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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on 
Wednesday, 12 October 2016 at 7.00 pm 
 
PRESENT:   Councillor U Mackin, Chairman 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor,  
Councillor B Bloomfield MBE 

     
    Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin 

 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, A G Ewart 

   
Councillors S Carson, A P Ewing, J Gallen, O Gawith, A Givan, 
H Legge, T Mitchell, M H Tolerton and S Scott 

 
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
     

Chief Executive 
  Lead Head of Development 
 Head of Building Control  

Tourism Development Manager  
    Committee Secretary 
      
    Cleaver Fulton Rankin 
     
                                            Ms Kate McCusker (Legal Advisor) 
 
                                            Royal Ulster Agricultural Society 
 
                                            Mr Colin McDonald, Chief Executive 
 
                                            The Paul Hogarth Company Limited (Landscape Architect) 
   
                                            Mr David Watkiss 
                                            Mr Andrew Haley 
                                              

 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, welcomed everyone to the October Meeting of 
the Development Committee, and thanked Members for their attendance. 
 
The Chairman stated that should any Member require to leave the meeting to notify 
the Members Services Officer in order that their departure can be recorded accurately 
in the minutes. 
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1.    Apologies 
 
   It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of  
   Councillors P Catney and A Grehan, and the Lead Head of Planning & Building  
   Control. 

 
  
2.  Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
 have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 
 requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which 
 had been provided at the meeting. 
 

A Declaration of Interest form was completed by Councillor H Legge in respect of  

item 5.1.2.13  ‘Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Scheme,’ in view of 

her membership of the Board of the Northern Ireland Housing Executive. 

 
 
3.   Minutes 

 
  It was agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of Committee held on 7 September     
  2016, as adopted by the Council at its meeting on 27 September 2016, be confirmed  
  and signed. 
 
 

4. Deputations 
 

It was agreed that the deputations be received at the meeting following consideration of 
the Report by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control. 

 
 
5. Reports by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control and the Lead Head of 

Development 
 
5.1    Report by Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning & 
Building Control be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below: 
 
 5.1.1   Section 76 Planning Agreements 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to the Council’s Legal 
Advisor, Ms Kate McCusker, who was in attendance at the Meeting in order to present 
the above item and to answer any questions from the Committee. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the proposed Section 76 Planning 
Agreements Position Paper. 
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 5.1.1   Section 76 Planning Agreements (Cont’d) 
 
The Legal Advisor reminded the Committee that the authority to make use of the 
Planning Agreements was currently found under Section 76 of the Planning Act (NI) 
2011 and in the Strategic Planning Policy Statement for Northern Ireland. It was noted 
that the Local Authority would continue to use planning conditions as part of the 
planning application process to ensure that new developments were well designed, 
attractive and would provide a positive impact on the overall Lisburn & Castlereagh City 
Council landscape. 
 
Members also noted that new developments often put pressure on already 
overstretched infrastructure and community areas and it was generally expected that 
developers would mitigate or compensate for the impact of their proposals by way of 
‘Planning Agreements.’  With the Council’s current Local Development Plan being 
BMAP, and as the Council was currently developing its own Local Development Plan 
for the Council area, it was necessary to provide a context and framework where Local 
Authorities and applicants/developers could enter into legal agreements which would 
be attached to planning permissions going forward. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Scott, seconded by Councillor O Gawith, and agreed 
to recommend that the Section 76 Planning Agreements Position Paper, as circulated, 
be approved. 
 
The Council’s Legal Advisor responded to a question from Alderman W J Dillon in 
regard to the Council’s decision making process on planning matters now that the 
above-mentioned position paper had been approved. 
 
The Chief Executive advised that the Department for Infrastructure had recently 
released guidance on the subject of Planning Agreements which had already been 
looked at by the Council’s Legal Advisor.  It was noted that the guidance was now out 
for consultation and would come before the Council in due course. 

   
 5.1.2   Report by Head of Building Control 
 
It was agreed that the recommendations of the Head of Building Control be adopted 
subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Item for Decision 
 

  5.1.2.1    Street Naming off Killultagh Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reminded the Committee that the above matter had 
been considered at the September Meeting of the Development Committee, when the 
street naming proposal of ‘Carrick Court,’ at the request of Members, had been 
referred back to the Service Unit to seek an alternative street naming proposal from 
the developer. 
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 5.1.2.1    Street Naming off Killultagh Road, Lisburn (Cont’d) 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Carrickmaddy Court’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the name ‘Carrickmaddy’ 
had an historic link to the area by way of townland name be approved, it being noted 
that the Elected Members representing the DEA, and Royal Mail, had been consulted 
on the new proposal, there being no objections to this proposal having been received 
from consultees. 
    
  5.1.2.2    Street Naming off Pond Park Road, Dundonald 
 
The Head of Building Control reminded the Committee that the above matter had 
been considered at the September Meeting of the Development Committee, when the 
street naming proposal of ‘Pond Park Mews,’ at the request of a Member, had been 
referred back to the Service Unit for additional information to be provided.   
 
The Head of Building Control advised that additional information in this regard had 
been furnished to the Member that had made the request. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Pond Park Mews’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that ‘Pond Park’ was an 
existing name used in the locality, be approved, there being no objections to this 
proposal having been received from consultees. 
  
         5.1.2.3    Street Naming off St James Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Marshall Homes NI Limited had proposed 
the street name for a development of 10 dwellings off the existing St James Road, 
near Hillsborough. 
  
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘St James Meadow’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that ‘St James’ was an 
approved name that was used in the locality, be allocated to the proposed 
development off St James Road, Lisburn, there being no objections to this proposal 
having been received from consultees. 
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         5.1.2.4    Street Naming off Barnfield Road, Derriaghy, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Calico Architects had proposed the street  
name for 46 dwellings off the existing Barnfield Road, Derriaghy, Lisburn.   
  
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Huntingdon Hill’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that ‘Huntingdon’ had a 
topographic link to the area, be allocated to the proposed development of 46 
dwellings off Barnfield Road, Derriaghy, Lisburn, there being no objections to this 
proposal having been received from consultees. 
 
     5.1.2.5    Street Naming off Hillsborough Road, Moneyreagh 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Alan Patterson Design had proposed the 
names for a development of 69 dwellings off the Hillsborough Road, Moneyreagh. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the street names ‘Laurel Bank Road’, ‘Laurel Bank 
Close,’ ‘Laurel Bank Gardens,’ ‘Laurel Bank Manor,’ ‘Laurel Bank Way’ and 
‘Hillsborough Road Mews’ which met the requirements of the Council’s Street 
Naming Policy in that ‘Laurel Bank’ had an historic link to the area and ‘Hillsborough 
Road’ was an approved name that was used in the locality, be allocated to the 
proposed development off the Hillsborough Road, Moneyreagh, there being no 
objections to this proposal having been received from consultees. 
 
     5.1.2.6    Street Naming off Halfpenny Gate Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Simpsons Development Limited had 
proposed the names for a development of 19 dwellings off the existing Halfpenny 
Gate Road. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the street name ‘Halfpenny Gate Lane,’ which met 
the requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the name ‘Halfpenny 
Gate’ was an approved name that was used in the locality be allocated to the 
proposed development of 19 dwellings off Halfpenny Gate Road, Lisburn, there being 
no objections to this proposal having been received from consultees. 
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     5.1.2.7    Street Naming off Moira Road, Glenavy 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that David McMaster Architects had proposed 
the name for a development that consisted of 16 dwellings off the existing Moira 
Road, Glenavy. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Greenhall Park’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that ‘Greenhall’ had an historic 
link to the area be allocated to the proposed development off Moira Road, Glenavy,  
there were no objections to this proposal having been received from consultees. 
  
 5.1.2.8    Street Naming off Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Alan Patterson Design had proposed 
street names for a development that consisted of 11 dwellings off the existing 
Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn. 
  
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
  
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Strawberry Hill Court,’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that ‘the name ‘Strawberry Hill’ 
had an historic link to the area, be allocated to the proposed development of 
dwellings off Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn, there being no objections to this proposal 
having been received from consultees. 
 
 5.1.2.9    Street Naming off Longstone Street, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Building Control reported that Rockhill (Lisburn) Limited had proposed 
the name for a development that consisted of 5 dwellings off the existing Longstone 
Street, Lisburn. 
  
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was agreed to recommend that the name ‘Belvoir Court’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the name ‘Belvoir’ was an 
approved name that was used in the locality, be allocated to the proposed 
development off Longstone Street, Lisburn, there being no objections to this proposal 
having been received from consultees. 

 
The recommendations in respect of items 5.1.2.1 – 5.1.2.9 which related to Street 
Naming were proposed and seconded by Councillor O Gawith and Councillor  
M H Tolerton, respectively. 
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  5.1.2.10   Department of Finance – Consultation on Proposed Building   
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2016: New Part M 
and Minor Amendments to Part F (Closing Date: 7 October 2016) 

 
The Head of Building Control reminded the Committee that a report on the 
consultation by the Department of Finance on the proposed Building (Amendment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2016 had been presented at the September Meeting 
of the Committee for noting. 
 
A copy of the consultee letter from the Department, dated 15 August 2016, which set 
out the basis of the consultation had been circulated to the Committee for information 
and which outlined the proposed amendments to the Building Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2012 (as amended). 

 
Also furnished to the Committee was a copy of the Council’s submission which had 
been made to the Department by the stipulated closing date. 

 
  It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, and  
        agreed to recommend that the Committee approve retrospectively the submission to   

the Department of Finance on the above Consultation on the Proposed Building 
(Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2016. 

 
Items for Noting  
 
  5.1.2 11   Building Control Applications – Full Plan Applications    
                          and Regularisation Certificates  
  
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to the Full Plan 
Applications ‘Approved’ and Regularisation Certificates issued in accordance with the 
powers delegated for the Months of June, July and August 2016. 
  

Month Full Plan Approvals Regularisation 
Certificates 

  June 2016 219 34 

July 2016 233 45 

August 2016 122 52 

 
   5.1.2.12   Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice 
                Ready Report to Land and Property Services 
 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to Completion Notice 
Ready Reports for the months of June, July and August 2016 returned to the 
Department of Finance and Personnel, Land and Property Services, in relation to the 
number of properties that had been identified as having reached Occupiable Status. 
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  5.1.2.12   Department of Finance and Personnel – Completion Notice 
                Ready Report to Land and Property Services (Cont’d) 
 

Month Completion Notice Ready 

June 2016 95 

July 2016 48 

       August 2016 86 

 
           5.1.2.13   Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Project 

 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to visits by Home 
Assessment Officers within the Council’s Building Control Service for the months of 
June, July and August 2016. 
 

Month Home Visits 
Carried Out 

Completed and Eligible Referrals 
to NIHE (after financial checks) 

‘Make the 
Call’ 

June 2016 322 37 9 

July 2016 197 38 20 

August 2016 277 45 34 

 
The Head of Building Control responded to comments by Alderman D Drysdale 
regarding eligibility criteria for the Affordable Warmth Scheme. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor O Gawith, and 
agreed to recommend that a letter be sent to the Department for Communities  
highlighting the fact that the current threshold of total household income excluded a 
significant number of households in need from the Scheme, and requesting that the 
threshold of total household income be raised. 
 

 Items for Decision (Lead Head of Planning & Building Control’s Report) 
 

In the absence of the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control, the Head of Building 
Control presented the remainder of his report. 

 
  5.1.3    Starting the Local Development Plan Process 
                             Riddel Hall, Queen’s University of Belfast 
                             Wednesday 26 October 2016 

 
It was recommended that the Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Committee, or 
their nominees, attend the above seminar, it being noted that the cost of a Member’s 
attendance was in connection with travel allowance only. 

 
Both the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee indicated that they were not 
available to attend the above event. 
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      5.1.3    Starting the Local Development Plan Process 
                             Riddel Hall, Queen’s University of Belfast 
                             Wednesday 26 October 2016 (Cont’d) 
 
Alderman W J Dillon indicated that he would be interested in attending as he was the 
current Chairman of NILGA’s Planning Working Group. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the attendance of Alderman W J Dillon at the 
seminar on the Local Development Plan Process on Wednesday 26 October 2016 be 
approved and that if another Member wished to attend to advise Member Services 
accordingly. 

 
 5.1.4    Department for Infrastructure 
 

                     5.1.4.1   Proposal to Reduce Operational Hours and Days of 24-Hour  
                                           Bus Lane at Saintfield Road, Belfast 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 8 September 2016 
and plan received from Transport NI with regard to a proposal to reduce the operation 
time and hours of the 24 hour bus lane A24, Saintfield Road, between Newtownbreda 
Road and Upper Galwally.  It was noted that the proposed operational times would be 
7.00 am to 7.00 pm Monday to Friday. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the proposed reduction in operational hours and 
days of the bus lane at Saintfield Road, Belfast, be noted, there being no objections 
from Members present at the Meeting. 
 
                     5.1.4.2   Proposal to Reduce Operational Hours and Days of 24-Hour 
                                     Bus Lane at Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 6 September 2016 
and plan received from Transport NI with regard to a proposal to reduce the operation 
time and hours of the 24 hour bus lane A20, Upper Newtownards Road between 
Brooklands Road and Robbs Road.  It was noted that the proposed operational times 
would be 7.00 am to 7.00 pm Monday to Saturday. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the proposed reduction in operational hours and 
days of the bus lane at Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, be noted, there being no 
objections from Members present at the Meeting. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
         5.1.5      Planning Workshops 
 
The Committee noted that the Local Development Plan workshops had commenced 
in September with two further workshops taking place as follows: 
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 5.1.5      Planning Workshops (Cont’d) 
 
- Retailing and Infrastructure – Wednesday, 26 October, 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm 
- Built and Natural Environment – Wednesday, 23 November, 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

 
 It was agreed that the information on the two further Planning Workshops be noted. 

 
         5.1.6    Belfast City Council Local Development Plan 
 
The Committee had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 28 September 2016 and timetable received from Belfast City Council regarding 
their Local Development Plan. 

 
                   5.1.7    New Historic Environment Fund 

 
The Committee noted information in relation to the launch of a new Historic 
Environment Fund which sought to support and encourage a wide range of actions 
and initiatives to conserve and realise the potential of the historic environment.  It was 
noted that the Fund was divided into four streams – Heritage Research, Heritage 
Regeneration, Heritage Repair and Heritage Revival.  It was also noted that further 
information could be obtained from the following link: 

 
 https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/historic-environment-support 
 

The Head of Building Control reported that the information in relation to the new 
Historic Environment Fund had been receive by the Council on 14 September 2016 
and that the closing date for submissions was 10 October 2016. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council writes to the Department for 
Communities:-  
 
a) welcoming the above scheme in the first instance, 
 
b) expressing concern in relation to the short timescale for the Council to  
    make a submission, and requesting for an extension on this occasion, and 
 
c) seeking more engagement with the Department in terms of funding streams    
    relating to the Scheme. 
 

                 5.1.8       Nicholson’s/Cairns Crossroads, Kinallen 
 

The Committee had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 22 September 2016 from the Minister for Infrastructure in response to the 
Council’s request that, in view of the above Crossroads being particularly dangerous 
and with the increasing volume of traffic using the Crossroads, it be given high priority 
in Transport NI’s Road Improvement Scheme. 

 
 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/historic-environment-support
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    5.1.8       Nicholson’s/Cairns Crossroads, Kinallen (Cont’d) 
 

It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor S Carson, and 
agreed to recommend that a further letter be sent to the Minister for Infrastructure 
requesting additional information in relation to the decision by the Department not to 
proceed with the potential improvement scheme for the Nicholson’s/Cairn’s 
Crossroads Junction, Kinallen, which had been identified by Transport NI. 

 
  5.1.9 Budget Report – Building Control 
 
 The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a copy of a 
 summary Budget Report for Building Control for the year to 31 March 2017 as at  
 31 August 2016. 
 
 5.1.10   Rolling Year Absence Figures for Building Control  

 
The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a report on the 
rolling absence figures for Building Control and Director’s Administration team for the 
period 1 April 2015 to 31 July 2016. 
  
Condolences to Mrs Heather Moore, Director of Environmental Services 
 
At this juncture in the Meeting the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, referred to the 
passing of the mother of Mrs Heather Moore, Director of Environmental Services, and 
wished to put on record the Committees condolences to Mrs Moore. 
 
It was agreed that a letter from the Committee, conveying the Committee’s sincere 
condolences to the family circle, be sent to Mrs Moore. 
 
The Head of Building Control left the meeting (7.24 pm). 

  
 6.     Deputations 
 
         6.1   Mr Colin McDonald, Royal Ulster Agricultural Society  

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr Colin McDonald, 
Chief Executive, Royal Ulster Agricultural Society, who was in attendance at the 
Meeting to outline to the Committee the plans for the 2017 Balmoral Show and to 
answer questions from the Committee. 

 
 “In Committee” 
 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and 
agreed that Mr Colin McDonald be received “in Committee,” in the absence of press 
and members of the public. 

        
A copy of a document containing a number of images and maps in relation to the site 
of the Balmoral Show at Maze Long Kesh was circulated at the Meeting. 
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        6.1   Mr Colin McDonald, Royal Ulster Agricultural Society (Cont’d) 
 
  Mr McDonald, having thanked the Committee for the opportunity to talk to the  

Committee, proceeded to discuss a number of issues and challenges for the Balmoral 
Show, in particular in relation to traffic management and infrastructure in terms of 
accessing and exiting the site at Maze Long Kesh, during which he responded to 
questions from the Commttee. 

 
Mr McDonald also discussed the plans for the 2017 Balmoral Show, particularly in 
relation to improvement in traffic management and the need for new transport links. 

 
At the conclusion of the discussion, Mr McDonald put on record his appreciation for 
the support from Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council in relation to the development of 
the site at Maze Long Kesh, following which the Chairman thanked Mr McDonald for 
his contribution and Mr McDonald left the Meeting (8.06 pm). 

 
 It was agreed the update by Mr McDonald on the plans for the 2017 Balmoral Show  
 be noted. 
 

The Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, welcomed the contribution by Mr McDonald 
and commended Mr McDonald both in terms of what he delivered to the Committee 
and the manner in which he conveyed the information and answered questions from 
Members. 
 
It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman  
W J Dillon, and agreed that a letter be sent to Mr McDonald to thank him for his 
contribution and also conveying the support of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council to 
RUAS, in particular in regard to the future of the Balmoral Show at the Maze Long 
Kesh site. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
 Resumption of Normal Business 
 
 Councillor S Carson left the Meeting at 8.09 pm. 
 
       6.2   Hillsborough Forest Project – Presentation  
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that Mr David Watkiss and Mr Andrew 
Haley from The Paul Hogarth Company Limited, were in attendance at the Meeting in 
order to present the final draft Concept Designs for the Hillsborough project following 
a number of summer public and statutory consultations, it being noted that The Paul 
Hogarth Company Limited had been appointed to RIBA Stage 2 – Concept Design 
stage.   
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6.2   Hillsborough Forest Project – Presentation (Cont’d) 
 
The Lead Head of Development asked the Committee to consider the concept design 
at this stage and make a recommendation on whether the project should now 
proceed to detailed design and construction.  
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr David Watkiss and 
Mr Andrew Haley.  Mr Haley thanked the Committee for the opportunity to make their 
presentation on the final draft concept design for the Hillsborough Forest project. 

 
 Councillor S Carson returned to the Meeting (8.11 pm). 
 
 With the aid of PowerPoint Mr Watkiss commenced the presentation with an overview           
         of the existing conditions of the Hillsborough Forest site, including the existing car       
         park, lakeside walk, entrances, bridges, buildings and pathways. 
 
 During his presentation Mr Watkiss discussed the following:- 
  

- various activities and facilities that were included in the Concept Design stage, a 
number of which included ideas from the study visits to Grizedale, Whinlatter, and 
Slieve Gullion Forest Parks 

- signage and interpretation panels to be include in the Hillsborough Forest project. 
- a detailed Masterplan of the Hillsborough Forest project 
- the proposals for a new visitor centre to include a café and educational facilities 
- potential restoration of existing premises 
- an analysis of the existing access to Hillsborough Forest Park which included 

proposals for a new shared access  
- the consultation process to date for the Hillsborough Forest project 

 
Mr Watkiss concluded the presentation with an overview of a summary of costs for 
potential projects as outlined above, and project timescales for 2017/2020 and also 
2020/2023. 

 
 Following the presentation Mr Watkiss responded to questions from the Committee in 
 connection with a number of issues arising out of the presentation. 

  
The Lead Head of Development responded to questions from Alderman W J Dillon in 
regard to the study visit to Slieve Gullion that had been attended by Officers only. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Mr Watkiss and Mr Haley for their 
presentation following which they left the Meeting (8.45 pm). 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the presentation outlining the Concept Design stage 
of the Hillsborough Forest Project by The Paul Hogarth Company Limited be agreed 
and that the project continues to the next stage of detailed design and construction. 
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7.     Report by Lead Head of Development 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Development be 
adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
7.1  Balmoral Show 2017 – Royal Ulster Agricultural Society 
 
It was noted that the above item had been dealt with earlier in the Meeting (item 5.1 
refers). 
 
7.2   Hillsborough Forest Park Project - Presentation 
 
It was noted that the above item had been dealt with earlier in the Meeting (item 5.2 
refers). 
 
7.3    Belfast City Council /Centre for Cities 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a report on a proposal by Belfast City 
Council, involving the Centre for Cities, to establish a local government group focused 
on generating economic opportunity based on the Belfast Metropolitan Area, and the 
Eastern Economic Corridor between Belfast and Dublin. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that Belfast City Council were now seeking further 
commitment from the Council for the Centre for Cities initiative. 
 
A discussion ensued during which a number of Members expressed concern that to 
commit to this initiative with Belfast City Council may be inappropriate in view of on-
going issues between the two Councils.  Other Members were supportive of 
maintaining some connection with the initiative in view of potential benefits to the 
Council at a later stage. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, that the 
Council withdraws from the Centre for Cities initiative. 
 
Following further discussion it was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by 
Councillor O Gawith, and agreed to recommend that the Council does not enter into a 
formal agreement with Belfast City Council and the Centre for Cities initiative but 
remains involved on a ‘watching brief’ basis. 
 
Alderman A G Ewart withdrew his proposal. 
 
Alderman D Drysdale indicated that he did not support the recommendation of the 
Committee to remain involved in the Centre for Cities initiative with Belfast City 
Council. 
 
The Chief Executive undertook to write to the Centre for Cities body to advise of the 
Committee’s decision and bring any response to the Committee in due course. 
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7.4   European Funding BID  Writing and Mentoring Project 
 
 The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that the Council had been 
 successful in drawing down £90,000 of grant as a consequence of two applications 
 under the Erasmus+ European funding programme.  The first successful 
 application was to increase the capacity of local SMEs to improve apprenticeship 
 uptake whilst the second successful application was to work with vocational training 
 delivery agents to increase the opportunities for students to learn practical skills 
 linked to running their own business. 
 
 Councillor S Scott left the Meeting at 9.00 pm. 
 
 It was noted that specialist mentoring and support provided by an experience third 
 party, Euroco Limited, had been a significant contributory factor in assisting staff to 
 draw down the aforementioned funding. 
 
 It was agreed to recommend that the Council engages with an appropriate third party 
 organisation to provide specialist input into the design of and preparation of a 
 further two Erasmus+ bids and one EU Interreg bid worth in the region of £2.6 million 
 linked to objectives outlined in the Council’s Corporate Plan.  It was noted that the 
 above-mentioned support included the provision of project management advice to 
 staff to assist in the delivery of the current successful Erasmus+ funded projects and 
 further capacity development support to prepare and submit future EU funding 
 initiatives at a total cost of £17,000.   
 
 It was also noted that irrespective of BREXIT negotiations, the UK would still be able 
 to apply for Erasmus+ funding for the foreseeable future, and that it was expected 
 that Interreg bids applied for and awarded contract prior to the UK leaving the EU 
 would also be honoured. 
 
 7.5    EU Erasmus+ Project Partner Meetings 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that a requirement of the two EU Erasmus+ 
projects alluded in in item 6.2.4 above was to host and attend partnership meetings to 
discuss programme progress against identified targets and identify new actions to be 
taken on a biannual basis.  The EU Erasmus+ programme would only fund Officer 
attendance at these meetings as they were operational in nature and related to 
project management discussions.  It was anticipated that there would be a role for 
Elected Members at the Programme Launch or Programme Completion stages, and 
further reports would be provided to the Committee in due course. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the attendance by Council Officers at all of the 
meetings linked to progression of the EU Erasmus+ funded Entrepreneurship 
Programme and Apprenticeship Programme, be approved as follows: 
 
Entrepreneurship Programme (Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council being the project 
lead organization): 
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7.5    EU Erasmus+ Project Partner Meetings (Cont’d) 
 

January 2017 – Boyle, Roscommon 
June 2017 – Leeuwarden, Netherlands 
January 2018 – San Sebastian, Spain 
June 2018 – Brussels, Belgium 
 
Apprenticeship Programme (Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council fulfils the role as 
partner organisation): 
 
November 2017 - Szczecin, Poland 
May 2017 – Friesland, Netherlands 
November 2018 – Nantes, France 
May 2018 – Barcelona, Spain 

 
7.6    Lisburn City Centre Christmas Events and Animation Programme 2016 

          
A copy of a report outlining the proposed Christmas Events and Animation 
Programme 2016 had been circulated to the Committee. 

 
In line with delegated authority granted to the Committee by the Council in September 
2016, it was agreed that the Lisburn City Centre Christmas Events and Animation 
Programme, as circulated, be agreed, it being noted that the proposed initiatives had 
been discussed at the recent City Centre Stakeholder meeting and had received 
support from those in attendance. 
 
7.7    Made in Lisburn and Castlereagh  

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that at the request of the Chief Executive, 
the Economic Development Unit was proposing to co-ordinate a bespoke high profile 
event which would celebrate and profile the best of local enterprise and industry to 
local residents, students and visitors to the City.  The event would be held in the 
Island Hall, Lagan Valley Island, during spring 2017 and would serve as a showcase 
for business excellence and innovation.   
 
It was noted that a key element of developing this event would be to secure 
appropriate project partners such as the South Eastern Regional College, the local 
Chamber of Commerce and other appropriate local stakeholders from the private 
sector. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that: 
 
a) an event management company be procured to co-ordinate the ‘Made in Lisburn 

and Castlereagh’ event, including the development of a dedicated brand, on-going 
business liaison, private sector sponsorship and promotion of the event to target 
audiences across Northern Ireland and beyond, and 
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7.7    Made in Lisburn and Castlereagh (Cont’d)  
 

b) an indicative Council budget for this event be established up to £15,000, to be 
matched by additional contributions from the private sector. 

 
Councillor S Scott returned to the Meeting at 9.03 pm. 

 
7.8     Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce & Industry  

     President’s Banquet, Thursday 1 December 2016 
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that the Northern Ireland Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry was hosting its annual President’s Banquet at the Waterfront 
Exhibition & Conference Centre on Thursday 1 December 2016, with a special high 
profile guest speaker to be confirmed. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that in order to facilitate networking with local companies 
and to raise awareness of Council funded business support initiatives with Chamber 
Members, the Chairman of the Development Committee hosts a table at the Northern 
Ireland Chamber of Commerce & Industry’s President’s Banquet at a total cost of 
£1,200 + VAT. 
 
7.9   Integrated Marketing Campaign – Year 1 Evaluation 

 
The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that Lyle Baillie 
International had been appointed to deliver the Council’s Integrated Marketing 
Campaign from October 2015 for a period of 3 years, subject to annual review. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Year 1 Evaluation report be noted and that 
Officers continue to work with Lyle Bailie International on delivering Year 2 of the 3-
year proposal. 
 
7.10    VIC Sunday Opening 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that at the May 2013 and January 2014 
meetings of the Economic Development Committee of the former Lisburn City Council 
it had been agreed to open the Council’s Visitor Information Centres on Sundays 
throughout the summer months (April to September), with staff working on Sundays 
on a voluntary basis.    
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that a request from Historic Royal Palaces 
(HRP) had been received to extend the opening hours to include Sundays throughout 
the whole year, to assist with ticket sales for Hillsborough Castle.  HRP had 
requested opening hours on a “7 days per week” basis as part of a draft Service Level 
Agreement that would be brought before the Committee for consideration. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor T Mitchell, and 
agreed to recommend that: 
 



  DC  12/10/2016 

861 
 

 
7.10     VIC Sunday Opening (Cont’d) 
 
- the opening of the VIC on a 7 day per week basis be introduced on a month-by-

month basis in the first instance with the situation being reviewed at the end of 
December 2016,  
 

- Officers meet with Officials from Historic Royal Palaces (HRP) in order to obtain 
more detail on a formal arrangement of a 7-day per week opening of the VIC that 
would  benefit both the Council and HRP,  and 

 
- a further report on this matter be brought to the Committee in November 2016. 

 
7.11     Families First Awards Dinner 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that correspondence had been received 
from the above charity advising that the Council had been shortlisted for an award in 
the category “Best Family Events” at the Families First Awards Dinner ceremony to 
be held at La Mon Hotel on 17 February 2017, it being noted that the Council won this 
award last year. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council takes a table of 12 at the Families First 
Awards Dinner at La Mon Hotel on 17 February 2017 at a cost of £65 per person. 

 
7.12   2017 Pipe Band Championships Bid 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that each year the Royal Scottish Pipe 
Band Association (RSPBA) (NI Branch) invited bids for hosting local NI Branch 
events, and that any bids to host a NI Branch Championship would be decided at the 
Annual General Meeting of the RSPBA (NI Branch) in November 2016. 
 
A discussion ensued during which a number of Members expressed concern about 
value for money for the Council in hosting a pipe band championship. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, and 
agreed to recommend that the Council submits a bid of £12,000 (plus £3,000 of 
technical support) to host a pipe band championship on Saturday 5 August 2017. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor S Scott and agreed 
to recommend that representatives from RSPBA (NI Branch) be invited to attend a 
future meeting of the Committee in order to discuss the Council’s concern regarding 
the bidding process and also requesting sight of the organisation’s audited accounts.  
 
Alderman D Drysdale left the Meeting at 9.20 pm and returned again at 9.21 pm. 
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7.13    Balmoral Show – Sponsorship Request  
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that the Council would once again be 
showcasing over 20 City Centre retailers and 14 visitor attractions within the large  
marquee near the front entrance to the Balmoral Show, which would be staged at 
Balmoral Park Maze Long Kesh, during 10-13 May 2017.  
 
The Lead Head of Development advised that in addition to the promotional activity, 
the organisers had approached the Council to explore the opportunity of taking out 
sponsorship at Balmoral Show for the CARAS Awards, it being noted that the Council 
had sponsored these awards in 2016.  The Council for Awards of Agricultural 
Societies (CARAS) make awards of merit to individuals concerned with the 
development of agriculture in all its aspects. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a summary proposal from the 
Show Organisers for consideration. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the sponsorship request from the organisers of the 
Balmoral Show in connection with the CARAS Awards be acceded to at a cost of 
£750 + VAT.  
 
7.14    The Railways Infrastructure – Access, Management and 
            Licensing of Railway Undertakings Regulations (NI) 2016 
            (Closing Date:  14 October 2016) 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the Council’s draft response to the 
consultation on Railways Infrastructure – Access, Management and Licensing of 
Railway Undertakings Regulations (NI) 2016. 
 
The Lead Head of Development noted comments from the Chairman, Councillor  
U Mackin, in regard to the need for a rail link to Belfast City Airport.  It was noted that 
this issue was being raised at the Northern Ireland Assembly by one of its Members, 
and that the Council could use the above consultation as an opportunity to feed into 
this issue. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the draft response to the above consultation be 
agreed, subject to the inclusion of the issue of a transport link servicing Belfast City 
Airport, and submitted to the Department for Infrastructure by the stipulated closing 
date. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
7.15      Historic Royal Palaces   
 
The Committee had been furnished with and noted content of a copy of the minutes 
of the Meeting that had taken place on 16 September 2016 between representatives 
of Historic Royal Palaces, the Chief Executive and Members of the Council’s 
Corporate Management Team, the purpose of which had been to discuss common 
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7.15     Historic Royal Palaces (Cont’d) 
 
Issues and the need to effectively co-ordinate both organisations’ programmes of 
Activity over the next number of years, in particular in the lead up to 2019. 
 

         7.16       Budget Report – Development 
 
The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a summary budget 
report for Development for the year to 31 March 2017 as at 31 August 2016. 

 
7.17      Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Director’s Administration        
             Team and Economic Development 

  
The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a table showing 
rolling year absence figures for the Director’s Administration Team and Economic 
Development for the period 1 April 2015 to 31 July 2016.   
 
Additional Report by Lead Head of Development 

  
        7.18    Lisburn Chamber of Commerce 55th Annual Dinner 
                    Thursday 3 November 2016 
                    Larchfield Estate 
 

It was agreed to recommend that the Chairman of the Committee hosts a table at the 
Lisburn Chamber of Commerce 55th Annual Dinner on Thursday 3 November 2016 at 
a cost of £650 + VAT. 

  
 
8.     Confidential Report by the Lead Head of Development 
 
        The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, reported that the items in the Confidential   
        reports were required to be considered “In Committee” for the reasons outlined below: 
 
 8.1   Purchase of Land at Glenmore - confidential due to information relating to the  
                  financial or business affairs of the organization concerned. 
 
        8.2    Northern Ireland Business Start Up Programme (NIBSUP) – Update       
                  - confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of  
                  the organization concerned. 
    
        8. 3   Lisburn Public Realm Judicial Review  - confidential due to information  
                  relating to the financial or business affairs of the organisation concerned and  
                  also information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege  
                  could be maintained in legal proceedings        
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8.     Confidential Report by the Lead Head of Development (Cont’d) 
 
 “In Committee” 
  

It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and 
agreed that the Confidential Business, be considered “In Committee” in the absence 
of press or members of the public. 
     

        It agreed that the Confidential Report and recommendations of the Lead Head of  
        Development be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 
     
        8.1   Purchase of Land at Glenmore Drive, Lisburn 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that a report on the above 
matter had been presented to the Committee at its Meeting in January 2016 and the   
Committee had agreed that the Council confirm its interest in acquiring the freehold 
title to the Northern Ireland Housing Executive lands. 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of map showing the location of the 
above-mentioned land. 

        
         It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman  
         A G Ewart, and agreed to recommend that the Committee agrees to progress the  
        purchase of the land at Glenmore Drive, Lisburn, at a value of £60,000 + VAT. 

 
         8.2    Northern Ireland Business Start Up Programme (NIBSUP) – Update       
         

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of an update report on the NIBSUP 
which was part of the collaborative 11 Council application to the EU Investment for 
Jobs & Growth Programme.  An Economic Appraisal on the NIBSUP had been 
prepared by Invest NI which outlined the preferred option and funding model for 
delivery to councils.  The preferred option and funding model had been outlined in the 
above-mentioned update report.   

   
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council, which was the lead council for this Programme, 
had now received confirmation from the participating councils that they were in 
agreement with the preferred option. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the preferred option and funding model for NIBSUP 
be agreed and that the Council progresses key elements of the Programme as 
outlined in the reports circulated. 

 
         The Lead Head of Development undertook to seek clarification in regard to the  
         match-funding element for the Council in relation to the Programme’s budget. 
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Item for Noting 
 
        8.3   Lisburn Public Realm Judicial Review - Update   
   

The Lead Head of Development updated the Committee in regard to the Lisburn 
Public Realm Judicial Review.  It was noted that proceedings had been completed at 
a recent hearing in the High Court and that further reports would be brought to the 
Committee in due course. 

 
        Resumption of Normal Business 
 
9.      Any Other Business 

   
 
 

There being no further business for consideration the meeting terminated at 9.35 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________   
    Mayor/Chairman 


