
 
 

          29 October 2015 
 
 
Chairman: Alderman A G Ewart 
Vice-Chairman: Alderman W J Dillon MBE 
Alderman:  S Martin   
Councillors: J Baird, B Bloomfield MBE, S Carson, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan,  
 H Legge, U Mackin, T Mitchell, Jenny Palmer, S Scott and  
  M H Tolerton  
 
Ex Officio  The Right Worshipful The Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett 
   Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath 
 
 
The Monthly Meeting of the Development Committee will be held in the Chestnut 
Room Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 
at 7.00 pm for the transaction of business on the undernoted Agenda. 
 
Tea/Coffee available in Members Suite following the meeting. 
 
You are requested to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DR THERESA DONALDSON 
Chief Executive 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 
 
1 Apologies 

 
2 Declarations of Interest 

 
3 Minutes   -    Meeting of the Development Committee held on 7 October 2015   
                          
4 Report from Director of Development and Planning  
 

1. Nomination to External Organisation – Lough Neagh Partnership 
2. Correspondence from Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 

(DARD) – Dairy Farm and Milk Production Industry  
3. 

         4. 
Budget Report – Development and Planning 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Industry (DETI) Consultation on the 
Closure of NI Renewables Obligation  

5. Report by Head of Service (Building Control) 
 4.1  Building Control Applications – Full Plan Applications and 

        Regularisation Certificates 
 4.2   Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice Ready   

        Report to Land Property Services 
 4.3   Department for Social Development – Affordable Warmth Project 
 4.4   NI Assembly: Committee for Social Development Housing  

        (Amendment) Bill 
5. Report by Head of Economic Development 

 5.1   2016 Pipe Band Championships BID 
 5.2   NI Rural Development Programme 
  

5.   Confidential Business –“In Committee” 
 

Report by the Director of Development and Planning 
 
1.  Proposed Staffing Structure – Development and Planning Directorate 

             (Confidential for reason of information relating to individuals) 
2. Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) Good Governance   

Inspection Report  (Confidential due to information relating to the financial or 
business affairs of the organisation concerned) 
 

Members are requested to go to the Confidential Folder to access the Development 
Committee confidential report. 
 
6.    Any other Business 

 
--ooOOoo-- 

 
To: Members of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on 
Wednesday, 7 October 2015 at 7.00 pm 
 
 
IN THE CHAIR: Alderman A G Ewart 
  
PRESENT: The Right Worshipful the Mayor 

Councillor R T Beckett 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER MEMBER: 

Alderman W J Dillon MBE and S Martin 
 
Councillors B Bloomfield MBE, S Carson, A P Ewing,  
J Gallen, A Givan,  U Mackin, T Mitchell, Jenny Palmer, 
S Skillen and M H Tolerton 
 
Councillor B Hanvey  

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Director of Development & Planning  
Head of Economic Development 
Head of Building Control 
Tourism Development Manager 
Regeneration Manager 
Committee Secretary 

  
Lanyon Communications and MARCOL  
 
Ms Katie Dornan 
Gary McCollum 
Nicky McCollum 
Kirsty McCandless  
 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, welcomed everyone to the October Meeting of the 
Development Committee. 
 
  
1. Apologies 
 
         It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of    
         Councillors J Baird and Hazel Legge. 
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2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might have 
in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement that 
they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been provided 
at the meeting. 

  
A Declaration of Interest form was received from Councillor S Carson in respect of 
item 5.2.6 Dromara Destroyer Tourism Project in view of a family member being a 
member of this group. 
 

3. Minutes 
 
         It was agreed that the Minutes of the Development Committee meeting held on  

           2 September 2015, as adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 27 September 
2015, be confirmed and signed. 

 
 

Matters Arising  
 

Councillor M H Tolerton indicated that she had submitted an apology for the     
September Meeting and wished to have her name included in the list of    
apologies for the September Meeting. 

 
Councillor S Skillen also wished to have her name included in the list of      
apologies for the September Meeting as she had been on honeymoon at that  
time. 

 
 

4. Presentation on the Future of Lisburn Square – “In Committee” 
 
        As outlined in the Confidential Report by the Director of Development and    
        Planning (item 1 refers),  previously circulated, representatives of Lanyon  
        Communications and Marcol, the new owners of Lisburn Square, were in 
        attendance at the Meeting in order to present their plans for the renewal and 
        development of the Square. 
 

“In Committee” 
 

The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, stated that the presentation on the subject 
of Lisburn Square was required to be considered “in Committee” due to 
information relating to the financial or business affairs of the organisations 
concerned (including the Council holding that information). 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, and agreed that the presentation on the future of Lisburn Square be 
considered “in Committee” in the absence of press or members of the public. 

 
          Prior to receiving the deputation to the Meeting the Head of Economic 
          Development and the Director of Development and Planning provided Members 
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4. Presentation on the Future of Lisburn Square – “In Committee” (Cont’d) 
 
           with an overview of the background to Lisburn Square and also the Market that 

had operated out of the Square, in particular the recent developments concerning 
the Market. 

 
            The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, on behalf of the Committee, extended a 
            welcome to Ms Katie Doran, Mr Gary McCollum, Mr Nicky McCollum and Ms  
            Kirsty McCandless from Lanyon Communications.  
  
             Ms Doran commenced the presentation with an overview of Marcol, the new 
             owners of Lisburn Square, which was a leading UK property company. 
 
             Ms Doran proceeded to discuss the vision and ambition for Lisburn Square 
             during which she discussed the following: 
 
              - Investment opportunities for the Square 
 
              - the strategy in relation to investment and branding of the Square 
  
              - a number of key opportunities for Lisburn City Centre, the population of 
                Lisburn, and the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council as a result of a 
                redefined Lisburn Square 
 
              - a programme for a number of key event initiatives to coincide with and 
                support the various events in the City area 
 
              - working to ensure the new strategy is communicated to all stakeholders. 
 
         Ms Doran concluded the presentation by highlighting the main challenges 
         going forward, namely; (a) attracting tenants and (b) the concept of ‘the 
         Market’ in Lisburn Square. 

 
Following the presentation the representatives responded to questions and 
concerns from the Committee in relation to a number of issues arising out of 
the presentation, including: 
 
-   the manner in which the Market traders had been informed of the  
    relocation of the Market 
 
-   steps to fill vacant units 
 
-   timescale for full occupancy in the Square 
 
-   the importance of supporting the residential tenants especially in relation  
    to antisocial behaviour 
 
- the need to promote Lisburn Square in order that new visitors were aware 

of the shops and facilities in the Square 
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4.    Presentation on the Future of Lisburn Square – “In Committee” (Cont’d) 
 

- the need for quality low cost office space to attract businesses into the 
Square 
 

- the longer term vision for the Market in Lisburn. 
 

 

The Chairman thanked the deputation for their attendance and their presentation 
following which they left the Meeting (7.42 pm). 

 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor S Skillen, and 
agreed to come out of Committee, and normal business was resumed. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 

 
On the resumption of normal business it was noted that the following 
recommendations had been made: 

 
- the presentation by Lanyon Communications and Marcol be noted,  

 
- Council Officers continue to engage with the Marcol and Lanyon 

Communications in the development of Lisburn Square, and 
 

-  further updates be provided to the Committee in due course. 
 

The Regeneration Manager left the Meeting (7.42 pm). 
 
 
5. Report by the Director of Development and Planning 
          
        It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Development    
        and Planning be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below.         
 
        For Decision 
 
         5.1   Draft Departmental Business Plan 
 

It was agreed to recommend that the Draft Departmental Business Plan, as 
circulated, be agreed. 

 
         5.2   Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

 
The Director reminded the Committee that Councils were required under Section 4 
of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 to prepare a Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI). 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report by the Planning Manager 
in relation to the draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), seeking 
Members comments on the Statement, as circulated, prior to the public consultation 
being initiated in respect of the Draft SCI. 
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5.2   Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) (Cont’d) 
 

It was noted that a copy of a PowerPoint presentation outlining the key elements of 
the Statement of Community Involvement, which had been delivered to the Planning 
Committee at its Meeting held on 5 October 2015, had been circulated for Members’ 
information.  

 
It was agreed to recommend that any comments by Members on the Draft 
Statement of Community Involvement be taken into consideration and included in 
the Council’s SCI, where appropriate. 

 
Councillor S Skillen enquired if Ballybeen Women’s Centre and the Food Bank in 
Dundonald could be included in the list of Community/Voluntary Groups within the 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area. 

 
  5.3   RICS Planning and Development Conference , Belfast   

                 Tuesday 3 November 2015 
 

The Committee had been furnished with details of the above Planning and 
Development conference, the estimated cost of a Member’s attendance being 
£126.80. 

 
It was agreed that the Chairman and/or Vice Chairman of the Committee be 
nominated to attend the RICS Planning and Development Conference on Tuesday  
3 November 2015. 

 
5.4   Report of Head of Building Control 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Councillor S Skillen, and 
agreed that the Report by the Head of Building Control be adopted subject to any 
decisions recorded below: 
 
For Noting 
  
        5.4.1   Building Control Applications – Full Plan Applications and  
                   Regularisation Certificates 
 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to the Full Plan 
Applications and Regularisation Certificate: 
 

- for the period 20 August 2015 to 19 September 2015, 107 Full Plan Applications 
had been “approved” and that 34 Regularisation Certificates had been issued in         
accordance with the powers delegated. 
 
        5.4.2   Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice Ready     
                   Report to Land and Property Services 
 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to Completion Notice 
Ready Reports: 
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       5.4.2   Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice Ready     
                  Report to Land and Property Services (Cont’d) 
 
- the Completion Notice Ready Report for the period 20 August 2015 to  
       19 September 2015 returned to the Department of Finance and Personnel        
       (DFPNI), Land and Property Services had indicated that a total of 66 properties     
        had been identified as having reached occupiable status. 

 
5.4.3 Department for Social Development – Affordable Warmth Project 

 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to visits by Home 
Assessment Officers within the Council’s Building Control Service: 
 
- in the month of August 2015 had visited 353 dwellings for the Affordable 

Warmth Scheme and made 95 referrals for home improvements to the NIHE. 
 

The Head of Building Control left the Meeting at 7.47 pm. 
 

         5.4      Report by Head of Economic Development 
  
         Item for Decision 
 
                    5.4.1  Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan – Presentation 
 
         The Head of Economic Development reminded Members of the presentation to         
         the Committee at the September Meeting by Tourism & Transport Consult       
         International and reported that the Council’s Tourism Development Manager  
         was in attendance at the Meeting in order to present further details on the  
         Masterplan, with a particular focus on the proposed Project Action Plan. 
 
        The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, on behalf of the Committee, extended a   
        welcome to the Tourism Development Manager.     
 
        With the aid of PowerPoint the Tourism Development Manager elaborated on the      
        10-year Masterplan vision which was “to make Hillsborough a must visit   
        destination for visitors to Ireland”. 
 
        The Tourism Development Manager discussed the short term plans for  
         the Masterplan including: 
  

- development opportunities, with a focus on the funding application to the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 2016 (as part of the 
Council’s Rural Development Programme.  Options were the regeneration of 
Hillsborough Park and/or the modernisation of the Visitor Information Centre in 
Hillsborough. 
 

- traditional marketing & communication of the masterplan initiatives, 
  

- digital tourism marketing, and communications,  
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                 5.4.1  Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan – Presentation (Cont’d) 
 

- community involvement, training and destination development. 
 

Medium/long term plans at this stage included: 
 

- development of additional B&B establishments, and 
 

- upgrading of the Hillsborough Forest Car Park to include overnight touring 
services. 

 
        The Tourism Development Manager concluded the presentation by outlining a  
        number of “next steps” in progressing the Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan  
        following the Committee’s approval of the Draft Action Plan, namely:  
 

- a drop-in session for the community on 21 October 2015 
 

- a final masterplan produced and to be presented to a future Meeting of the 
Committee 
 

- future project concepts to be brought back to the Development Committee, for 
approval, and 
 

- DARD applications progressed from 1 March 2016. 
 
        Following the presentation the Tourism Development Manager responded to      
        comments and questions from the Committee in relation to the draft Action Plan. 
 
        Councillor U Mackin and Alderman W J Dillon welcomed the fact that Historic Royal     
        Palaces (HRP) had taken over the operation of Hillsborough Castle and welcomed           
        involvement by HRP in the Council’s Tourism Masterplan for Hillsborough. 
 
       The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, expressed disappointment    
       in relation to a recent statement by the Chief Executive of Tourism NI when he had  
       omitted Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council from the list of Councils that Tourism NI  
       had been working with to promote tourism across the Province. 
 

It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, 
seconded by Alderman W J Dillon, and agreed to recommend that the Council writes 
to the Chief Executive of Tourism NI, Mr John McGrillen, conveying this Council’s 
disappointment on this occasion and highlighting the important tourism developments 
that were being progressed across the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area. 

 
       Councillors B Hanvey and U Mackin left the Meeting (8.17 pm). 
 

Councillor Jenny Palmer indicated her support to the above proposal and discussed 
a number of potential ideas for the building of former Council Headquarters in 
Hillsborough, in view of its location at the top of the Village. 
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                 5.4.1  Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan – Presentation (Cont’d) 
        
        A number of Members commended the Tourism Development Manager for manner  
        in which he had made his presentation. 
         
        The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the  
        Tourism Development Manager for his informative presentation. 
 
        It was agreed to recommend that the draft Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan be  
        agreed and that further reports on the Masterplan be brought back to the             
        Committee in due course. 
 
         The Tourism Development Manager left the Meeting at 8.30 pm. 
 
                 5.4.2   Laganbank Quarter 
         
                         5.4.2.1   Update on the Development Scheme and Proposed Next Phase 
 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that the Laganbank 
Quarter Development Scheme had been put out to public consultation in early 2015, 
jointly with the Department of Social Development (DSD) with only one formal 
objection having been received from a local business.  The Council and DSD were 
working together to resolve the matter. 
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that a further development appraisal 
had been completed by property specialists, Colliers, which still confirmed negative 
development values for the totality of the proposals within the site boundary.  It 
appeared that the scale, but not the mix, of the proposed developments required 
revision if the development was to be made viable, and DSD had confirmed a 
financial contribution of £35,000 to assist the Council in this next phase of work. 
 
The Committee noted that in the next phase it was proposed that the Council 
appoints a multi-disciplinary team to deliver a number of required strategies and 
reports in taking forward the Laganbank Quarter Development Scheme.   
 
A copy of a report highlighting further definition on the nature of this work had been 
circulated to the Committee.  
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the indicative budget had been 
estimated to be £60,000 (£35,000 from DSD and £25,000 from the Council), and 
that the fee for the initial appraisal updates completed by Colliers was £4,500 + VAT 
which was included in the overall budget estimate. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Committee agrees to the proposals in relation 
to the development of the Laganbank Quarter Development Scheme, as outlined, 
and that £4,500 + VAT be now paid to Colliers for completion of the initial appraisal 
updates. 
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                        5.4.2.1   Updated on the Development Scheme and Proposed Next Phrase  
                                      (Cont’d) 
 

Alderman S Martin put on record his concern in regard to the length of time taken to 
complete the Laganbank Quarter Development Scheme, which he stated was an 
important part of the overall City Centre Masterplan.   
 
The Head of Economic Development responded to concerns raised by Alderman 
S Martin in relation to an issue with the tendering process to appoint an 
interdisciplinary team to progress the work of the Laganbank Quarter Development 
Scheme.  At the request of Alderman S Martin the Head of Economic Development 
agreed to provide clarification to Alderman Martin on the relevant section of the 
procurement legislation. 

 
                        5.4.2.2    DSD Letter of Support   
 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council writes a letter to confirm its intention to 
continue with the Development Scheme and that the Council recognised that the 
scheme was not viable without government intervention. 

 
                5.4.3   Transfer of NIRDP 2007-2013  Decision Making Authority to the Council 
  
         The Head of Economic Development reported since April 2015 a Legacy Joint   
         Council Committee representing Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and Belfast  
         City Council had been in place to act as the main point of contact with the   
         Managing Agent, the Department of Agriculture & Rural Development (DARD).   
         The Legacy Committee also had responsibility for dealing with application issues  
         and related DARD audit queries now that the delivery of the Northern Ireland  
         Rural Development Programme (NIRDP) 2007-2013 had ceased on 30 September  
         2015. 
 
         It was noted that DARD had confirmed that any decision relating to the NIRDP  
         2007-2013 post 30 September 2015 could be taken by Lisburn & Castlereagh  
         City Council as part of the Council’s role as Lead Administrative Council for the   
         fund.  DARD had also confirmed that the Legacy Joint Council Committee could  
         cease to operate after 30 September 2015. 
      
          It was agreed to recommend that any decisions relating to the NIRDP 2007-2013    
          post 30 September 2015 be taken by Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and that    
          the Legacy Joint Council Committee ceases to operate after 30 September 2015. 
  
                 5.4.4   European Funding & Networking Proposals 2015-2017  
 
                           5.4.4.1   EU Funding Proposals 2015-2017 
 
        The Head of Economic Development reported that the Economic Development Unit  
        had identified a number of relevant new European Funding opportunities which  
        would meet key local economic objectives in relation to SME Development, Rural   
        Development and identifying best practice in terms of the provision of local  
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                          5.4.4.1   EU Funding Proposals 2015-2017 (Cont’d) 
 
        enterprise support.  Match funding secured would maximise the impact of Council  
        funding as well as match funding Council posts in the programme management of  
        these initiatives. 
 
        The Head of Economic Development reported that the initiatives which would be  
        opening for calls for new proposals over the coming months were: 
 

a)  Erasmus+ and  
 
b) Interreg Northern Atlantic Periphery Programme, 

    
        It was envisaged that the Council would submit two funding proposals to Erasmus+  
        and one bid to Interreg worth in the region of £2.6 million. 
 
        It was agreed to recommend that in order to maximise these two key funding    
        streams the Council engages with an appropriate organisation to provide specialist  
        input into the design and preparation of two funding bids to Erasmus+ and one  
        funding bid to Interreg EU at a total cost of £15,000 which would include capacity  
        development support to the Economic Development staff in the preparation and  
        submission of future EU funding initiatives. 
 
                     5.4.4.2   EUROCITIES Network  
 

The Committee noted detail in regard to EUROCITIES which was a networking 
platform for major European cities and which networked local governments of over 
130 of Europe’s largest cities, and 40 partner cities that between them govern some 
130 million citizens across 35 countries. 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report outlining the 
EUROCITIES network activities, current members and details of six knowledge 
forums. 
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that with a population of 138,000, 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council would be eligible to become an associated 
partner of EUROCITIES, which would mean the Council could participate in the 
Forums, chair working groups and/or vice chair the forum, have access to the key 
online resources for members only, including funding briefs and partner search 
tools, and receive electronic newsletters and communications. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council fund membership of the EUROCITIES 
network, and in particular the Economic Development Forum, for one year at a total 
cost of €4,420, to be reviewed at the end of this year. 

 
                 5.4.5   Trade Development Initiative to Israel 2015-2018 
 

The Head of Economic Development reported that the Chairman of the Economic 
Development Committee had been approached by UK Israel Business to explore  
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        5.4.5   Trade Development Initiative to Israel 2015-2018 (Cont’d) 
 
potential opportunities for developing new trade links between local businesses and 
Israel.  UK Israel Business was a not for profit Chamber of Commerce with the sole 
remit to increase the level of trade between UKK businesses and Israel. 

 
It was noted that initial discussions with UK Business Israel had identified 
opportunities in key sectors including Life Sciences, ICT and advanced 
manufacturing, for local companies with the proposed entry strategy into this market 
through developing partnerships on the ground with local companies. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Committee hosts a business information 
seminar for local companies in November 2015 on exploring new business 
opportunities in Israel and that depending on the success of this seminar the 
Council develops, publicly procures and delivers a trade development programme to 
Israel in 2016 for six local companies at a maximum cost of £30,000.  It was noted 
that all Members of the Committee would be invited to attend the above-mentioned 
business information seminar. 
 
It was also agreed to recommend that a civic delegation accompany the trade 
delegation comprising of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Development 
Committee and two Council Officers, at an estimated total cost of £5,000. 

 
           5.4.6   Dromara Destroyers Tourism Project 

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the Council had been 
approached by the Dromara Destroyers, a group of motorcycle enthusiasts, to seek 
support and match funding for a commemorative capital project in Dromara village.  
It was noted that plans included bronze sculptures and appropriate signage at a 
central location within the village. 
 
The Head of Economic Development advised that the Dromara Destroyers had 
raised their own funds in anticipation of match funding a Rural Development 
Programme application and the group was now requesting Council support to 
further enhance the application. 
 
Members noted that planning permission had already been obtained by the group, 
the estimated cost for the project being a maximum of £200,000.  75% of the project 
cost would be potentially Rural Development funded, with £50,000 to be made up 
from Dromara Destroyers and Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council (£25,000 each). 
 
It was agreed to recommend that match funding up to £25,000 be made available to 
the Dromara Destroyers for the commemorative capital project in Dromara Village, 
should the application be successful from the Rural Development programme. 
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                 5.4.7  Lisburn Public Realm – Festival of Light 
 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee of its decision in 
June 2015 that a Strategic Revitalisation Project application be made to the 
Department of Social Development (DSD) to deliver a series of strategic 
revitalisation projects across Lisburn City Centre, Dundonald and Carryduff.  The 
Head of Economic Development reported that funding of £200,000 had since been 
secured to deliver the projects outlined and agreed previously. 
 
Members noted detail in regard to one of the initiatives, a Festival of Light, which 
was scheduled to run from Thursday 19 November 2015 until Sunday 20 December 
2015 and which had been designed to make use of the new Public Realm space 
using light installations to highlight the new features and incorporate them into 
scheduled events.  The event management company, ND Events, had been 
appointed to manage the event at a cost of £6,660 + VAT, and would co-ordinate 
the delivery of all elements of the festival within the agreed budget of £60,000 + 
VAT. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Committee accepts the funding offer from DSD 
of £200,000 for the Strategic Revitalisation project and agrees to the delivery of the 
Festival of Light by ND Events at a total cost of £66,660 + VAT. 
 

                 5.4.8   Electric Vehicle Charter 
 

The Head of Economic Development reported that the Council had been contacted 
by the Department of the Environment to request the Council to sign up, in principle, 
to an Electric Vehicle (EV) Charter.  The Committee had been circulated with a copy 
of the ‘Go Ultra Low Bid – Charter for Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council’ which set 
out ways in which the Council could commit support to the Northern Ireland bid to 
OLEV (Office for Low Emission Vehicles) for funding to significantly increase the 
uptake of electric vehicles across the Province. 
 
The DOE was asking all eleven Councils to sign up to the Charter to demonstrate 
clearly to OLEV that the Northern Ireland bid had Local Government commitment 
and backing. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the ‘Go Ultra Low Bid – Charter for Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council’ be submitted to the DOE to be incorporated into the 
project bid documentation to OLEV for a funding proposal in increase the uptake of 
electric vehicles in Northern Ireland. 

 
                 5.4.9   Nominations to External Organisations 
 

It was proposed by Councillor S Skillen, seconded by Councillor S Carson, and 
agreed to recommend that Councillor M H Tolerton be nominated to represent the 
Council on Lagan Valley Rural Transport for the duration of the Council term. 
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                 5.4.10   Lisburn Chamber of Commerce  Annual Dinner 
                               5 November 2015  Larchfield Estate  
 

It was agreed to recommend that in order to facilitate networking with local 
companies and to raise awareness of Council funded business support initiatives 
with Chamber Members the Chairman of the Development Committee host a table 
at the Lisburn Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner at a total cost of £650 + VAT. 
 

         Items for Noting  
 
                 5.4.11    Evaluation of Lagan Rural Partnership Delivery of NIRDP 2007 - 2013 
                               in Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and Belfast City Council 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of an executive summary of an 
evaluation of the delivery of the NI Rural Development Programme (NIRDP) 2007-
2013 by Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council on behalf of the Joint Council 
Committee of the  
Lagan Rural Partnership. 
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the NIRDP had funded 151 
projects, helped to create 28 new rural businesses, supported the development and 
expansion of 45 existing rural businesses, and created and/or sustained 117 rural 
based jobs. 
 
It was agreed that the executive summary of the evaluation of the NIRDP 2007-
2013 be noted. 

 
        5.4.12  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Business Solutions Roadshows 

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the Economic Development Unit 
was planning to host a number of Business Information Roadshows across the new 
Council area in November 2015 as part of a wider business engagement 
programme to profile the services which the Council and other key stakeholders 
could offer local businesses.  
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the logo that had been developed 
in conjunction with the Council’s Marketing & Communications Unit and which 
closely reflected the new Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council branding. 
 
It was noted that proposed dates and venues for the above roadshows would be 
notified to Members in due course, and to which all Members of Council would be 
invited to attend. 
 
It was agreed that the information on the Council’s Business Solutions roadshows 
be noted. 

 
                5.4.13   Speciality Food Fair - Evaluation 
 

The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a full evaluation of 
the Speciality Food Fair that had been staged in Moira Demesne on 15 August 2015  
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        5.4.13   Speciality Food Fair – Evaluation (Cont’d) 
 
and which had been organised by Babel Event Management with funding from 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 
 
Councillor M H Tolerton stated that she had attended this even and commended the 
standard to which the Speciality Food Fair event had been organised. 
 
Councillor J Gallen commended the detail in the above-mentioned evaluation report. 

  
The Committee agreed to recommend that the Council support a similar initiative in 
2016 at a maximum cost of £15,000 from the Tourism Development budget. 

 
 
6.      Confidential Report by the Director of Development and Planning 
     

“In Committee” 
 

The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, stated that the Director’s Confidential 
Report was required to be considered “in Committee” due to information 
relating to the financial or business affairs of the organisations concerned 
(including the Council holding that information). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Alderman S Martin, 
and agreed that the Director’s Confidential Report be considered “in 
Committee” in the absence of press or members of the public. 

 
          6.1   Presentation by the New Owners of Lisburn Square 
 
          It noted that the above presentation had been received under item 4 above.  
     
          6.2    Benson Street Public Car Park – Approach from a Housing Association 
 

The Director updated the Committee in regard to the Council having received an 
approach from a housing association in regard to the future use of the land at 
Benson Street car park site. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and 
agreed to come “out of Committee” and normal business was resumed. 

 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
On the resumption of normal business it was noted that the Committee had agreed 
that the Council considers developing a car parking strategy for the surface car 
parks that transferred to the Council from the Department of Regional Development 
as part of local government reform, and that such a strategy tie in with a planned 
review of the City Centre Masterplan in 2016. 
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7.      Any Other Business 
 
       7.1   Lisburn City Centre Public Realm Scheme 
               Councillor T Mitchell 
 

The Head of Economic Development and the Director of Development & Planning 
responded to comments and questions from Councillor T Mitchell in relation to the 
on-going delay in the completion of the City Centre Public Realm Scheme and a 
new completion date. 
 
During discussion the following concerns were highlighted by Members, some of 
which had significant risk and liability implications;  

 
- the hoardings in the City Centre had not been taken down despite numerous 

assurances 
  

- the light floor whilst operational was not yet at certification standard 
 

- the attempts to resolve the problem with the water feature in the lower terrace 
  

- damage to certain areas of the public realm works by skateboarders 
 

- the cancellation of planned events to mark the completion of the Scheme in 
September 2016 
  

- the likelihood that the planned Festival of Light event by the Council would 
require to be cancelled also 
 

- slip hazard with the new manhole covers when wet, and  
 

- an apparent design fault with the new bins in the City Centre, in particular the 
mechanism for the cigarette butt dispenser. 

 
The Head of Economic Development responded to further questions from the 
Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, and The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R 
T Beckett, on an appropriate way forward with the Contractors and the Consultants, 
in terms of penalties. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor T Mitchell, and 
agreed that the Council consults its solicitors with regard to potential legal action 
against the Council’s Public Realm Consultants and the Contractor in view of the 
continued delay in completion of the Scheme and also the seriousness of the issues 
raised. 

            
         7.2  Jordans Mill Car Park 
                Councillor A P Ewing 
 

In response to comments from Councillor A P Ewing regarding information on social 
media indicating that Jordans Mill Car Park was closing on 13 October 2015 the 
Director of Development and Planning provided an overview to the Committee         
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         7.2      Jordans Mill Car Park 
                    Councillor A P Ewing (Cont’d) 

 
on the planning issues in respect of the above car park site, it being noted that a 
planning appeal by the owners had been unsuccessful at the Planning Appeals 
Commission (PAC).  

 
         7.3    Hunday (Harry Ferguson Vintage Tractor) Collection 
                  Alderman W J Dillon 
     

“In Committee” 
 

The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, stated that the matter of the Hunday 
(Harry Ferguson Vintage Tractor) Collection was required to be considered “In 
Committee” due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of the 
organisation concerned (including the Council holding that information). 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, 
and agreed that the above matter be considered “in Committee” in the absence 
of press or members of the public. 

 
          In response to an enquiry from Alderman W J Dillon in connection with the above   
          matter, the Head of Economic Development updated the Committee in regard to  
          the current position in relation to the Council’s decision to purchase certain items  
          of the Hunday Vintage Tractor Collection. 
 
          The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that the Council    
          at its Special Meeting held on  9 September 2015 granted delegated authority to  
          the Development Committee to proceed with this matter. 
 
          It was proposed by Councillor S Skillen, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton,  
          and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
          Resumption of Normal Business 
 
          On the resumption of normal business it was noted that the following had been  
          Agreed:  

 
- the catalogue of items to be auctioned in respect of the Hunday (Harry 

Ferguson Vintage Tractor) Collection to be made available to the Committee, at 
the earliest opportunity, and 
 

- a Special Meeting of the Development Committee be convened, if necessary, 
to receive an update on this matter and to take any further decisions in order to 
progress the purchase of items from the Collection. 
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         7.4   Gregg Street Car Park  
                 The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart 
 
         The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, highlighted an issue with the non-         
         availability of the Gregg Street Car Park for Council staff on Tuesday 6 October as it  
         had been reserved for delegates attending the Ulster Bank Fraud Conference at  
         Lagan Valley Island.  Despite conference delegates having not availed of the   
         parking facilities at this location, Council staff had been inconvenienced on this  
         occasion. The Director undertook to have this matter investigated. 
 
 
 
 
The Chairman thanked Members for their attendance and there being no further 
business the meeting terminated at 9.30 pm. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
____________________ 

Chairman     
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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 4 NOVEMBER 2015 
 
REPORT BY MR COLIN McCLINTOCK, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number of 
recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the new Council. 
 
 
The following decisions are required: 
 
1. To agree a nomination from the Development Committee to an external 

organisation. 
2. To note correspondence received from Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development regarding the dairy farm and milk production industry. 
3. To note the budget report for Development and Planning for the year to  

31 March 2016 as at 30 September 2015. 
4. To note the advice note received from Northern Ireland Local Government 

Association regarding the DETI Consultation on the Closure of NI 
Renewables Obligation. 

5. To consider the Report by the Head of Service (Building Control). 
6. To consider the Report by the Head of Service (Economic Development). 
  
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
 
1. NOMINATIONS TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

The Committee is asked to consider nominations to the following external 
organisations for the term of the Council: 

 
• Lough Neagh Partnership (1 Member) 

 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Committee nominate accordingly. 

 
 
ITEMS FOR NOTING 
 
2. CORRESPONDENCE FROM DARD 

DAIRY FARM AND MILK PRODUCTION INDUSTRY 
 

Following discussion of the above matter at the monthly meeting of Council in 
August I have attached under Appendix 1 copy of a letter dated 6 October  
 



2. CORRESPONDENCE FROM DARD 
DAIRY FARM AND MILK PRODUCTION INDUSTRY (Cont’d) 
 
 
2015 from the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development in response to the 
Council’s concerns. 

 
Recommendation 

 
It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of the above letter. 

 
 
3. BUDGET REPORT – DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 

Attached under Appendix 2 for the information of Members is a copy of the 
Budget Report for Development and Planning for the year to 31 March 2016 as 
at 30 September 2015. 
 
Recommendation 

 
It is recommended that Members note the attached report, setting out the 
budget position to 31 March 2016 as at 31 August 2015. 

 
 
4. DETI CONSULTATION ON THE CLOSURE OF NI RENEWABLES OBLIGATION 
 

Attached under Appendix 3 is a copy of an advice note issued by Northern 
Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) on 9 October 2015 in relation 
to the above matter. 

 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of the advice note. 

 
 
5. REPORT BY MR COLIN DUFF, HEAD OF SERVICE (BUILDING 

CONTROL)  
 

Attached at Appendix 4 is a report from the Head of Building Control in 
respect of items under his remit. 

 
 Recommendation 
 

It is recommended that the Committee considers the items in the Report by 
the Head of Building Control and agrees the recommendations therein. 

 
 
 
 



6. REPORT BY MR PAUL McCORMICK, HEAD OF SERVICE (ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT) 

 
Attached at Appendix 5 is a report from the Head of Economic Development 
in respect of items under his remit. 

 
 
 Recommendation 
 

It is recommended that the Committee considers the items in the Report by 
the Head of Economic Development and agrees the recommendations 
therein. 

 
 
 
 
 

COLIN McCLINTOCK 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
29 October 2015 
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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL

NET EXP/(INC)
ANNUAL ESTIMATE ACTUAL

ESTIMATE TO DATE TO DATE
2015/2016 2015/2016 2015/2016

200 Culture and Heritage 0 0 0
400 Recreation and Sport - Indoor 0 0 0
400 Recreation and Sport - Outdoor 0 0 0
600 Tourism 855,274 361,958 358,181
800 Community Services 0 0 0

1200 Cemetery and Mortuary Services 0 0 0
1400 Environmental Health 0 0 0
1800 Public Convenience 0 0 0
2000 Licensing 0 0 0
2200 Other Cleaning 0 0 0
2400 Waste Collection 0 0 0
2600 Waste Disposal 0 0 0
3000 Other Community Assets 0 0 0
3200 Minor Works 16,500 3,500 3,125

0 Community Planning 0 0 0
4200 Economic Development 829,515 459,354 450,299

0 Urban Regeneration & Community Development 547,644 100,765 97,759
0 Planning policy 0 -2,909 -229,168

2800 Building Control 340,143 123,120 -66,111
0 Parking Services 0 0 0

3600 Democratic Representation 4,500 400 173
0 Mayors Allowances 0 0 0
0 Members Allowances 0 0 0
0 Official Visits 0 0 0
0 Conferences 0 0 0
0 Contributions 0 0 0
0 Officer Time 0 0 0

3800 Corporate Management 98,001 51,094 56,700
5200 Trading Services 20,850 3,625 3,513
4600 Non Distrbuted Costs 0 0 0
4800 Central Services to Public 0 0 0

0 Special Local Purposes 0 0 0
0 PCSP 0 0 0
0 Community Safety 0 0 0

Election Expenses 0 0 0
0 Registration 0 0 0
0 Emergency Planning 0 0 0

5800 Bank Interest & charges 0 0 0
6800 Cont to Repair and Renewals 0 0 0

Cont to Single Status 0 0 0
9000 Central Services 0 0 0
9000 Leisure Services 0 0 0
9000 Environmental Services 0 0 0

Overall Totals 2,712,427     1,100,907     674,471     
Difference Between Budget to date & Actual to Date (426,436)    

DEVELOPMENT  & PLANNING SERVICES
Estimated Net Financial Position for the year to 31st March 2016

As at 30th September 2015
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From: Karen Smyth [mailto:karen.smyth@nilga.org]  
Sent: 09 October 2015 15:48 
To: Theresa Donaldson; Mr Anthony Tohill; Mr Brendan Hegarty; Mr David Jackson; Mr John Kelpie; Mr 
Liam Hannaway; Mr Roger Wilson; Mr Stephen Reid; Mrs Jacqui Dixon; Mrs Suzanne Wylie; Ms Anne 
Donaghy 
Cc: Derek McCallan 
Subject: NILGA advice on the Closure of the NI Renewables Obligation to new onshore wind in 2016 - DETI 
consultation  

Dear All 

Further to a number of member queries. I have looked into the issue of the recently published 2 week DETI 
consultation on the closure of the Northern Ireland Renewables Obligation (NIRO) to new onshore wind in 
2016, and in particular, the reason for the variance from the Minister’s previous position that the NIRO 
would be available until 2017.  

In his introduction to the consultation the Minister comments that this is a devolved matter, but that 
adopting a different approach to the rest of the UK would result in the cost impact of that decision being 
borne by the relatively small number of consumers in Northern Ireland rather than all consumers across the 
UK.  

It was the intent of the suite of legislation in place across all UK regions, that complementary renewables 
obligation orders operated together to, in effect, create a UK wide renewables obligation.  

In the ‘Renewables Obligation Closure Order 2014’  for England and Wales, which legislated for a change in 
2017,  it is made clear that  

Contracts for Difference (CfDs) are the new main support mechanism for large-scale low-carbon electricity 
generation, including renewable electricity generation, provided for by the Energy Act 2013. In Great 
Britain, the CfD is intended to open for applications in autumn 2014. Due to reforms to the Single Electricity 
Market in Northern Ireland, the Northern Ireland Executive does not plan to open its market to CfDs for 
projects commissioning before 2016 at the earliest. 

The transition period in Northern Ireland will therefore be shorter than in Great Britain and any legislation 
for closure of the RO in Northern Ireland would be made by the Northern Ireland Department of 
Enterprise,Trade & Investment.  

However, since the publication of the 2014 order, UK government policy has changed with an 
announcement by the Department of Energy and Climate Change in June 2015 to close the Renewables 
Obligations for onshore wind in 2016,  across Great Britain. 

Despite the Minister’s attempts to negotiate a later eligibility date for wind projects in Northern Ireland, he 
has only been successful for projects linked to clusters, as noted in the consultation paper. The short 
consultation period is to ensure certainty for the industry.  

DECC have been clear that they are not prepared to give any further concessions to Northern 
Ireland.  Any further divergence from the DECC position will result in DECC legislating for Northern 
Ireland to pay all costs that are inconsistent with  the 2015 DECC policy. 

Appendix 3
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On reading the consultation paper it would appear that the Minister’s hands are tied. The policy is 
extremely clear and will provide certainty for developers, although it is regrettable that this announcement 
has been so sudden.  
 
However, only a short period of time has passed since the DECC change of policy and there is already strong 
evidence that the policy shift has caused financial problems. DECC have already announced a softening of 
their approach (see below) and it will be vitally important for DETI to keep abreast of developments in 
London, to ensure that developers in Northern Ireland are not unnecessarily disadvantaged.  
 

From renews.biz “DECC is to allow "struggling" onshore wind farms meeting the Renewables 
Obligation grace period criteria an extra nine months to connect to the grid. 

The government said project developers who can meet the criteria and can “demonstrate that they 
have struggled to secure finance from lenders since 18 June”, the date it announced the RO would 
close a year early on 1 April 2016, “will be allowed extra time but no longer than nine months”. 

The extension will be introduced via an amendment to the Energy Bill, which is at the committee 
stage in the House of Lords. Wind farm developers have expressed concern that lenders will not 
finance projects until the Energy Bill is on the statute book. 

The government will also table an amendment to extend the “approved development condition” 
for projects that had planning permission refused on or before 18 June, or where the relevant 
planning authority failed to determine a planning application where a decision was due by 18 
June, and which are then subsequently granted consent at appeal. 

DECC will extend the grace period to these projects on the grounds that had a correct or timely 
decision been made by the planning authority, such projects would have met the grace period 
criteria announced on 18 June.” 

 
NILGA will be writing to DETI to ensure that they take account of amendments to the (UK) 
Energy Bill before implementing a Northern Ireland policy. It is most unfortunate that this area 
of policy is so unsettled.  
 
Members should also note that DECC will look at options to continue support for community energy 
projects, as part of the Feed-in Tariff Review later this year. 
 
Articles which may be of interest:  
 
http://renews.biz/96806/decc-extends-grace-period/ 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-onshore-wind-subsidies-protect-investment-and-get-
the-best-deal-for-bill-payers 
 
 
DECC Ministerial Statement: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ending-new-subsidies-for-
onshore-wind 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/community-energy
http://renews.biz/96806/decc-extends-grace-period/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-onshore-wind-subsidies-protect-investment-and-get-the-best-deal-for-bill-payers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-onshore-wind-subsidies-protect-investment-and-get-the-best-deal-for-bill-payers
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ending-new-subsidies-for-onshore-wind
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ending-new-subsidies-for-onshore-wind


You can follow amendments to the England and Wales Energy Bill 
here: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/energy/documents.html 
 
 
Regards 
 
Karen 
 
 
 

 
 
Karen Smyth 
Head of Policy  
NILGA 
Bradford Court 
Upper Galwally 
Castlereagh 
BT8 6RB 
 
Tel: 02890 798972 
 
Email: karen.smyth@nilga.org  www.nilga.org 
 

The information contained in this email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or body to whom it is addressed. If 
you are not the intended recipient, or person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are not authorised to and must 
not disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or any part of it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and 
delete the email from your system. 

The opinions, views or comments on this e-mail are mine and do not necessarily reflect any views or policies of the Northern Ireland 
Local Government Association (NILGA). NILGA accepts no responsibility for changes to this email after it was sent or for any damage to 
the recipient's systems or data caused by this message or its attachments. 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/energy/documents.html
mailto:k.smyth@nilga.org
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APPENDIX 4 
 

REPORT BY MR COLIN DUFF, HEAD OF SERVICE (BUILDING CONTROL) 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number of 
recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the new Council. 

The following decisions are required: 

1. Building Control Applications- Full Plan Applications and Regularisation 
Certificates 

2. Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice Ready Report to 
Land and Property Services 

3. Department for Social Development – Affordable Warmth Project 
4. To note transcript of Meeting of Committee for Social Development regarding 

the Housing (Amendment) Bill 

 
ITEMS FOR NOTING 
 
1. BUILDING CONTROL APPLICATIONS – FULL PLAN APPLICATIONS AND 

REGULARISATION CERTIFICATES 
 

For the period 20 September 2015 to 19 October 2015, 68 Full Plan 
Applications were ‘Approved’ and 40 Regularisation Certificates were issued in 
accordance with the powers delegated. 

 
Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee note this information. 

 

2. DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND PERSONNEL – COMPLETION NOTICE 
READY REPORT TO LAND AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
The completion notice ready report for the period 20 September 2015 to 19 
October 2015 returned to the DFPNI, Land and Property Services indicated that 
a total of 68 properties have been identified as having reached occupiable 
status.   

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee note this information. 

 
3. DEPARTMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT – AFFORDABLE WARMTH 

PROJECT 
 

Home Assessment Officers within the Building Control Service, in the month of 
September 2015, have visited 535 dwellings for the Affordable Warmth Scheme 
and made 113 referrals for home improvements to the NIHE. 
 



Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee note this information. 

 
4. NI ASSEMBLY : COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL 
 

Attached under Appendix BC 1 is a copy of the Hansard transcript of the 
Committee for Social Development meeting held on 15 October 2015 regarding 
the Housing (Amendment) Bill attended by Belfast City Council, Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council and Northern Ireland Local Government Association. 
 
Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee note this information. 

 

 
 
 

COLIN DUFF 
HEAD OF SERVICE (BUILDING CONTROL) 
22 October 2015  
 



Committee for Social Development

OFFICIAL REPORT
(Hansard) 

Housing (Amendment) Bill:   
Belfast City Council, Lisburn and 

Castlereagh City Council and Northern 
Ireland Local Government Association

15 October 2015
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NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY 

 

 

 

Committee for Social Development 

 

 

 

Housing (Amendment) Bill: Belfast City Council, Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council and Northern Ireland Local Government Association 

 

 

 

15 October 2015 
 

 

 
Members present for all or part of the proceedings: 
Mr Alex Maskey (Chairperson) 
Mr Jim Allister 
Mr Roy Beggs 
Ms Paula Bradley 
Mr Gregory Campbell 
Mr Sammy Douglas 
Mr Phil Flanagan 
Mrs Dolores Kelly 
Mr Adrian McQuillan 
 
 
Witnesses: 
Mr Stephen Leonard Belfast City Council 
Mr Colin Duff Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council 
Alderman Arnold Hatch Northern Ireland Local Government Association 
Ms Karen Smyth Northern Ireland Local Government Association 
 
 

 

 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): We have with us today Karen Smyth, Alderman Arnold Hatch, 
Stephen Leonard and Colin Duff.  I formally welcome you to the Committee.  I hand over to you, 
Arnold. 
 
Alderman Arnold Hatch (Northern Ireland Local Government Association): Thank you very much 
indeed for your welcome, Chairman, and for the opportunity to discuss the Bill with the Committee this 
morning. You already have our written submissions and the councils' responses.  There is a high 
degree of commonality among the 11 councils.  We do not intend to add much more to what we have 
submitted, but we hope that we can use this time for positive discussion. 
 
In the wider context, Chairman, I would like to say that the Northern Ireland Local Government 
Association (NILGA) is in the process of consulting the 11 councils on the proposed content of a 
Programme for Government.  We will share that with the Committee when we have it finalised.  
However, we want to play our part in the delivery of that Programme for Government at Assembly 
level as well and in efforts to improve both vertical and horizontal collaborative effort.  In that regard, it 
is quite good practice to have multilevel governance in any part of the world.  It is a principle that gives 
better outcomes at local government, Assembly and Westminster levels, with policies in each 
correlated. 
 
We are very supportive of the Executive's drive towards having more open and transparent 
government and the development of better regulations.  We are therefore supportive of the move to 



2 

ensure that information can be shared. We will hear more about that from my colleagues in a moment.  
We are also aware of the data protection safeguards that are required. 
 
Councils are willing partners in collaborative efforts to improve public services but within the resource 
constraints and provided that liabilities are not conferred without the funds.  We outlined in our written 
responses where paths cross in service provision in relation to the Bill.  Therefore, we are extremely 
keen to ensure that councils are treated as partners in government when it comes to the sharing of 
information to assist us to assist you in delivering better services.  We have examples of building 
control, planning, work with the Housing Executive etc. 
 
That is all that I have to say at the moment, and I will hand over to my colleague Colin Duff to deal 
briefly with clause 1. 

 
Mr Colin Duff (Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council): Local councils are keen to see vacant 
properties brought back into use.  Legacy and new councils have been working with Departments and 
are keen to move the issue on. 
 
The councils often hold relevant information, which we share, at local level.  The legislation should be 
extended to include the 11 councils seeking information on ownership of empty properties.  Councils 
are required to comply with data protection and freedom of information legislation and are subject to 
enforcement by the Information Commissioner. 
 
Councils believe that any sharing of information should include the councils in support of such issues 
as enabling a council to shape its own future in relation to the community planning duty; assist to 
utilise regeneration; help in the identification of property owners in relation to dilapidation and blight 
projects; and assist councils in dealing with dangerous buildings and relevant dangers to the public.  
Having legislation to assist in information sharing would allow councils to play their full part in the 
partnership. 
 
That is all that I have to say on clause 1.  It is over to Stephen for clause 2. 

 
Mr Stephen Leonard (Belfast City Council): Councils welcome the inclusion of clause 2 and would 
probably request the insertion of councils in the clause.  Currently, antisocial behaviour (ASB) forums 
at local authority level provide the PSNI, councils and the Housing Executive with a platform to 
exchange information on antisocial behaviour and to work together to ensure that appropriate action is 
taken on that.  This amendment and the inclusion of registered housing associations will allow them to 
participate more fully in those forums.  Currently, when you go to a local antisocial behaviour forum, 
and it comes to the disclosing of certain information about housing association tenants, the housing 
association cannot attend that part of the meeting.  This inclusion will allow for the proper sharing of 
information and joining up in relation to those problems. 
 
Housing associations can get information, but they have to apply through their legal representative to 
the PSNI's occurrence case management teams (OCMT), and that can be a long and drawn-out 
process.  This will improve that.  We feel that it will provide a robust gateway for the sharing of 
information and ensure that councils recognise that it needs to be done in a consistent manner.  There 
will be a need for protocols to be in place to outline clearly what information can be shared, for what 
reasons and the arrangements required in the storage and disposal of data on both sides. 
 
Neighbourhoods are generally of mixed tenure.  You will have a mixture of people in Housing 
Executive properties, private properties and housing association properties.  We find that tenants of 
privately rented properties can also be problematic.  The Houses in Multiple Occupation Bill includes 
provision for licence conditions around the management of behaviour and information-sharing clauses.  
Down the line, that may create a loophole in relation to private tenants in that they would sit outside 
the sharing of information and management of antisocial behaviour.  We request that that is looked at 
in the Bill.  Councils have access to information on landlords through landlord registration.  We are 
restricted to the Private Tenancies Order in using our powers.  However, it may be a gateway that will 
allow us to engage, through antisocial behaviour forums, with private landlords in managing tenant 
behaviour. 

 
Alderman Hatch: I have a few brief comments on clause 3.  Although the provisions of the clause fall 
outside the remit of councils, NILGA is generally supportive of efforts to improve the use of public 
finances and government attempts to work more effectively.  Therefore, we are supportive of the 
principle of a pilot scheme or pilot schemes as a method of testing new ways of working, and we 
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support clause 3 in that context.  We will not know how it works until you actually have some pilot 
projects, but, as far as we as a local government association are concerned, we would support the 
testing of the system. 
 
That completes our presentations, Chairman.  We are happy to take any questions that you may have 
for us. 

 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): Thanks very much for that.  Before I bring members in, I have a 
question.  Both council representatives, Colin and Stephen, referred to the councils having relevant 
information that you would like to share.  I know that some of it relates to void properties and so on, 
but, in respect of the Bill, in terms of tackling antisocial behaviour, will you give us a flavour of the 
information that you say you have?  I do not mean any personalised or individualised information.  
What type of information do you have?  How do you have the information that you would like to share? 
 
Mr Duff: I come from a building control background.  We share a lot of information with central 
government and DFP in relation to new-build properties, extensions and that sort of thing.  We supply 
that information monthly.  In relation to antisocial behaviour and empty properties, that is probably for 
Stephen. 
 
Mr Leonard: The council holds information in relation to antisocial behaviour.  We are responsible for 
enforcement around noise and sometimes on-street drinking.  Through our antisocial behaviour 
forums, we provide a forum where agencies can share all their information in relation to antisocial 
behaviour.  That allows the agencies to agree common approaches to problems or particular 
individuals in an area.  At the moment, because the Housing Executive is at the table, we can be seen 
to be dealing with its tenants because we can share the information, but a growing frustration for 
people in the community is that they do not see it being evenly applied because they do not see the 
same actions being taken against people living in housing association properties or, potentially, people 
living in private rented sector properties. 
 
Mr Campbell: There was some discussion earlier and last week in the Committee about what 
constitutes antisocial behaviour in terms of information sharing.  Do your members have any view on 
the sharing of information about tenants who might have a severe history of the non-payment of rent 
as opposed to being convicted of partying or excessive drinking? 
 
Mr Leonard: It is not something that a council holds any information on.  We — 
 
Mr Campbell: I understand that, but do you have a view on whether that would be an appropriate 
sharing of information? 
 
Mr Leonard: It would probably not be classed in the definitions or the information that we collect on 
antisocial behaviour.  We deal primarily with legislation such as clean neighbourhoods, which sets out 
the various types of antisocial behaviour that we can deal with.  I do not think that it is classed in that, 
so the council's view is that, at the moment, the definition covers whatever the definition of antisocial 
behaviour in law is. 
 
Ms Karen Smyth (Northern Ireland Local Government Association): If we were to consider that 
issue, we would need to take it back to the membership and the councils to seek a view on it.  It is not 
something that we have considered in relation to the Bill. 
 
Mr Allister: You possibly heard the discussion earlier about the extension or non-extension of the Bill 
to information sharing with the private landlord sector: do you have a view on that subject? 
 
Mr Leonard: Provided that the information is shared properly in a form that protects that data, we are 
of the view that it would be helpful in managing antisocial behaviour.  As I mentioned previously, we 
have areas where we have individuals living in different tenures; as a result, we can deal more 
effectively with certain types of tenant than others. From a council point of view, the criticism that we 
get from members of the public is that there is inconsistency.  We would probably welcome the 
opportunity to do that, provided that there are guarantees and a protocol in place on how that 
information is used and the purposes that it is used for. 
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Mr Allister: One of the objections to the extension is that the private sector does not have the 
capacity to deal with it in terms of data processing and putting in place all the protections necessary.  
Do you think that that is valid or not? 
 
Mr Leonard: The antisocial behaviour forums and the sharing of information in those might provide 
protection around that.  How we engage with landlords in that forum might provide some protection 
around how information is shared and stored. 
 
Mr Allister: In the councils' experiences, is there any preponderance of complaints from one sector 
rather than another within the range of private, housing associations and the Housing Executive? 
 
Mr Leonard: I do not have a breakdown of that, to be honest. 
 
Mr Allister: Do you have any feel for it? 
 
Mr Leonard: I would not want to say, because I am not 100% sure.  The only feeling that we get 
through feedback from residents is that, sometimes when we are dealing with problems in an area, we 
unfortunately cannot deal properly with tenants who are in the private rented sector.  We get that 
feedback in certain instances or areas where we have problems from time to time, but I could not 
quantify it.  I have not really sat down to do that or thought about it.  It is something that we could look 
at. 
 
Mr Allister: OK, thanks. 
 
Mr Beggs: I assume that, at present, if a noise nuisance or rubbish nuisance has been reported to the 
council and you feed back through the social landlord, the housing officer will visit and explain to the 
tenant the difficulties that they are creating and how they are breaching their tenancy and that that can 
bring about improved behaviour and issues can go away.  Is that the normal practice when engaging 
with housing associations or the Housing Executive? 
 
Mr Leonard: Yes.  It is just the timing of that at present, because, at times, we can only share 
information with housing associations when it becomes public; ie where there has been a noise 
abatement notice served or where we have taken enforcement action.  At that point, it is public, and 
we can share that.  However, in the build-up to that, where a tenant is causing problems and he or she 
is affecting a range of agencies, the antisocial behaviour forums allow you to share that and target it 
before it actually gets to the point of the notice being served or action being taken.  Presently, the 
housing associations cannot be involved in that, but the Bill will allow that. 
 
Mr Beggs: So, you are sharing with the Housing Executive. 
 
Mr Leonard: Yes, we can do that. 
 
Mr Beggs: Does its engagement sometimes resolve the issue at an earlier stage without it needing to 
be pursued? 
 
Mr Leonard: It can do, yes.  You can definitely do that at an earlier stage.  There are people who will 
persist, but early intervention is usually very effective.  We find across all realms but with noise 
legislation in particular that, when we speak to someone once, that generally tends to deal with the 
issue. 
 
Mr Beggs: OK.  So you do not engage with the private sector whatsoever; is that correct? 
 
Mr Leonard: We just have to be careful about the data that we share with them.  We cannot share 
certain data with them. 
 
Mr Beggs: OK.  I could understand there being higher risks when you are talking about historical data, 
something that goes back years to a previous tenancy and all of that.  However, if there is a live case 
today where tenants are unable to sleep or there are vermin, you still cannot share with the landlord 
that there is a problem at their property; is that correct? 
 
Mr Leonard: In some instances, it is still unproven, and it is not — 
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Mr Beggs: I came across a case, in the last month or so, where rubbish had piled up in the backyard.  
They were not using bins and just piling the rubbish up.  At present, could you share that information 
with the landlord? 
 
Mr Leonard: We would probably serve a notice on that and then make the landlord aware.  It is a 
public notice at that stage, so we would make them aware that that action has been taken. 
 
Mr Beggs: There is then a delay for that process to kick in.  How long would that delay be? 
 
Mr Leonard: It depends.  We usually give people a fair chance to deal with rubbish in their garden 
and clean it up themselves before going along the line of serving a notice. 
 
Mr Beggs: Again, if you had noise levels for regular party houses, at what point can you share that 
with the landlord? 
 
Mr Leonard: The Noise Act 1996 allows us to serve fixed penalties after 11.00 pm.  Once we have 
served a fixed penalty or a warning notice, which happens on the night, it is available straight away 
and we can share that information. 
 
Mr Beggs: It is available, but how does the landlord get to know about it? 
 
Mr Leonard: It is difficult, sometimes, because, when something like that occurs, we deal with the 
matter, but it is only a warning notice or a fixed penalty.  We have to be careful about sharing 
information with private sector landlords because they can use it to remove a tenant from a property.  
We have to be sure that it is a proven allegation at that time before we would think about doing that.  
On the issue of personal data and what we can share, there are issues around information and, when 
we hand it over, what that information is.  We could maybe provide a copy of the notice, but we would 
have to redact certain personal information. 
 
Mr Beggs: If it is a noise level, there is a reading and you have hard, objective information.  Are you 
saying that that cannot be shared?  There seems to be a certain amount of doubt as to whether that 
would be shared. 
 
Mr Leonard: In some instances, if an offence has occurred, we could share the information. It does 
not happen routinely, but we could probably share it. 
 
Mr Beggs: I am not really looking at the case of someone who has a one-off party, but, where there 
are repeat offenders, at what point do you share it? 
 
Mr Leonard: In certain instances, we would take our own cases through the courts in relation to that. 
 
Mr Beggs: Is the landlord made aware at that point? 
 
Mr Leonard: In some instances, we can contact the landlord and we might do so, but in other 
instances there is not that contact with the landlord because the notice is not on the landlord but on 
the person who is causing the noise.  They may comply with that notice and not cause a problem 
again; therefore, there is no need for us to engage in that process in the long term. 
 
Mr Beggs: I can see that, under the Data Protection Act, there are risks with sharing information, but if 
it is hard, factual information — 
 
Mr Leonard: There is no real, robust way of doing that.  There is no safe way of sharing that data at 
the moment.  We need to think about how we could do that to allow ourselves to work in that way. 
 
Mr Beggs: Have you any suggestions as to how the Bill could be adjusted to allow you to share hard, 
factual information that you may have at an earlier stage with landlords so that engagement can occur 
and, hopefully, an improvement in behaviour can occur at an earlier stage without, ultimately, going 
through a legal process that might, perhaps, result in evictions? 
 
Mr Leonard: If we could use landlord registration data and engage them through our recognised 
antisocial behaviour forums, that would be the best way of doing that. 
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Mr Flanagan: Karen, you may be best placed to answer this: is there consistency across each of the 
councils in how they collect and keep data relating to individuals and organisations? 
 
Ms Smyth: Each council will have officers who are tasked with data protection and freedom of 
information and will work with the different departments in councils to make sure that — 
 
Mr Flanagan: I am focusing on the type of systems that they use.  Do they all now use electronic 
systems, where a database or a spreadsheet can easily be searched to see whether an individual or 
an organisation appears on it, or are some of them still using paper-based systems? 
 
Ms Smyth: I think that paper-based systems are in use for some areas of work.  I would need to 
check that for you.  I could find that out for you; I do not have that information at the moment. 
 
Mr Flanagan: If paper-based systems are still being used, I do not think that this will work.  Unless all 
the councils, the housing associations and the Housing Executive are using a very similar electronic 
system that can be searched at the touch of a button, we will be told that the process of searching to 
see whether an individual is on the list is too onerous and cannot be done.  That is the fear that I have 
with this. 
 
Ms Smyth: That is a valid point.  There is a move in government as a whole towards a more open and 
transparent data system.  That is being driven through the public sector information (PSI) directive 
from Europe.  We are in discussion with DFP, Digital NI and open data people in government as to 
what data councils can or should share.  When it comes to some of the issues and concerns about 
people's personal information in relation to their housing, we need to look carefully at how to take that 
forward. 
 
Mr Flanagan: The legislation is due to come into operation two months after it receives Royal Assent, 
which might not be that far away depending on how it proceeds.  I would be concerned that the way 
that councils collate information — I am not sure about the housing associations yet — might not be 
good enough to deal with the requirements of sharing information. Is that something that you can try to 
get the councils to deal with in that short time? 
 
Mr Leonard: I can speak only from my experience.  We record our information on our own database, 
and we can then capture that information in reports and forward it to the relevant agencies.  We have 
agreements — 
 
Mr Flanagan: But there is not consistency in how each of the 11 councils does that. 
 
Mr Leonard: There will be consistency in that they all use particular databases to record their work, 
and obtaining reports from that probably would not be an issue for them.  It is just a matter of defining 
what that information is and making sure that it is captured correctly and pulled off the system. 
 
Ms Smyth: Post reform, the 11 new councils are starting new methods of operation.  There have been 
discussions about computer systems and IT and how councils can go forward on a more even basis.  
They have been working closely with government to make sure that they are all on the NI Direct 
platform and to make sure that they can access the planning portal.  There is more activity there to 
make sure that everybody does fairly similar things.  I would need to check on the specific issue that 
you asked about. 
 
Mr Flanagan: Some members are looking to explore whether tenants who have not paid their rent on 
time or for a considerable time should be included in this, and, conversely, I am interested in knowing 
about landlords who have a history of illegally evicting tenants, not keeping rent books, not returning 
deposits or not complying with some of the basic regulations that a landlord must comply with.  Are 
there any mechanisms, in your eyes, for how sharing that information about bad landlords could be 
included in the legislation? 
 
Mr Leonard: There are provisions in the Houses in Multiple Occupation Bill on the fit and proper 
persons test that will — 
 
Mr Flanagan: A lot of this Bill seems to protect landlords from taking in tenants who might have a 
history of antisocial behaviour.  Some members want to include private landlords in that, which is 
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understandable.  Do you accept that it might be fairer, if we are to give private landlords the ability to 
check the history of tenants, that tenants should be able to check the history of landlords? 
 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): To be fair, that is for another piece of legislation as opposed to this 
one. 
 
Ms Smyth: We would have to go back and consider that. 
 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): For me, the issue of consistency is not so much about the format of 
the retention of the information as about whether there is a consistency across the councils in how you 
define antisocial behaviour.  For me, that is the consistency that is the important bit for us to work out.  
You suggested earlier that you all work to a common definition. 
 
Ms Smyth: With the way that the policy works, consistency is achieved in councils through people 
who work on these issues in each council meeting regularly to make sure that they are all singing off 
the same hymn sheet.  That happens in building control and environmental health.  The chief 
executives meet, and it all feeds into a regional approach. 
 
Mrs D Kelly: My point has been dealt with; it was about that consistency.  Councils get the blame for 
the antisocial behaviour, but I was wondering about noise nuisance complaints and how that 
information is shared.  Is the point for action consistent across all councils, and is there a pattern of 
other agencies seeking that information from councils in relation to some tenancy schemes? 
 
Mr Leonard: We receive requests from housing associations in relation to tenants from time to time, 
but we can only provide them with certain information and can only provide that information after we 
have taken action.  The nature of a noise complaint is that we will receive a lot of complaints that are 
allegations, and, as a result of our investigation, we sometimes find that the person may not have 
actually breached any legislation.  There are necessary controls around what we can share, and there 
is good reason for that, too. 
 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): The last member to speak is Adrian.  I remind members that this is 
Adrian's first contribution to the Committee.  You are very welcome.  This is your maiden speech in the 
Committee. 
 
Mr McQuillan: Stephen, you said that you have no problem with sharing information as long as it is 
safe.  How do you suggest that we keep the information safe if we share it with private landlords?  
How do you deal with a private landlord who is interested just in getting their rent and does not care 
what his tenants are doing around the neighbourhood, for instance?  All he is interested in is getting 
the housing benefit paid into his account, once a month.  Is there any way that the area responsible for 
housing benefit could look at that and hit him where it hurts — in the pocket? 
 
Mr Leonard: I do not think that I can comment on that.  We want to bring landlords into the 
established antisocial behaviour forums network.  We would want to share information with them that 
way and try to make them more responsible with regard to their tenants.  At present, the behaviour 
can continue without any action from the landlord.  I think that it is a positive step, because we get 
approached by landlords who would be willing to engage and to take part in it.  We feel that it would 
be a positive step. 
 
Mr McQuillan: How can you guarantee that the information that you share with that private landlord 
will be held safely? 
 
Mr Leonard: I suppose that that is one of the things that we would have to look at around the 
information-sharing agreements that we put in place.  Currently, we have information-sharing 
agreements in place.  We have to state what we share.  In doing that, we also state in the protocol 
how we expect it to be shared and the controls that need to be in place for that individual to get the 
information.  Vice versa applies.  When we get information in, the way in which we store it is controlled 
through these protocols.  We even have controls within our own database.  Only our officers who are 
involved in the housing legislation side of it get to see that data; no one else across the environmental 
health service gets to see it.  Very strict regimes can be put in place.  Providing guidance, potentially, 
or protocols that are similar to what already exists will provide those safeguards, as will the possibility 
of some sort of audit or self-audit and confirmation that they are storing and using the information 
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properly.  We get information, but we do not hold on to it.  Once we use it, we dispose of it.  Generally, 
that is the rule that we expect. 
 
Mr McQuillan: And it works all right.  It looks like it could work, on paper, but I am not sure how it 
would work, practically. 
 
Mr Leonard: One thing that would have to be very clear in the Bill is that, if you misuse the data, you 
will be guilty of an offence.  Some sort of punishment in the Bill around the misuse of data would cover 
that. 
 
Mr McQuillan: A carrot-and-stick approach. 
 
Mr Leonard: Yes. 
 
The Chairperson (Mr Maskey): Thank you very much.  No other members have indicated a wish to 
speak.  Colleagues, unless you want to add anything to what has been said, we are happy to leave it 
for now.  Thank you for coming here and for, first, giving us a written submission.  Thank you for taking 
the time for that.  We very much appreciate the information that you have given us.  It will help us to 
deliberate on the Bill. 
 
Alderman Hatch: Thank you. 



APPENDIX 5 
 

REPORT BY MR PAUL McCORMICK, HEAD OF SERVICE (ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT) 
 
The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number of 
recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the new Council. 
 
The following decisions are required: 
 
To decide: 
 

1. To agree amount of bid for 2016 Pipe Band Championships 
  
 
To note: 
 

2. To note the award of £73,000 from DARD to consult on and develop an 
Interim Local Development Strategy for Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action 
Group 

 
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION 

  
1.  2016 PIPE BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS BID 

 
Members will be aware that each year the Royal Scottish Pipe Band 
Association (NI Branch) invites bids for hosting local NI Branch events.  With 
this in mind, and having staged a successful Pipe Band Championship every 
year in the past few years including the City of Lisburn and Castlereagh Pipe 
Band Championships at Moira Demesne on 1 August 2015 it is now the time 
for RSPBA (NI Branch) to accept bids for 2016 events.  
 
Any bids to host a NI Branch Championship will be decided at the Annual 
General Meeting of the RSPBA (NI Branch) in November 2015. Members 
should also be aware that to secure the 2015 Lisburn and Castlereagh Pipe 
Band Championships a bid of £13,000 (plus additional £3,000 technical 
assistance) was successful in attracting a 30 band competition.  
 
The only suitable date in 2016 for a bid is 6th August 2016, one week before 
the World Championships in Glasgow.  It is anticipated this event will attract 
50 bands, including bands from ROI and the Rest of the World as they 
prepare for the World Championships the following week.  This local 
competition should attract 4,000 - 5,000 visitors.  A bid in the region of 
£16,000 plus a further £5,000 for technical support and marketing should 
result in a positive outcome.   

 
Additional festivities may include Highland Games, Fun Fair or other 
performance arts.  The cost to bring these additional elements to create a 
greater public event would be approximately £5,000.  A number of venue 
options are still to be considered and could be confirmed following notification 
of the outcome of the bid process. 



APPENDIX 5 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Committee agrees to bid to host a Pipe Band 
Championship on 6 August 2016 at a cost of £16,000 plus an additional 
£5,000 being budgeted for technical support and marketing of the event.   

 
 
ITEMS FOR NOTING 
 
2. NI RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014 – 2020 UPDATE  

 
DARD has awarded the Council £73,000 to consult on and develop an Interim 
Local Development Strategy for Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group 
which is to be submitted to DARD for review by the end of December 2015.  
The strategy will outline target areas for grant investment of £3.23 million as 
part of the new NI Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 under the 
following schemes: 
- Rural Business Investment  
- Rural Basic Services (Community/Recreational Initiatives) 
- Village Renewal  
- North / South Co operation  
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that Members note the above.  
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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 4 NOVEMBER 2015 
 
ADDITIONAL REPORT BY MR COLIN McCLINTOCK, DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a recommendation 
specifically relating to the operation of the new Council. 
 
 
The following decisions are required: 
 
1. To agree that the Chairman and/or the Vice Chairman or their nominees 

attend the Agenda NI’s Annual Agriculture & Food Conference. 
  
 
ITEM FOR DECISION 
 
 
1. ATTENDANCE AT AGENDA NI AGRICULTURE & FOOD CONFERENCE 
 

Members should note that Agenda NI’s 5th Annual Agriculture and Food 

Conference is to be held on Thursday, 3 December 2015 at the Dunadry 

Hotel, Co Antrim.  The conference will discuss the impact of EU Agriculture & 

Rural Development Policy, opportunities to improve innovation and 

competitiveness within the NI Agri Food sector, challenges facing the dairy 

industry and grant schemes available to the NI Agri Food sector through the 

new Rural Development Programme 2014-2020.  Further details on this 

conference can be found on the AgendaNI website: 

http://www.agendani.com/events/agriculture2015/index.php 

 

The estimated cost of a Member’s attendance at this conference is £148.40. 

 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Chairman and/or Vice Chairman or their nominees 
attend the Agriculture & Food Conference as detailed above. 

 
 
 
 
 

COLIN McCLINTOCK 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
3 November 2015 

http://www.agendani.com/events/agriculture2015/index.php
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