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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership held in 
the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday 19 February 2019, at 
5.30pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor B Hanvey (Chairman) 
Alderman G Rice MBE 
Councillor S Carson 
Councillor A P Ewing  
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor T Mitchell 
Councillor J Palmer 
Councillor R Walker  
Mr M Busch 
Mrs Y Craig (Vice-Chairman) 
Mr P Dean 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

PCSP Manager 
Head of Business and Democratic Services  
Member Services Officer 
 
Designated Organisations 
Chief Inspector J Wilson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 

 
 

 

 
The Chairman, Councillor B Hanvey, opened the meeting at 5.33pm and outlined the 
evacuation procedures in the case of an emergency. 
 
1. Apologies 
 
It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of Alderman M Henderson MBE, 
Councillor B Mallon, Ms D Hancock and Ms P Leeson. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chairman, Councillor B Hanvey, invited the Partnership to declare any Interests 
they might have in relation to the business of the meeting. 

 
There were no declarations of interest expressed at the meeting. 
  
3. PSNI 9 Monthly Monitoring Report 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson thanked the Partnership for the opportunity to present his 
report and apologised on behalf of Superintendent D Beck who couldn’t be present at 
the meeting.  He highlighted that he was the Duty Officer on call this evening and 
apologised in advance should he require to take a call during the meeting. 
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Members were provided with a copy of a report regarding the Lisburn & Castlereagh 
Policing District Performance against the Policing Plan for the period 1 April – 31 
December, 2018, and the Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the salient points of the 
report as follows:- 
 

 13.5% increase in crime with a peak period during the summer months which in turn 
reflected on the outcome rate which dipped from 33.3% to 29.5%.  The main crime 
categories that seen an increase were violence against the person whereby violence 
without injury increased by 40.2% which includes harassment and malicious 
communications on social media.  Theft offences relating to driving off without 
payment increased by 23.2% and sexual offences increased by 29.2%. Crime trends 
showed a move towards online crime whilst shoplifting, burglaries and anti-social 
behaviour crimes were reducing and drug seizures were at a 6 year high. 
 

 Communication and Engagement:  Both neighbourhood teams and local policing 
teams continue to engage and communicate with a number of different groups and 
organisations across the area by attending meetings and forums discussing issues 
such as anti-social behaviour, drug use, criminal damage and road safety matters.  
Monthly police drop-in surgeries continue to be held in Ballybeen and surgeries in 
Old Warren and Carryduff had recently commenced.  School talks were carried out 
at a number of schools advising children on topics such as the role of police, hold 
hands stay safe, people who help us, drugs and alcohol, bullying, internet safety and 
fireworks.  Station tours were also conducted for youth and adult groups.  The PSNI 
continue to communicate through social media & text alert, neighbourhood watch 
schemes, farm watch, churches forum.  The launch of the Nextdoor App early this 
year will allow the PSNI to communicate messages to followers informing them of 
issues and alerts specifically within their area.  

 

 Protection of People and Communities:  Members of the neighbourhood team 
continue to meet with local elected representatives and community groups to 
influence young people and help prevent them from becoming involved in anti-social 
behaviour.   The Prevent and Deter Scheme is set up to divert vulnerable young 
people away from crime and address underlining issues.  There were 7 young 
people involved in this scheme.  The PSNI were proactive over the last nine months 
and made almost 1400 referrals to the youth diversion officer for either non-offence 
or offence related matters.  Police presence had increased in regards to anti-social 
behaviour hotspots especially in Lisburn City Centre during the weekends and 
officers continue to be proactive by patrolling the hotspot areas, engaging with 
young people and dealing with any offence and non-offence behaviours.  38 
juveniles successfully completed an intervention course which had been set up to 
raise awareness against drugs and alcohol and minimise the risk of reoffending.  In 
terms of Domestic Violence, Women’s Aid Liaison Officer based in Lisburn continues 
to offer support and advice to victims and front-line officers attending investigations 
regarding domestic incidents.  In terms of Road Safety, the number of collisions 
overall remains static, but the number of people arrested for drunk driving had 
increased over the Christmas period.  Motoring offences seen an increase for the 
number of fixed penalty notices issued on the roads for parking, speeding and non-
vehicle test certificate.  

 

 Reduction in Offending:  Burglary offences had seen a reduction compared to the 
same period last year and operations took place across the district through high 
visibility patrolling of hotspot areas to stop mobile organised crime gangs from 
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coming into these areas.  Drug bins located in designated areas continue to be used 
by local communities mainly for prescription drugs.  The PSNI were engaging with a 
number of groups in the district area in terms of tackling paramilitarism, this work is 
at an early stage however there is a positive willingness in working together and 
addressing the issue. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor B Hanvey thanked the Chief Inspector J Wilson for his 
comprehensive report and invited the Partnership to ask questions. 

 
4. Questions 

 
4.1 Domestic Violence Crimes 
  Councillor B Hanvey 
 
In respect of the overall domestic violence crimes which had increased by 40%, 
Councillor B Hanvey queried what proactive measures were being taken by 
officers to actively alleviate domestic violence crimes rising.  He also asked for an 
explanation regarding the outcome rate which was low compared with the overall 
increase of crime activity. 
 
The Chief Inspector responded that in terms of the crime clearance rate actual 
successful detection made were on power with this time last year and that the 
effects of rising crime had lowered this figure.  He added that officers continue to 
be proactive through daily morning meetings of which 25-30% of crimes and 
incidents are monitored and also undertake to regularly review all crimes for 
opportunities to ensure outcomes are maximised and investigations are carried 
out appropriately.  He further commented that crimes which are currently difficult 
to make an impact on were making off without payment, harassment and 
malicious communications which takes place privately and to make an impact 
involves education and a change of people’s mind-set. 
 
Mr P Dean left the meeting at 6.03 pm and returned at 6.04 pm. 
 
4.2 Anti-Social Behaviour  
  Councillor B Hanvey 
 
Councillor B Hanvey acknowledged that anti-social behaviour figures were down 
for this year compared with last year but highlighted the recurrent issue of anti-
social behaviour at the Lagan Valley Island underpass, whereby large numbers 
of youths were gathering.  He added that on the evening of Friday 15th February, 
2019 the PSNI had been called to the area and it was noted that officers did not 
physically get out of their vehicle to carry out a search of the area nor did they 
interact with the youths.  He also made reference to the same issue which 
occurred on Sunday 17th February, 2019 were it took four hours for the PSNI to 
respond.   
 
Acknowledging that the PSNI had responded to a further incident at the Lagan 
Valley Island site this afternoon whereby two individuals had been seen using a 
dinghy on the river, Councillor B Hanvey stressed that concern was growing that 
with the mix of drugs and alcohol being consumed by the youths and this site 
being surrounded by water it was only a matter of time before someone is 
injured. 



  PCSP 19.02.2019  

12 

 

 
Councillor B Hanvey also highlighted anti-social behaviour in the Carryduff area 
where up to 15 youths gather and stated that two dugouts put up on behalf of the 
local soccer club had been vandalised and asked if periodic patrols could be put 
in place to show physical presence and for the PSNI to engage with the youths 
rather than allow the situation to escalate. 
 
Chief Inspector Wilson responded that in relation to the matter at the Civic Centre 
whereby officers had not got out of their vehicles, he would raise this matter with 
officers, he further commented that Lagan Valley Island is listed by them as a 
‘hotspot’ and welcomed the opportunity to work with other organisations and 
engage in other schemes and that he was conscious of the dangers this site 
poses and queried if there were any other precautions the Council could take in 
securing the premises. 
 
The Head of Business and Democratic Services stated that in respect of having a 
responsibility for this facility the Council had engaged with ROSPA  who 
conducted a survey of the site and on the back of their report the Council fully 
implemented their recommendations over the past year.  The Council was also 
working closely with Lisburn Commerce Against Crime, the PSNI, PCSP, Lisburn 
Safe, DAMASK and other groups regarding diversionary activities.  However, she 
highlighted that it would be remiss of her not to reiterate that these premises are 
on an Island surrounded by water and with the mix of youths, alcohol, drugs and 
water she had grave concerns.  She further commented that this facility is a 
public site and that there was a duty of care to staff and patrons attending events 
on site, and they should not be subject to intimidation or verbal abuse. 
 
The Chief Inspector acknowledged the concerns raised and suggested that the 
need for a joint approach in tacking this issue was required.  He stated he was 
not playing down the dangers of anti-social behaviour but highlighted that the 
PSNI had a number of competing priorities and with limited resources and 
financial challenges he was not in a position to have a permanent presence in 
place on the site on a daily basis. 
 
4.4 Anti-Social Behaviour 
  Alderman G Rice MBE 
 
Alderman G Rice MBE raised concern for the elderly people within the Carryduff 
area with regards to incidents that had been occurring in the area since 
Halloween.  Homes had been subject to vandalism, writing on walls and recently 
coping stones had been knocked off walls including her own, her husband’s car 
had also been targeted whereby a wing mirror had been kicked off, and just 
recently two burglaries occurred on Church Road and the Saintfield Road.  Police 
were contacted yet no response or feedback had been received.  She further 
added that the police had been patrolling the area through drive-bys, however do 
not physically get out of their vehicles and carry out searches.  She identified the 
hotspot areas for youths gathering were by the river at the Crescent/Hollygate, 
the Old Baptist Church at Queens Court and Lough Moss. 
 
She further reported that Councillors were not receiving notifications of meetings 
happening with the local police and public. 
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The Chief Inspector responded that he would feedback to the Neighbourhood 
Team who organise such events to ensure that future notifications of meetings 
between the police and public were received.  It was also agreed that this 
information would also be sent to the PCSP Manager.  He further agreed to 
follow up on her no victim update to ensure a response was received. 
 
4.5 Scams 
  Alderman G Rice MBE 
 
Alderman G Rice MBE commended PSNI for their intervention and quick 
response when she had been scammed via an email, she also extended her 
thanks to the Victim Support Team who had contacted her in respect of the 
incident. 
 
4.6 Anti-Social Behaviour/Drug Dogs 
  Mrs Y Craig 
 
Mrs Y Craig suggested that in regards to anti-social behaviour by youths at 
Lagan Valley Island, in order to separate the youths committing criminal offences 
to those gathering for the company, was it possible to make use of drug dogs as 
a method of detection. 
 
The Chief Inspector agreed that he would follow up on this suggestion with the 
Neighbourhood Sargent and highlighted his awareness that there were a limited 
number of drug dogs currently in the Service. 

 
4.7 Illegal Car Parking at Harmony Hill School 
  Mrs Y Craig 
 
Ms Y Craig raised concern regarding parents parking their vehicles on the 
footpaths between the hours of 2pm and 3pm at Harmony Hill School which was 
causing great danger to the school children and stated that only last week there 
had been a near-miss where a child was almost knocked down by a vehicle.  She 
suggested that if police were there to patrol the area during these times then 
parents would be more vigilant regarding how they parked. 
 
The Chief Inspector agreed to note the issue and would feedback to the relevant 
officers. 
 
4.8 Anti-Social Behaviour 
  Councillor T Mitchell 
 
Councillor T Mitchell made reference to the point raised by the Head of Business 
and Democratic Services in respect to youths engaged in anti-social behaviour in 
the City were not actually from Lisburn City and queried if there was an 
opportunity to deal with the matter at the train and bus stations before they enter 
into the City. 
 
The Chief Inspector responded that it would be difficult to intervene at this stage 
if no offence was being committed.  He further advised that it was also difficult to 
detect the youths coming into the City as they were entering in small numbers. 
 



  PCSP 19.02.2019  

14 

 

Councillor T Mitchell further reported that a bench located at Hill Street donated 
by a member of the public had been burnt and destroyed which may correlate to 
another area of anti-social behaviour in the City. 
 
4.9 Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Mr P Dean 
 
Mr P Dean referred to the fact that drugs and alcohol were being consumed by 
youths at Lagan Valley Island and stated that a firm approach was necessary as 
the severity of the issue could result in periphery youths getting involved.  He 
added that to incriminate those involved was the only way to disburse the issue 
and it might send out a clear message to others. 
 
4.10 Obstructing Pavements 
 Mr P Dean 
 
Mr P Dean commended the enforcement campaign in respect of obstructing 
pavements which had been held this week in Dunluce Avenue in South Belfast.  
The campaign enforced that pavements were for people and that obstructing the 
pavements was illegal.  He further highlighted that an enforcement on obstructing 
pavements was required at Magheralave Road, Clonevin Park and Warren Park 
locations and suggested that the dispense of parking tickets would resolve the 
matter. 
 
The Chief Inspector responded that there had been a dramatic increase in the 
number of tickets issued as per his report and that this issue was difficult to 
combat and was an issue with all schools. 
 
4.11 Cold Calling 
 Mr P Dean 
 
It was agreed that the Chief Inspector would get back to Mr Dean to confirm his 
query in respect of how ‘No Cold Calling Zones’ were identified by area. 
 
4.12 Making Off Without Payment 
 Mr P Dean 
 
The Chief Inspector responded to Mr P Dean’s query and confirmed that there 
was no threshold minimum requirement in ‘making off without payment’.  He 
explained that the scheme works according to the information received and if it 
looks like a crime then it would be treated as a crime.  If the information looked 
like a possible mistake then a letter would be issued advising the person of their 
mistake and failing a response the police would then follow up as a crime. 
 
4.13 Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Councillor J Palmer 

 
Councillor J Palmer raised concern that police resources were being consumed 
by anti-social behaviour whilst other serious crimes particularly ATMs being 
ripped out of petrol stations were being committed.  He welcomed a positive 
outcome in resolving the anti-social behaviour at Lagan Valley Island and 
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suggested that a mass arrest would identify the individuals involved and enable 
the situation to be reported to their parents. 
 
The Chief Inspector confirmed that only last night three ring-leaders had been 
picked-up and brought home to their parents and advised that during the three 
weeks running anti-social behaviour operations over 50 seizures in alcohol were 
made.  
 
Councillor R Walker left the meeting at 6.47pm and returned at 6.50pm.  
 
4.14  Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Councillor A Ewing 
 
Councillor A Ewing also reiterated his views on anti-social behaviour crimes 
occurring at Lagan Valley Island and commented that the youths involved need 
educated and reached out to and that their parents need to be aware of the 
activities their children are getting up to. 
 
4.15 Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Mr M Busch 
 
Mr Busch suggested if the use of ally gates could be used to seal Lagan Valley 
Island off and prevent youths from accessing the river.  He also suggested if the 
Council could approach the Department for Infrastructure in seeking approval of 
this action. 
 
4.16 Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Councillor S Carson 
 
Councillor S Carson agreed with Mr M Busch that a proactive approach was 
required and suggested that if there was some sort of sub-committee or task 
force that could be set up in conjunction with other partners to pursue other 
avenues forward and share information.  He further agreed with Mr P Dean in 
that a hard approach was required in dealing with individuals involved in anti-
social behaviour to enforce that such crimes are not acceptable and would not be 
tolerated.  
 
The PCSP Manager confirmed to Councillor S Carson that meetings had taken 
place over the past four weeks with the Council, Lisburn Safe, Damask, PSNI, 
LCAC and the Education Authority and that security information obtained from 
the weekends were shared with Inspector McGratton providing updates of recent 
activity.  Constant communications was ongoing between Duty Officers, LCAC 
through radio link and the 101 telephone number and the deployment of 
voluntary partnerships were monitoring the situations at weekends. 
 
4.17 Body Worn Video Cameras 
 Councillor S Carson  
 
Councillor S Carson queried how the body worn video cameras worn by officers 
were activated. 
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The Chief Inspector responded that body worn video cameras were activated by 
officers when deemed necessary particularly when called to a domestic or 
confrontation situation. 
  

5. Any Other Business 
 
 5.1 Independent Vacancies 
  PCSP Manager 
 

It was agreed to recommend that the Partnership advise to the Policing Board 
following its recent enquiry, confirming that there are currently three Independent 
vacancies available and agreed for them to recommend the appointments of all 
three positions. 
 
5.2 Further Financial Assistance for DAMASK 
 PCSP Manager 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the request for further financial assistance of 
£2000 to Damask for the provision of outreach and additional equipment be 
acceded to. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.06 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                          Chairman 


