Young People. 
 
It was agreed that the Council endorses the Participation Policy Statement of Intent 
by the NI Commissioner for Children and Young People. 
 
9.4 City Promotion Budget – Integrated Marketing Campaign 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of an Economic Appraisal for the next 
three-year period of the Integrated Marketing Campaign for Lisburn City Centre.   
 
It was agreed that the Council agrees to the Appraisal for the City Promotion Budget - 
Integrated Marketing Campaign in order that the project could proceed to tender 
stage. 
 

         9.5     APSE Northern Ireland Seminar and AGM     
         3 July 2015   Braid, Ballymena 
 
         The Council had been furnished with details of the above conference, together with             
         an estimated cost of a Member’s attendance which had been based on the Council  
         becoming a member of APSE. 
 
 It was agreed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Governance & Audit 
 Committee or their nominees be appointed to attend the APSE Conference on 3 July 
 2014 in Ballymena, the estimated cost of a Member’s attendance being £46.80. 
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 For Noting 
 
 9.6  Reduction in Early Years Fund 
 
         The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 29 May 2015 from the 

Minister of Education in response to representations made by the Council in regard to 
the above subject. 

 
It was agreed that the Council notes the contents of the correspondence from the 
Minister of Education in regard to the proposed reduction in Early Years Fund. 
 
9.7   Leader LAG Board – Training Needs Analysis 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of email correspondence dated 4 June 
2015 from the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development regarding the 
training needs identified for Elected Members as part of the arrangements of the 
delivery of the new Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. 
 
The Council had also been furnished with a copy of correspondence dated 11 June 
2015 from the LEADER Measures Implementation Manger, confirming that such 
training, in addition to the training already provided to Elected Members as part of the 
process associated with the review of Local Government Reform would be 
mandatory. 
 
It was agreed that the Council notes the information provided by the Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development in regard to LEADER LAG Training Needs 
Analysis.  It was also noted that the Council’s Rural Development Manager would 
provide details to Elected Members regarding training requirements in the near 
future. 
 
9.8    Mental Capacity Bill 
       
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 9 June 2015 from the 
Northern Ireland Assembly Ad Hoc Joint Committee, on the Mental Capacity Bill 
seeking views/comments on the contents of the Mental Capacity Bill by 7 July 2015. 
 
It was noted that given the timescale for responses the Council would not be in a 
position to respond but that any Member wishing to do so could submit a response to 
the matter on an individual basis. 
 
It was agreed that any Member wishing to do so could submit a response to the 
mental Capacity Bill on an individual basis. 
 
9.9   Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service 

 
The Council had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 21 May 2015 from the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters 
advising of the retirement of Mr Chris Kerr, Chief Fire Officer, and temporary 
arrangements which had been put in place for Chief Fire Officer. 
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9.10    The William Keown Trust - Newsletter 
 

The Council had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated June 2015 from the Chairman of the William Keown Trust together with the 
accompanying Newsletter. 
 
Chief Executive’s Additional Report 

 
9.11   UK Wide Infrastructure Investment Conference 
           London 15-16 September 2015 
 

The Council had been furnished with details of the above-mentioned investment 
conference, the estimated cost of a Member’s attendance being £981.00. 
 
It was recommended that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Development 
Committee, together with two supporting officers, be appointed to attend the UK 
Wide Infrastructure Investment Conference. 

 
 In view of the cost of a Member’s attendance at the above Conference it was 

proposed by Alderman A G Ewart and agreed that the Council be not represented at 
this Conference. 

 
 Alderman S Martin commended the Chairman of the Development Committee, 

Alderman A G Ewart, for his decision on this matter. 
 
 
10. Confidential Business 

 
Report by the Chief Executive 

  
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, stated that items in the Chief 

Executive’s Confidential Report contained information relating to the financial or 
business affairs of a particular person (including the Council holding this information) 
and accordingly had to be considered “in Committee,” and advised that press and 
members of the public would require to leave the meeting.   

 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked those members of the public for their 

attendance and also Pastor Jimmy Ritchie for having remained in the Council 
Chamber for the duration of the Meeting. 
  
“In Committee” 

 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by the Councillor A Givan, and 
agreed that the following items be considered “in Committee” in the absence of press 
or members of the public. 

   
10.1  Moira Public Realm Scheme – Tender for Integrated Consultant Team 

 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a tender evaluation report for Moira 
Public Realm Scheme – Integrated Consultant team (ICT). 
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10.1  Moira Public Realm Scheme – Tender for Integrated Consultant Team (Cont’d) 
 
The Director reported that the current tender covered the service of the ICT through 
delivery of the Scheme to the completion of the works, with appropriate break points 
having been built into the tender should funding not be secured to move forward with 
the project. 
 
It was agreed that the Council approves the recommendation of the tender 
evaluation panel for the Integrated Consultant Team for the Moira Public Realm 
Scheme, namely; that the contract be awarded to AECOM Ltd. 
 
10.2   Provision of Cleaning, Security and Concierge Services 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of the tender evaluation report for the 
provision of cleaning services at designated Council premises and security/concierge 
services at Lagan Valley Island and Bradford Court. 
 
It was agreed that the Council approves the recommendation of the tender 
evaluation panel for the provision of cleaning, security and concierge services, as 
outlined, namely; that the contract be awarded to Noonan Services Ltd. 
 
The Chief Executive responded to a question from Alderman S Martin in regard to 
the above two items having been considered under Confidential Business, it being 
noted that by considering these items “in Committee” had allowed for fuller 
information to be provided to Members and therefore allowing the decisions to be 
made without any delay. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor S Carson, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
  Resumption of Normal Business 

 
 

11. Reports of Members on Boards 
 
 There were no reports from Members on Boards. 
 
 
12.  Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the Reconsideration Procedure for 
 consideration at the Meeting. 
 
 
13.    Notice of Motion 
 
       13.1  Armed Forces Community Covenant  
     Councillor B Mallon and Alderman Michael Henderson 
 

A copy of the undernoted Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor B Mallon had 
been circulated to Members with a Notice convening the Meeting: 
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       13.1  Armed Forces Community Covenant  
      Councillor B Mallon and Alderman Michael Henderson (Cont’d) 
 

“That Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council adopts a Community Covenant.  
  A Community Covenant complements, at local level, the Armed Forces covenant   
  and its aim is to encourage local communities to support the armed forces  
  community within their area and promote understanding and awareness amongst  
  the public of issues affecting the armed forces community.  Signatories to a  
  Community Covenant have access to a grant scheme of £10 million per year as     
  part of the Community Covenant Grant Scheme. 

 
The Community Covenant is about building understanding of the Armed Forces in   
our community and is a positive declaration of intent to ensure those who serve or  
have served in the Armed Force and their families are not disadvantaged by that  
service.” 
 

The Notice of Motion was seconded by Alderman M Henderson. 
 

 Councillor B Mallon elaborated on his Notice of Motion, stating that it was appropriate 
that this Notice of Motion had been brought before the Council during Armed Forces 
Week, and put on record his support to all of the armed forces, particularly those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice.   

 
 Councillor Mallon stated that the armed forces continued to play a valuable role in 

society and gave an overview of those Members on the Council who had family 
members associated with the armed forces.   

 
 Alderman M Henderson stated that by the Council supporting the Armed Forces 

Community Covenant the Council would be in line with the rest of the United 
Kingdom where the Armed Forces Community Covenant had been introduced by the 
UK Government in 2011. 

 
 Councillor R Walker having thanked Councillor B Mallon and Alderman M Henderson 

for having brought this Notice of Motion before the Council put on record her 
gratitude to the work of party colleagues, Brenda Hale MLA and Jeffrey Donaldson 
MP, in regard to their on-going work and support to the families of the Armed Forces.  
Councillor Walker indicated her support to the Notice of Motion. 

 
 Councillor A Grehan put on record the Alliance Party’s support to the Notice of 

Motion and congratulated Councillor B Mallon and Alderman M Henderson for 
bringing the Motion forward.  Councillor Grehan welcomed in particular the 
Community Covenant Grant Scheme.  

 
  Councillor S Carson also spoke in support of the Notice of Motion and also about the 

 close connections that Lisburn had with the military, being a garrison town. 
 
  Councillor Jenny Palmer spoke in support of the Notice of Motion, stating that this 

 was an issue that touched every family.  
 
 The Notice of Motion was put to the Meeting and agreed unanimously. 
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14.   Any Other Business 
 

14.1 Grass Cutting at Gateways to the City 
 Alderman A G Ewart 
 

Alderman A G Ewart outlined the problem of the height of grass at gateways to the 
City and the surrounding villages which he stated would not help in attracting tourism 
and business into the City area.  Alderman Ewart proposed that the Council’s 
Environmental Services takes on the responsibility of cutting the grass at these 
gateway areas.  The proposal was seconded by Alderman S P Porter and agreed. 
 
The Director of Environmental Services responded to the above issue, and advised 
that some initial work had already been done in terms of identifying the gateways and 
estimating cost to complete this work.  The Director put on record that the 
Department of Social Development had withdrawn funding for such work. 
 
 14.2     Extreme Weather Conditions in Wanganui, New Zealand 

    Councillor M H Tolerton 
 
 At the request of Councillor M H Tolerton it was agreed that the Council writes to the 

Mayor of Wanganui, New Zealand, to advise that the Council was aware of the 
extreme weather conditions being experienced by everyone in Wanganui, which was 
the worst weather conditions in 85 years, and to extend best wishes to all those 
affected.  

 
 14.3 Japanese Knotweed at Comber Greenway 

  Alderman T Jeffers 
 
Alderman T Jeffers expressed concern in regard to the levels of Japanese Knotweed 
that was prevalent at Comber Greenway and requested that the Council writes to the 
Department of Regional Development and Sustrans asking if they could do 
something about this problem as a matter of urgency. 
 
Councillor T Morrow concurred with the concerns expressed by Alderman T Jeffers. 
 
14.4     Recent Deaths of Young Irish American Students in Berkeley, California 
          Alderman S Martin 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton and 
agreed that a letter of condolence from the Office of the Mayor be sent to the US 
Consulate General and the Irish Foreign Minister in Dublin expressing the sincere 
sympathy of the Council on the deaths of the six young Irish students following a 
balcony collapse in Berkeley, California last week. 
 
 
There being no further business for consideration the meeting terminated at 9.35 pm. 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
Mayor/Chairman 


