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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental Services Committee held in the 
Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, on Wednesday, 2 December 2015, at 5:50 pm  
  
PRESENT: Councillor Brian Hanvey (Chairman) 
  
 Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath 
  
 Aldermen T Jeffers and S P Porter 
  
 Councillors J Baird, B Bloomfield MBE, P Catney, A Givan, 

J Gray MBE, A McIntyre, T Mitchell, T Morrow, Jenny 
Palmer, L Poots and R Walker 

  
OTHER MEMBERS: Alderman J Tinsley 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Director of Environmental Services 
 Head of Service (Technical and Estates) 
 Head of Service (Operational Services) 
 Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, and Councillor N Anderson. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any declarations of interest they might 
have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 
requirement to complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been 
provided at the meeting. 

 
3. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Alderman S P Porter and 
agreed that the minutes of the Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 
4 November 2015, as adopted at the meeting of Council held on 24 November 2015, 
be confirmed and signed.  

 
4. Report from the Director of Environmental Services 
 

Items for Noting 
 

4.1 Environmental Services Trading Accounts Period 7 Position 
 

Members were provided with a copy of the trading accounts for October 2015 
(Period 7) for Members’ information. The Director advised that the overall Period 
7 Trading Accounts would be presented to Corporate Services Committee.   
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It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Alderman S P Porter 
and agreed to note the content of the accounts in the report from the Director of 
Environmental Services. 

 
4.2 Report from Head of Service (Operational Services) 

 
Items for Decision 

 
 4.2.1 Ulster in Bloom 
 

The Head of Service advised that Hillsborough had been nominated by NILGA for 
the Large Village category in the 2016 Britain in Bloom Awards and, due to the likely 
resource implications of such a commitment, he asked Members to consider 
whether they wished to participate in the forthcoming awards. 

 
Councillors Jenny Palmer and A Givan referred to the previous award won by 
Hillsborough in the Overall Best of the Best in UK category and they felt that 
Hillsborough should again be nominated. 

 
Councillor L Poots left the meeting at 6.00 pm. 

 
Councillor T Morrow enquired in respect of additional expenditure and was advised 
by the Head of Service that previous participation in the event had incurred 
expenditure of approximately £28,000, which did not include labour costs. Members 
agreed that Officers should provide a breakdown of the estimated additional cost at 
the January meeting. 

 
The Director of Environmental Services advised of the added value that such an 
award could bring to the tourism offering, given the proposals currently being 
considered with regard to Historic Royal Palaces. The Director confirmed that the 
current estimates did not make such provision and she sought approval to include 
a provisional amount of money to cover such participation for consideration in the 
forthcoming estimates meetings prior to Members’ consideration of the report tabled 
at the January meeting. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre 
and agreed to include a provisional amount of money in the estimates for 2016-
2017 for Hillsborough’s participation in the Large Village category of the 2016 Britain 
in Bloom Awards and to consider details of the additional expenditure estimated to 
be incurred as a result of participation in the event at the January Committee 
meeting. 

 
Items for Noting 

 
 4.2.2 Christmas Holiday Refuse Collection Arrangements 
 

The Head of Service tabled a breakdown of arrangements in respect of refuse 
collection for the forthcoming Christmas and New Year holiday period. 
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 4.2.3 Operational Services Staff Relocation to Central Services Depot, 
Altona Road, Lisburn 

 
The Head of Service confirmed that the scheduled relocation of Operational 
Services staff to the Central Services Depot at Altona Road, Lisburn, had been 
completed. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor J Baird and 
agreed to note Items 4.2.2 and 4.2.3 in the report from the Head of Service 
(Operational Services). 

 
4.3 Report from Head of Service (Technical and Estates) 

 
Items for Decision 

 
 4.3.1 Household Amenity / Bulky Charges 
 

The Head of Service referred to agreement at the November meeting of the 
Committee to amend the policy of charging £10 for up to three items for collection 
of bulky materials from local households and the request for additional information 
regarding the achievement of income during the current financial year in order to 
assess the timing of commencement of the free-of-charge service. 

 
The Head of Service outlined details of income achieved to date in the current 
financial year as well as potential pressures that might be placed on the service, 
which had not been planned for, if the free service was implemented prior to 1 April 
2016. 

 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by 
Councillor P Catney and agreed to commence a free-of-charge collection service of 
bulky materials from local households from 1 April 2016 and to table a further report 
outlining service parameters for Members’ consideration prior to the date of 
implementation. 

 
 4.3.2 Litter Bin Provision and Servicing for Third Parties 
 

Due to requests from third parties for the provision and service of litter bins, the 
Head of Service tabled details of associated costs to the Council for Members’ 
consideration. He recommended that, going forward, such requests would require 
assessment of operational feasibility and, if the proposed locations were deemed 
suitable, service could be provided within current operational capacity and the 
relevant third party would incur the associated cost. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Councillor P Catney and 
agreed to provide and service litter bins requested by third parties at approved 
locations at the cost outlined in the report. 

 
Items for Noting 

 
 4.3.3 European Week for Waste Reduction 2015 
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The Head of Service advised that the European Week for Waste Reduction had 
taken place on 21-29 November 2015 and outlined details of activities undertaken 
to mark the event for Members’ information. 

 
 4.3.4 Christmas Refuse Collection and Disposal Arrangements 
 

The Head of Service tabled details of arrangements for kerbside collections of 
recyclables, real Christmas trees, compostable and landfill waste, in addition to 
civic amenity site opening times, during the Christmas and New Year period. 

 
Councillor L Poots returned to the meeting at 6.14 pm. 

 
 4.3.5 Keep NI Beautiful – Local Environmental Quality Benchmark Report 
 

The Head of Service tabled correspondence from Dr Ian Humphreys, CEO, Keep 
Northern Ireland Beautiful, outlining a number of services they supply and 
requesting a meeting to discuss these matters. 

 
 4.3.6 Temporary Closure of Carryduff Household Recycling Centre – 

Christmas and New Year Arrangements 
 

The Head of Service advised that details of alternative arrangements during the 
Christmas and New Year period for users of Carryduff Recycling Centre had been 
placed in the Carryduff Focus magazine as well as the Council’s Citywide 
magazine and would also be posted on the Council’s website. The Chairman 
welcomed these additional measures and thanked the officers in this regard. 

 
 4.3.7 Antrim Street Car Park Use by NI Water for Works to Existing 

Combined Sewer Overflow 
 

The Head of Service tabled correspondence from Northern Ireland Water 
regarding proposals relating to work to the combined sewer overflow on Antrim 
Street car park. He stated that the work was due to commence in May/June 2016 
and would last for approximately six months. In order to carry out this work, it would 
be necessary to isolate several parking spaces and restitution would be sought 
from Northern Ireland Water in respect of loss of income. Confirmation was also 
given in respect of reinstatement works and, where necessary, a Bond would be 
secured. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor P Catney, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to note Items 4.3.3 to 4.3.7 in the report from the Head of Service 
(Technical and Estates). 

 
4.4     Report from Head of Service (Environmental Health) 

 
Items for Decision 

 
 4.4.1 The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (2000) 
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The Head of Service referred to a report regarding the potential need to progress 
the use of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (2000) to the Corporate 
Management Team, which included three options. He pointed out that Option 1 – 
not to progress the use of the Act in the Council area – would be the most 
advantageous option and advised that it would not reduce the Council’s regulation 
capacity in fulfilling its statutory requirements. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor P Catney, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to note the report in relation to the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 
(2000) and approve Option 1 – not to progress the use of the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act (2000) in the Council. 

 
Items for Noting 

 
 4.4.2 Workplace Charter on Domestic Violence Gold Award 
 

The Head of Service referred to the Onus 6th Annual Awards Ceremony, hosted by 
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council on 4 November 2015, where Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council was awarded the Gold Charter Awards for its work in 
respect of domestic violence. The Chairman confirmed his unavailability for this 
event due to a clash with the November Committee Meeting. 

 
Councillor Jenny Palmer congratulated Officers for this achievement and she 
urged Members to attend future events, where possible, and to support this 
important work. 

 
 4.4.3 Environmental Health Service Unit – Service Delivery 
 

The Head of Service provided an update in respect of the relocation of the 
Environmental Health Service Unit to Bradford Court and reiterated the existing 
contact details, which were available to Members as well as members of the public. 

 
 4.4.4 Internal Health and Safety 
 

The Head of Service advised that, in order to strengthen the Council’s current 
Health and Safety arrangements, several Corporate Health and Safety Procedures 
had been developed, based on specific risks, and details would be tabled at the 
January meeting. 

 
 4.4.5 Review of Civil Contingencies Arrangements in Local Government 
 

The Head of Service advised that, following an independent review of the Civil 
Contingencies Arrangements in Local Government in Northern Ireland requested 
by the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and carried out by the 
Department of Finance’s Business Consultancy Service, Emergency Planning was 
now located in the Environmental Services Department. Recommendations to 
enhance the existing arrangements were outlined in addition to issues that could 
not be resolved by Local Government, which had been forwarded to the Head of 
Civil Service for his attention. Following receipt of a response, a further report 
would be tabled for Members’ information. 
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 4.4.6 Off-Street Car Parking 
 

The Head of Service referred to previous consideration of the off-street car parking 
function, and in particular the financial performance. He confirmed that the actual 
performance was significantly below the anticipated performance as estimated by 
TransportNI. Members were further advised that discussions were currently taking 
place with Economic Development Officers to consider a more strategic approach 
in the management of off-street car parking. The Director confirmed that as part of 
the Lisburn City Centre Master Plan car parking would be considered as an integral 
service.  

 
 4.4.7 Off-Street Car Parking – Issue of Penalty Charge Notices 
 

The Head of Service referred to a previous request for additional information 
regarding a traffic attendant’s remit and the issue of Penalty Charge Notices in off-
street car parking areas. He stated that enforcement was provided by 
TransportNI’s contractor who also employed the traffic attendants. 

 
The Head of Service outlined details of the traffic attendants’ role in issuing for 
issuing Penalty Charge Notices to vehicles found to be in contravention of 
restrictions and examples of challenges raised prior to the transfer of off-street car 
parking to Local Government. 

 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath, left the meeting at 6.28 pm. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor J Baird, seconded by Councillor B Bloomfield and 
agreed to note Items 4.4.2 to 4.4.7 in the report from the Head of Service 
(Environmental Health). 

 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath, returned to the meeting at 6.31 pm. 

 
5. Confidential Report from the Director of Environmental Services 
 

It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor P Catney and 
agreed to consider the confidential report from the Director of Environmental 
Services ‘In Committee’, in accordance with the Local Government Act (NI) 2014, 
Schedule 6, Part 1, Clause 3 – Information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person (including the council holding that information). 

 
5.1 Lisburn New Cemetery Extension Phase 4  

 
Councillors P Catney and T Mitchell left the meeting at 6.32 pm. 
 
Following the evaluation of tenders received for the Lisburn New Cemetery 
Extension Phase 4, the Head of Service (Technical and Estates) sought approval 
to award the tender to Gibson (Banbridge) Ltd, being the lowest compliant tender 
received and considered capable of completing the works to the Council’s 
satisfaction. 
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It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor Jenny Palmer 
and agreed to award the tender for the Lisburn New Cemetery Extension Phase 4 
to Gibson (Banbridge) Ltd, being the lowest compliant tender received. 
 
Councillor T Mitchell returned to the meeting at 6.34 pm. 

 
5.2 Tender for the Provision of a Kerbside Sort Service for the Collection 

and Recycling of Mixed Dry Recyclables from Households (Tender 
Ref T73)  

 
The Head of Service (Technical and Estates) advised that the current contract for 
the provision of a kerbside sort service for the collection and recycling of mixed dry 
recyclables from households (Tender Ref T73) was due to expire on 31 March 
2016. However, in order to facilitate the ongoing work to harmonise waste services, 
he sought approval to exercise the extension option to extend the contract for a 
further 12 months, commencing 1 April 2016. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Councillor B Bloomfield and 
agreed to approve an extension of the tender for the provision of a kerbside sort 
service for the collection and recycling of mixed dry recyclables from households 
(Tender Ref T73) for 12 months, commencing 1 April 2016. 

 
5.3 arc21  

 
The Director of Environmental Services referred to the update given at the 
November meeting of the Committee in respect of correspondence exchanged 
between Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and arc21 and she tabled a 
response from arc21 for Members’ information. 
 
The Director tabled further correspondence from Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council to the Minister for the Environment and to the Chief Executive of 
arc21, which had been received on 2 December.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor A Givan and 
agreed to note the response from arc21 to Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council and correspondence from Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council to 
the Minister for the Environment and the Chief Executive of arc21. The Director 
advised of the forthcoming of the Joint Committee where this correspondence 
would be considered and she confirmed that a further update would be given at 
the next Committee meeting. 
 
It was agreed that normal business should be resumed. 

 
6. Any Other Business 
 

6.1 Hillsborough War Memorial 
 

Councillor Jenny Palmer referred to her previous request at the October Committee 
Meeting for cleaning and weeding works to be carried out prior to the Remembrance 
event. She thanked the Director of Environmental Services and the Head of Service 
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(Operational Services) for their response but stated that her request had been for 
weed removal and tidy up rather than cleansing. The Director advised that she 
would further investigate why the request appeared not to have been attended to 
and an update would be brought back. 

 
The Director and Head of Service apologised for this oversight. 

 
6.2 Christmas Decorations 

 
Alderman S P Porter asked that Officers check the quality and range of the Council’s 
Christmas decorations in Bow Street and, if required, purchase replacements. 

 
6.3 Remembrance Sunday 
 

Councillor L Poots stated that he was aware of a previous issue with the 
proceedings associated with the Remembrance Sunday event last year.  Whilst 
these were not directly related to Environmental Services, Officers should 
endeavour to ensure that overall arrangements would be better co-ordinated in 
future years. 
 

6.4 Erection of Dundonald Christmas Tree 
 

Alderman T Jeffers thanked Officers for their hard work in the erection of the 
Christmas tree in Dundonald 
 

6.5 UDR War Memorial 
 

Councillor A Givan asked that Officers investigate the option of a second step at the 
UDR War Memorial as he had noticed that some participants had experienced 
difficulties due to the height of the existing step. The Director of Environmental 
Services advised that she would contact Economic Development Officers to enquire 
whether this request could be addressed as part of the wider  Public Realm Scheme. 
 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 6.51 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
Chair:                                                                                        Date: 

 


