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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental Services Committee held in the 

Island Civic Centre, the Island, Lisburn, on 2 November 2016, at 5.30 pm 

 

PRESENT Councillor James Baird (Chairman) 

  

 The Right Worshipful the Mayor,  

Councillor RB Bloomfield MBE 

  

 Aldermen: M Henderson MBE, T Jeffers, SP Porter, J 

Tinsley 

  

 Councillors:  N Anderson, A Givan, J Gray MBE, A 

McIntyre, T Morrow, N Trimble and R Walker 

  

IN ATTENDANCE Alderman WJ Dillon MBE 

  

 Director of Environmental Services  

 Head of Service (Environmental Health) 

 Head of Service (Technical and Estates) 

 Head of Service (Operational Services)  

 Member Services Officer 

 Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Commencement of Meeting 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting of the Environmental Services 

Committee.  

 

1. Apologies 

 

It was agreed to accept apologies from the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, 

and Councillor L Poots. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman, Councillor J Baird, invited Members to declare any Conflicts of 

Interest they might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded 

them of the requirement to complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, 

which had been provided at the meeting.  The following declaration of interest 

was received: 
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 Councillor T Morrow in Item 4.6.5 – ‘Food Hygiene Rating Scheme – 

Statutory Display of Food Hygiene Rating’ on the basis that he owned 

a café that had a food hygiene rating. 

 

3. Minutes of the Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 5 

October 2016 

 

It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor T Morrow, 

and agreed that the minutes of the Environmental Services Committee 

meeting held on 5 October 2016, as adopted at the Council meeting on 25 

October 2016, be confirmed and signed. 

 

4. Report from the Director of Environmental Services  

 

Items for Noting: 

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor N 

Trimble, and agreed that the following items (Items 4.1 to 4.5) be noted. 

 

4.1   Environmental Services Trading Accounts – Period 6 

 

Members were provided with and noted copy of period 6 trading accounts.  

Members also noted that monthly budget control meetings, which included 

detailed analysis of committed budgets and variance, were taking place with 

Corporate Services and were attended by each Unit’s Head of Service. 

 

In response to Members’ queries, Officers clarified the reasons for 

underspend within the Technical and Estates Unit and confirmed that, in the 

preparation of estimates, the Council’s budget modelling system would take 

account of the 2015/16 actual expenditure figures and year-to-date 

performance. 

 

4.2   Rolling Year Absence Figures for Environmental Services 

 

Members were provided with and noted details of rolling year absence 

figures for the period 1 April 2015 – 31 August 2016.   

 

4.3 Royal Horticultural Society’s Britain in Bloom Awards 2016: 

Hillsborough 

 

Members were advised that at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Britain in 

Bloom Awards 2016, Hillsborough had been the overall winner in the Large 

Village Category and had been awarded the Gold Medal.  They also noted 

that Hillsborough village had received an additional discretionary heritage 

and would now compete in the RHS Britain in Bloom Champion of 

Champions 2017. 
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Members were provided with copy and noted a letter to the Mayor from the 

Chief Executive of the NI Local Government Association. 

 

Members referred to the contribution made by community groups in 

achieving the award and were advised that both the Director and the Mayor 

had written to congratulate them on the successful outcome and to thank 

them for their contribution.  In addition, the Chairman, Councillor J Baird, 

advised that the Mayor had kindly agreed to host a reception to 

acknowledge the efforts of community groups in Hillsborough.   

 

In response to Members’ comments, the Director undertook to investigate 

whether it was planned to hold the 2017 Britain in Bloom Awards Ceremony 

in Northern Ireland and, if so, whether the Council could submit a bid to host 

the event.  Members noted that the outcome of these queries would be 

reported to the next meeting of the Party Group Leaders Forum.  

 

4.4 Provisional Northern Ireland Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
Management Statistics April to June 2016  

 

Members noted the publication of the Provisional Northern Ireland Local 
Authority Collected Municipal Waste Management Statistics Report for April 
to June 2016. 
 
4.5   Report on Consultation on Proposals for Implementing Use of Seat 

Belts for 3 to 13 Years on Large Buses and Coaches 
 
Members were provided with and noted correspondence in relation to the 
Department for Infrastructure’s report following the consultation on 
proposals for implementing use of seat belts for 3 to 13 years on large 
buses and coaches. 
 
4.6   Report of Head of Service (Environmental Health) 

 

Items for Decision 

 

4.6.1   Consultation on Houses of Multiple Occupation Act 2016: 

Publication of Notice of Houses of Multiple Occupation 

Application 

 

Members were reminded that Council had agreed that Officers would 

prepare and submit comments to the Department for Communities in 

relation to the Consultation on Houses of Multiple Occupation with the 

understanding that these comments would be brought back to Committee 

for retrospective approval.   Members were provided with a copy of the 

response submitted on behalf of the Council.    

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor R 

Walker, and agreed to recommend that Council retrospectively approve the 
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comments submitted to the Department for Communities in relation to the 

Consultation on Houses of Multiple Occupation. 

 

4.6.2  Consultation on Licensing and Registration of Clubs 

(Amendment) Bill 

 

Members were reminded that Council had agreed that Officers would 

prepare and submit comments to the Department for Communities in 

relation to the Consultation on Licensing and Registration of Clubs 

(Amendment) Bill with the understanding that these comments would be 

brought back to Committee for retrospective approval.  Members were 

provided with a copy of the response submitted on behalf of the Council.    

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor R 

Walker, and agreed to recommend that Council retrospectively approve the 

comments submitted to the Department for Communities in relation to the 

Consultation on Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Bill. 

 

Councillor A Givan commented on the high percentage of alcohol sales from 

off-licence premises and the introduction of legislation in Scotland setting a 

minimum unit price for alcohol which was considered to have the potential to 

save up to 120 alcohol related deaths per year.    

 

Members noted that the consultation period had now closed and were 

advised that the legislation in Scotland had been introduced as part of 

health rather than licensing legislation.  It was then further agreed to 

recommend that Council write to the Department for Communities and to the 

Department of Health requesting that consideration be given to the 

introduction of legislation similar to that in Scotland to address the dangers 

of home drinking.    

 

4.6.3  Review of Monetary Limits for Gaming Machines and Associated 

Social Responsibility Issues 

 

Members were advised in respect of consultation from the Department for 

Communities with a closing date of 16 November 2016 in respect of 

Monetary Limits for Gaming Machines and Associated Social Responsibility 

Issues. 

 

Councillor N Anderson referred to the addictive nature of gambling and 

asked that the Council’s response should include a request that any 

premises used for gaming should only allow entrance to people aged 18 

years and over.   

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman M 

Henderson, and agreed to recommend that Council approve the submission 

of comments to the Department for Communities in relation to the Monetary 
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Limits for Gaming Machines and Associated Social Responsibility Issues 

with the understanding that these comments would be brought back to 

Committee for retrospective approval.   

 

It was further agreed that the response submitted on behalf of the Council 

would include comments made by Members. 

 

4.6.4  Tobacco Retailers Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 

 

Members were advised that from 1 July 2016, the Tobacco Retailers Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2014 had given powers to Enforcement Officers to issue 

Fixed Penalty Notices for a number of offences.  Members were provided 

with a detailed outline of offences and associated fixed penalties and fines.    

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Alderman T 

Jeffers, and agreed to recommend that Council approve the report in 

relation to the use of Fixed Penalty Fines for the offence of underage 

tobacco sales. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Gray, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, 

and agreed that the following items (Items 4.6.5 to 4.6.10) be noted. 

 

4.6.5  Food Hygiene Rating Scheme – Statutory Display of Food 

Hygiene Rating 

 

Members noted a detailed report regarding the implementation of the 

statutory display of Food Hygiene Ratings for food businesses throughout 

the City. 

 

4.6.6  Fire Risk Assessments in Council Facilities and at Council 

Events 

 

Members noted a report detailing the apportionment of responsibility 

between Environmental Health and Building Control for completion of Fire 

Risk Assessments in Council Facilities and at Council Events. 

 

4.6.7  Test Purchase Exercise for Tobacco Products 

 

Members were advised that a Test Purchase Exercise had been conducted 

on 16 August 2016 at 20 premises, of which one premise had failed. 

 

Members noted that a Formal Caution had been issued to a business in the 

Council area in relation to the test purchase exercise for the sale of 

cigarettes to persons under 18 years. 
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4.6.8  Test Purchase Exercise for Butane (Age Restricted Products) 

 

Members were advised that a Test Purchase Exercise had been conducted 

on 18 September 2016 at 10 premises, of which two premises had failed.  It 

was noted that one of the business that had failed was no longer operating 

and therefore no further action could be taken. 

 

Members noted that a Formal Caution had been issued to a business in the 

Council area in relation to the test purchase exercise for sale of butane to a 

person under 18 years of age.   

 

4.6.9  Response to the Department of the Environment “Policy 

Consultation” on Dilapidated/Dangerous Buildings and 

Neglected Sites 

 

Members noted the contents of the Department of Agriculture, Environment 

and Rural Affairs (DAERA) report on the synopsis of responses in relation to 

the Policy Consultation on Dilapidated/Dangerous Buildings and Neglected 

Sites. 

 

4.6.10 Blind Cord Safety 

 

Members noted information provided regarding blind cord safety and that 

this would be uploaded to the Council’s website. 

 

4.7   Report of Head of Service (Operational Services) 

 

Item for Noting 

 

It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Councillor N 

Anderson, and agreed that the following items (Items 4.7.1 to 4.7.3) be 

noted. 

 

4.7.1  Road Traffic Regulations (NI) Order 1997: Temporary Traffic 

Regulations: Culcavy Road, Hillsborough 

 

Members noted information provided regarding the temporary closure at 

Culcavy Road, Hillsborough. 

 

4.7.2  Road Traffic Regulations (NI) Order 1997: Temporary Traffic 

Regulations: Carnreagh Hill, Hillsborough 

 

Members noted information provided regarding the temporary road closure 

at Carnreagh, Hillsborough. 

 

4.7.3  Roads (NI) Order 1993 – Department for Infrastructure – 

Proposed Abandonment 
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Members noted information provided regarding the proposed abandonment 

at Galway Drive.  

 

In response to Members’ queries, the Director of Environmental Services 

clarified that the Development Committee was the primary Committee 

dealing with abandonment proposals and that the issue came to this 

Committee for consideration from the point of view of operational constraints 

such as street cleansing. 

 

4.8  Report of Head of Service (Technical and Estates) 

 

Items for Decision 

 

4.8.1  Recycling Bin Provision Policy 

 

Members were reminded that Officers had been asked to review policies on 

second brown bin provision and other associated issues.  Members were 

provided with copy of the Council’s current policies and considered a 

detailed report on the provision of recycling bins. 

 

Discussion ensued on the need to manage any system of additional 

allocation and also options to minimize the financial impact.   

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed to recommend that Council approve: 

 

 free of charge provision of all recycling bins and boxes to local 

householders; 

 provision of second brown bins on request but that a further report 

would be brought back outlining the communication with regard to the 

food waste restriction and a suitable charging mechanism for 

collection of any additional bin; 

 the potential need for financial provision to provide one additional 

vehicle and crew to collect organic waste would be identified within 

the financial estimates for 2017/18. 

 

(Alderman WJ Dillon arrived at 18.42 pm) 

 

4.8.2  Community/School Compost Initiative  

 

Members were advised that a number of local community groups and 

schools had been in contact with the Waste Management Team regarding 

the supply of compost made from material collected via the Council’s brown 

bin scheme and green waste from amenity sites. 
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It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed to recommend that Council approve the allocation of 

£2,000 for the provision of the supply of compost derived from the 

garden/food waste collection for use by local community groups and 

schools. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor T 

Morrow, and agreed that the following items (Items 4.8.4 to 4.8 6) be noted. 

 

4.8.3  NI Water Valve Upgrade Works at Linenhall Street Car Park 

 

Members were provided with copy and noted information relating to NI 

Water valve upgrade works at Linenhall Street car park. 

 

4.8.4   Supermarket Recycling Promotions 

 

Members noted information on promotion of the Council’s recycling services 

at supermarkets. 

 

4.8.5   NI Science Festival (16-26 February 2017) 

 

Members noted information on the involvement of the Council’s Waste 

Management Team in the provision of an inter-active workshop at the NI 

Science Festival.  

 

4.8.6   Textile Reuse Workshops – Upcycling Your Little Black Dress 

 

Members noted information on the planned textile reuse workshop taking 

place at Lagan Valley Island on 22 November 2016. 

 

5       Confidential Report by the Director of Environmental Services 

 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director be 

adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 

The Chairman, Councillor J Baird, advised that the matter contained in the 

confidential report would be dealt with “In Committee” for the reasons 

outlined: 

 

Item 5.1:  Confidential due to information which is likely to reveal the identity 

of an individual 

 

Item 5.2:  Confidential for reasons relating to the financial and business 

affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that 

information) 
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Item 5.3:  Confidential due to information relating to financial or business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

 

Item 5.4:  Confidential due to information relating to financial or business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

 

Item 5.5:  Confidential due to information relating to financial or business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

 

Item 5.6:  Confidential due to information relating to financial or business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Trimble, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be 

considered ‘In Committee’ in the absence of members of the press and 

public. 

 

In Committee 

 

Items for Decision 

 

5.1   Request to Undertake Additional Employment   

 

It was proposed by Councillor R Walker, seconded by Alderman M 

Henderson, and agreed to recommend that Council approve the request 

from a specified Officer to undertake additional work on the understanding 

that the work would not have a conflict of interest with the Council. 

 

5.2   Economic Appraisal for Diversion from Landfill of Residual Waste from 

the Council’s Household Recycling Centres (Civic Amenity Sites) 

 

Members were provided with copy of the economic appraisal to procure a 

contract for the diversion of all residual waste from the Council’s Household 

Recycling Centres. 

 

It was proposed by Alderman T Jeffers, seconded by Alderman M 

Henderson, and agreed to recommend that Council approve the 

recommendation contained within the economic appraisal. 

 

Items for Noting 
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It was proposed by Councillor N Trimble, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed that the following items (Item 5.3 to Item 5.4) be 

noted. 

 

5.3   Tender for the Service and Maintenance of the Council’s Waste 

Compactor Machines, Compactor Containers and Open Containers in 

Various Council Sites 

 

Members noted the tender award for the service and maintenance of 

compactor machines, compactor containers and open containers in various 

Council sites as set out in the Officer’s report. 

 

5.4   Winter Service for Council Facilities 

 

Members noted the award of the tender for Winter Service for Council 

Facilities as set out in the Officer’s report. 

 

5.5   Planning Appeals Commission Hearing for Proposed Waste Treatment 

Facility at Hightown Quarry for arc21 

 

Members noted the update on the Planning Appeals Commission’s hearing 

for proposed waste treatment facility at Hightown Quarry for arc21. 

 

5.3   arc21 

 

Members noted the papers from the arc21 Joint Committee Meeting of 27 

October 2016 and the associated arc21 Members’ Monthly Bulletin. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Trimble, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre, and 

agreed that normal business be resumed. 

 

Resumption of Normal Business 

 

6,      Any Other Business 

 

6.1   Pilot Nappy Scheme – Head of Service (Technical and Estates) 

 

Members noted that samples of nappies provided by the pilot nappy scheme 

were available at the meeting for Members to view. 

 

6.2   Interagency Working Group at Newtownbreda – Councillor N Anderson 

 

Councillor N Anderson thanked the Operational Services Unit for its 

participation in an interagency cleansing scheme at Newtownbreda. 

 

6.3   Work Place Domestic Violence Charter Awards – Chairman, Councillor 

J Baird 
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The Chairman, Councillor J Baird, reported that he had recently attended 

the Work Place Domestic Violence Charter Awards in Ballymena to receive 

a Gold Award on behalf of the Council.  He congratulated the Officers in the 

Environmental Health Services Unit who had worked hard to achieve this 

accreditation. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at  7.02 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             __________________ 

                                                                                  Mayor/Chairman 
 


