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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on 
Wednesday, 8 March 2017 at 7.00 pm 
 
PRESENT:   Councillor U Mackin, Chairman 
    
    The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
    Councillor B Bloomfield 
 
    Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
 
    Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale and A G Ewart 
   

Councillors A P Ewing, J Gallen, O Gawith, A Givan,  
A Grehan, H Legge, S Scott and M H Tolerton 
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillor R T Beckett 
 
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
     

Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
  Lead Head of Development 
 Head of Building Control  

    Member Services Officer 
 
    Phoenix Natural Gas 
 
    Mr Sean McGreevy, Network Development Manager 
    Ms Geri Wright, Communications Manager   
 
    Virgin Media 
 
    Mr Roddy O’Flaherty, Regional Business Development Lead 
      

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, welcomed Members to the March meeting of the 
Development Committee and reminded everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off 
or on silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 
 
The Chairman stated that should any Member require to leave the meeting to notify the 
Members Services Officer in order that their departure could be recorded accurately in the 
minutes. 
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1.    Apologies 
 
   It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of  

 Councillors S Carson and T Mitchell, and the Chief Executive. 
 
Councillor J Gray, whilst not a member of the Development Committee, had submitted 
an apology for the meeting. 

  
  Alderman D Drysdale entered the Meeting at 7.04 pm. 
 

2.  Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
 have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement 
 that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been 
 provided at the meeting. 

 

During the course of the meeting the following declarations of interest were declared 

and Declaration of Interest forms duly completed by: 

 

Alderman W J Dillon – in respect of item 5.2.10 Down Royal Racecourse, in view of 

his honorary membership of the Down Royal Racecourse 

 

Alderman A G Ewart – in respect of item  5.2.5 Council Terms of Agreement for 

Operation of the NI Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 in view of his 

membership of the Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group 

 

Councillor A P Ewing – in respect of item 5.2.3   Hillsborough Forest – Social 

Enterprise Project in view of his membership of the South Eastern Local 

Commissioning Group, and item 5.2.4 Public Space CCTV Integration Project Update 

in view of his membership of the Board of Lisburn Commerce Against Crime 

 

Councillor J Gallen – in respect  of item 7.1 Lagan Valley Election Results – Broadcast 

- Negative Comments about Lisburn in view of a family member being employed by 

the BBC 

 

Councillor A Givan – in respect of item 5.2.4 Public Space CCTV Integration Project 

Update in view of his membership of the Board of Lisburn Commerce Against Crime 

 

Councillor H Legge in respect of item 5.2.5  Council Terms of Agreement for Operation 

of the NI Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 in view of her membership of the 

Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group 
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2.    Declarations of Interest (Cont’d) 

Councillor H Legge in respect of item 5.1.1.5 Department for Communities – 

Affordable Warmth Scheme in view of her membership of the Board of the Northern 

Ireland Housing Executive  

 

Councillor U Mackin – in respect of item 5.2.5 Council Terms of Agreement for 

Operation of the NI Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 in view of his 

membership of the Lagan Rural Partnership 

 

Councillor M H Tolerton in respect of item 5.2.5 Council Terms of Agreement for 

Operation of the NI Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 in view of her 

Chairmanship of the Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group 

 

3.   Minutes 
 
  It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and    
  agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of Committee held on 2 February 2017, as 
 adopted by the Council at its meeting on 28 February 2017, be confirmed  
  and signed. 
 
 

4.   Deputations 
 

4.1    Presentation by Phoenix Natural Gas Limited 
  

The Lead Head of Development advised that representatives of Phoenix Natural Gas 
Limited were in attendance in order to present to the Committee in regard to their 
plans for infrastructure improvements in Hillsborough Village. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr Sean McGreevy, 
Network Development Manager, and Ms Geri Wright, Communications Manager. 

 
Mr McGreevy thanked the Committee for the opportunity to present to the Committee 
and with the aid of PowerPoint commenced the presentation with an overview of the 
background to Phoenix Natural Gas which had been operating in Northern Ireland for 
the past 20 years. 

 
Mr McGreevy discussed the customer benefits of Natural Gas and then outlined a 
number of facts and figures on the work to date on the mains build programme. 

 
Ms Wright discussed the extent of corporate and community engagement by Phoenix 
Natural Gas across the Lisburn & Castlereagh Council area. 

 
Mr McGreevy gave a detailed overview of the Hillsborough Build Programme which  
was a two-year build programme covering in the region of 22 km of network extension  
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 4.1    Presentation by Phoenix Natural Gas Limited (Cont’d) 
 
 and a target of 2000 properties. Mr McGreevy discussed construction methods, 
 timescales and progress to date for the Hillsborough project. 

Alderman D Drysdale left the meeting during the presentation at 7.13 pm and returned  
  at 7.19 pm. 
 
 At the conclusion of the presentation Mr McGreevy and Ms Wright responded to     
  questions and comments from the Committee, a number of which included: 
 

  a request by Councillor A P Ewing that Phoenix Gas reinstate the trenches   
 that had been re-opened some time ago on the Magheraconluce Road,   
 Hillsborough 

 

 an enquiry by Councillor S Scott about a street of approximately 10 houses in 
Dundonald that had not benefited from gas installation  Mr McGreevy discussed 
connection charges which would apply to the street in question and advised the 
Committee that such information was published on Phoenix Natural Gas 
website. 

 

 an enquiry by Councillor A Grehan about directional signage in Lisburn Street, 
Hillsborough. 

 
Ms Wright gave an assurance that any issues of concern in relation to the Hillsborough 
project would be communicated to the Council at the earliest opportunity. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Mr McGreevy and Ms Wright for their 
presentation following which they left the meeting (7.22 pm). 

 
At this point the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Councillor  
R T Beckett who was in attendance at the meeting. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Alderman W J Dillon, and 
agreed that the presentation by Phoenix Natural Gas be noted. 

 
4.2     Presentation by Virgin Media 

 
The Lead Head of Development advised that Mr Roddy O’Flaherty, Regional Business 
Development Lead, Virgin Media, was in attendance at the meeting in order to present 
to the Committee on Virgin Media’s plans for the roll out of Virgin Media telecoms 
infrastructure across the city area, in particular the works proposed for Hillsborough. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr O’Flaherty (7.24 pm). 
Mr O’Flaherty thanked the Committee for the opportunity to make a presentation and 
also apologised for the absence at the meeting of the Regional Director for NI, Mr 
Conor Harrison, and Director of Customer & Network Expansion NI, Mr Cormac 
Connolly, who were attending a conference in England. 
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4.2    Presentation by Virgin Media (Cont’d) 
 
With the aid of PowerPoint Mr O’Flaherty gave an overview of Virgin Media and 
explained at the outset the difference in the network provided by Virgin Media  
compared to other service providers, the main difference being faster connection 
speeds delivered by Virgin Media network. 
 
Mr O’Flaherty discussed ‘Project Lightening’ which was a £3 billion expansion 
programme across the UK and Ireland, and which was creating 1000s of jobs and 
apprenticeships, and aimed to add 4000 homes and businesses to the Virgin Media 
network.  He also highlighted the ‘Cable My Street’ and ‘Cable my Business’ initiatives 
to encourage new users to register their interest on line. 
 
Mr O’Flaherty discussed the on-going works in terms of network installation in 
Hillsborough, and mentioned potential sponsorship arrangements for the “Made in 
Lisburn Castlereagh” and “Lisburn & Castlereagh Business Awards” events. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentation Mr O’Flaherty responded to questions and         
comments from the Committee, a number of which included: 
 

 a recent experience of an unacceptable delay after signing up to Virgin Media.  Mr 
O’Flaherty agreed to look into this matter on behalf of the Member. 
 

 the public realm works proposed for Hillsborough later this year and how these 
works would fit in with Virgin Media’s plans for Hillsborough.  Mr O’Flaherty 
assured the Committee that the public realm works for Hillsborough had been 
factored in to their timetable of works and discussed the joined up approach with 
civil engineers, design consultants and the Council. 
 

 contractors laying pipes for Virgin Media in Dundonald not being respectful with 
residents. Mr O’Flaherty asked for further information on this issue in order that 
this matter could be investigated. 

 
Alderman A G Ewart left the meeting at 7.41 pm. 

 

   areas in Dundonald, particularly in rural areas, that had either very slow 
   broadband or no broadband connection.  Mr O’Flaherty advised that rural areas 
   were not in the programme of works for Virgin Media in the short term. 

 
Councillor S Scott left the meeting at 7.43 pm 
 
Alderman A G Ewart returned to the meeting at 7.45 pm. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Mr O’Flaherty for his presentation 
following which Mr O’Flaherty left the meeting (7.46 pm). 
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4.2    Presentation by Virgin Media (Cont’d) 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Alderman W J Dillon, and 
agreed that the presentation by Virgin Media be noted. 

 
5.     Reports by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control and the Lead Head of    

  Development 
 
  5.1   Report by Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 

 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning &    
 Building Control be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below: 
 

        5.1.1   Report by Head of Building Control 
 
Items for Decision  
 

 5.1.1.1    Street Naming off Blaris Road, Lisburn  
 

The Head of Building Control reported that Site Express had proposed the name for a 
development that consisted of 53 dwellings off Blaris Road, Lisburn. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   

 
It was proposed by Councillor A Grehan, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Alderman  
S Martin, and agreed to recommend that the names ‘Blaris Green,’ ‘Blaris Drive’ and 
‘Blaris Lane,’ which met the requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that 
the name proposals were an extension of the current development at Blaris Meadows, 
off the Blaris Road, Lisburn, be allocated to the proposed development of 53 dwellings 
off Blaris Road in Lisburn, there being no objections to this proposal having been 
received from consultees. 

 
 5.1.1.2    Street Naming off Hillsborough Road, Carryduff 
 

The Head of Building Control reported that Deramore Developments had proposed the 
name for a development that consisted of 10 dwellings off Hillsborough Road, 
Carryduff. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, and 
agreed to recommend that the name ‘Church Quarter Lane,’ which met the 
requirements of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the proposed name had a 
geographic connection in the area as the site was adjacent to a local church, be 
allocated to the proposed  
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  5.1.1.2    Street Naming off Hillsborough Road, Carryduff (Cont’d) 
 
development of 10 dwellings off Hillsborough Road, Carryduff, there being no 
objections to this proposal having been received from consultees. 

 
 Items for Noting 
 
 5.1.1.3     Building Control Applications – Full Plan Applications    
                 and Regularisation Certificates  

  
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to the Full Plan Applications 
‘Approved’ and Regularisation Certificates issued in accordance with the powers 
delegated for the Months of November and December 2016 and January 2017. 

  

Month Full Plan 
Approvals 

Regularisation 
Certificates 

November 2016   97 68 

December 2016 130 67 

January 2017   65 37 

 
               5.1.1.4    Department of Finance – Completion Notice                       
           Ready Report to Land and Property Services 
 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to Completion Notice 
Ready Reports for the months of November 2016 to January 2017 returned to the 
Department of Finance and Personnel, Land and Property Services, in relation to the 
number of properties that had been identified as having reached Occupiable Status. 
 

Month Completion Notice Ready 

November 2016 55 

December 2016 51 

January 2017 41 

 
          5.1.1.5   Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Project 

 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to visits by Home 
Assessment Officers within the Council’s Building Control Service for the months of 
July to December 2016: 

                 

Month Home Visits 
Carried Out 

Completed and Eligible 
Referrals to NIHE (after 
financial checks) 

‘Make the 
Call’ 

August 2016 277 45 34 

September 2016 222 50 14 

October 2016 224 46 23 

November 2016 86 46 24 

December 2016 52 46 33 

January 2017 154 50 34 
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 5.1.1.5   Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Project (Cont’d)    
                                               

The Head of Building Control reported that as agreed at the previous meeting of the 
Committee a letter had been sent to the Minister for Communities conveying the 
Committee’s concerns regarding the Affordable Warmth Scheme, in particular seeking 
clarification around the funding for Home Assessment Officers, and also asking that 
the current review of the Scheme being undertaken by the Department indicate any 
criteria amendments which may assist delivery to the most needy in the Council area. 
 
The Head of Building Control indicated that the response from the Minister would be 
brought to the Committee in due course.   
 
The Head of Building Control expressed thanks to Councillor H Legge, the Council’s 
representative on the Board of the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE), who 
had agreed to take any Council comments to the next meeting of the NIHE Board that 
would assist in the Scheme delivery. 
 
It was agreed that the report by the Head of Building Control be noted. 

 
    5.1.2       Department for Infrastructure 
  
                       5.1.2.1    Proposed Waiting Restrictions – Market Square South, Lisburn 
  

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 15 February 2017 and 
plan in relation to proposed new waiting restrictions at one location in Market Square 
South, Lisburn City Centre.  The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control advised 
that the proposal came about through consultation with traders in the area during the 
development of the City Centre Public Realm Scheme, and a need had been identified 
for an additional bay of this type within Market Square. 
  
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and 
agreed to recommend that the Council supports the proposal by Transport NI in 
connection with waiting restrictions at Market Square South, at the location identified 
on the location plan provided. 
 
Councillor O Gawith left the meeting at 7.47 pm. 

 
Items for Noting 

 
 5.1.3    Department for Infrastructure 
 
                   5.1.3.1   Abandonment and Stopping Up Off Public Right-Of-Way at 
                                 Carryduff Road and Saintfield Road, Temple Crossroads, Lisburn 
 

The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of information dated  
15 February 2017 received from Transport NI in response to the Abandonment and 
Stopping Up of Public Rights-of-Way at Carryduff Road and Saintfield Road, Temple 
Crossroads, Lisburn. 
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 5.1.4     Budget Report – Building Control 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a summary Budget Report for      
Building Control for the year to 31 March 2017 as at 31 January 2017. 
 
It was agreed that the Budget Report as at 31 January 2017 be noted. 

 
5.2     Report by Lead Head of Development 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Development 
be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Councillor S Scott returned to the meeting (7.48 pm). 
 
Items for Decision 

 
          5.2.1   Presentations – Hillsborough Works 
 
           5.2.1.1   Presentation by Phoenix Natural Gas 
  

It was noted that the presentation by Phoenix Natural Gas Limited been received 
earlier in the meeting (item 4.1 above refers). 
 

           5.2.1.2    Presentation by Virgin Media 
 

It was noted that the presentation by Virgin Media had been received earlier in the 
meeting (item 4.2 above refers). 

 
 5.2.2    2017 Pipe Band Championships  
 

Further to discussions at a previous meeting of the Committee Alderman A G Ewart 
enquired if the Council had received a response from the Royal Scottish Pipe Band 
Association (Northern Ireland Branch) in regard to the Council’s bid for the 2017 Pipe 
Band Championships being staged in Lisburn. 
 
The Lead Head of Development updated the Committee in regard to RSPBA’s (NI 
Branch) response to the Council’s initial representation, which had outlined two 
possible options: either having a gate fee on the day or the option of staging a ‘lesser 
event.’ 
 
A discussion ensued during which the Lead Head of Development responded to 
further questions and comments from Alderman D Drysdale. 
 
Councillor O Gawith returned to the meeting at 7.50 pm. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, and 
agreed to recommend that: 
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 5.2.2    2017 Pipe Band Championships (Cont’d)  
 

a) the Council grants delegated authority to the Development Committee at its 
Meeting in April 2017 to consider support for a 2017 Pipe Band event 
 

b) contact be made with the relevant Officer in Causeway Coast and Glens Borough 
Council to discuss the bidding process and the cost to stage the 2017 Pipe Band 
Championships in Portrush, and 

 
c) a report on this matter be brought to the April Meeting of the Committee for a 

decision thereon. 
 
 5.2.3     Hillsborough Forest – Social Enterprise Project 
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that the promotion of local social enterprise 
initiatives now fell within the remit of the Council following the Reform of Local 
Government and that in this regard an opportunity had arisen to work in partnership 
with the South Eastern Health Trust to develop an innovative social enterprise project 
in one of the buildings located within Hillsborough Forest.  It was noted that the project 
which was based on the development of a café and other tourism based enterprises, 
would not only support a viable commercially focused social enterprise, it would also 
prove training and employment opportunities for young care leavers currently with the 
Trust. 
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that in order to fully develop and scope out 
the project, identify potential costs and assess overall project viability and 
management options there was a requirement to produce a project feasibility study 
and business plan. 
 
The Committee had been provided with a copy of a letter of support dated 27 February 
2017 from the Director of Children’s Services & Executive Director of Social Work, 
South Eastern Trust, confirming the match-funding of 50% of the cost to progress a 
project feasibility study by the Council.  
 
In line with delegated authority granted to the Committee by the Council at its Meeting 
on 28 February 2017, it was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor 
H Legge, and agreed that the Committee proceeds to commission a feasibility study 
for the project as outlined above, with 50% of the cost match-funded by the South 
Eastern Health Trust. 
 

 5.2.4    Public Space CCTV Integration Project Update  
 

Councillor A P Ewing left the Meeting (7.55 pm), having declared an interest in this 
matter in view of his membership of Lisburn Commerce Against Crime (LCAC).                               
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 5.2.4    Public Space CCTV Integration Project Update (Cont’d)  
 

  Councillor A Givan, having also declared an interest in this matter in view of his 
membership of LCAC remained at the meeting during consideration of this item and 
took no part of the discussion thereon. 
 
The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that the Council had agreed 
previously to fund the integration of all of the Council’s various CCTV systems into the 
Public Space CCTV system managed by LCAC.  This had included the integration of 
all external cameras at Lisburn LeisurePlex, Lagan Valley Island, Castle Gardens and 
Wallace Park. 

 
The Lead Head of Development advised that the new system meant that the cameras 
could be monitored both in the Security Room at Lagan Valley Island and also in the 
LCAC CCTV Monitoring Room based in Lisburn PSNI Station.  It was understood that 
this new system had proven already beneficial to the PSNI and others in the response 
to and outcome of incidents taking place. 
 
Members were advised that the total cost for the CCTV Project had been confirmed to 
be in the region of £350,000 with the Council having previously agree a contribution of 
£225,000 in 2016 (based on estimated costs).  Whilst some contributions had been 
secured through the private sector, there was still a shortfall of funding of £60,000, it 
being noted that one particular cost that had arisen related to fees required to install 
and upgrade BT lines across the systems to enable effective connections. 

 
The Lead Head of Development responded to questions from Councillor A Grehan, 
Alderman D Drysdale and the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, in regard to funding 
and governance issues in connection with the integrated CCTV project. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, commended the new Public 
Space integrated CCTV system. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Councillor S Scott, and 
agreed to recommend that: 

 
a) a decision in regard to the additional £29,000 + VAT being granted towards the 

CCTV Integration project be deferred for one month, and  
 

b) the Lead Head of Development brings a detailed report on the issues raised to the 
April Meeting of the Committee for consideration and a decision thereon. 
 

       5.2.5    Council Terms of Agreement for Operation of the NI Rural  
                       Development Programme 2014-2020 
 

Councillor A P Ewing returned to the Meeting at 8.15 pm. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the draft terms of agreement for the  
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       5.2.5    Council Terms of Agreement for Operation of the NI Rural  
                    Development Programme 2014-2020 (Cont’d) 
 
operation of Priority 6 of the Rural Development Programme 2104-2020 between 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and Belfast City Council. 
 
It was noted that the contract confirmed that Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council was 
the sole provider of the service level agreement worth £600,000 to Lagan Rural 
Partnership Local Action Group (LAG) Board.  The draft terms of agreement also 
outlined agreement in terms of elected member representation on the LAG Board and 
other administration related contractual issues, and also the agreement from Belfast 
City Council to make a payment of £7,500 per annum to Lisburn & Castlereagh City 
Council as a contribution towards administrative and advisory support services to the 
LAG Board regarding potential applications from the rural Belfast City Council area.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and agreed 
to recommend that the Committee approves the above-mentioned terms of agreement 
between Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and Belfast City Council. 
   

 5.2.6     Erasmus + Application form Proposal – Age Friendly Communities 
 

The Lead Head of Development outlined the proposal that the Council applies under 
the next Erasmus+ call for funding to develop and implement a project focused on 
making the economic development product of SMEs and retailers within the Council 
more age friendly.  It was noted that the proposed project entitled “’Age Friendly 
Communities’ should complement the Council’s objectives to become a member of the 
WHO Global Age Friendly Cities Network and also the work of the Age Friendly Co-
ordinator role that was due to be employed by the Council in the near future. 
 
The Lead Head of Development outlined in his report the four ‘deliverables’ for the 
proposed ‘Age Friendly Communities’ project.  It was noted that the grant request 
would be circa £45,000 and would be linked predominately to project management 
costs, with the deadline for application submission being 31 March 2017. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and 
agreed to recommend that the Council submits an application for funding to the 
Erasmus+ funding programme for the ‘Age Friendly Communities’ proposal by the 
stipulated deadline. 

 
 5.2.7    Berrien County Chamber of Commerce & Development Authority, 
                       Georgia, - International Trade Strategic Gateway Project 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee of the successful inbound 
visit by representatives from Berrien County Chamber of Commerce & Development 
Authority, Georgia, USA, to Lisburn & Castlereagh in June 2016 and reported that 
discussions had been ongoing between the Economic Development Unit and the 
Berrien County Chamber of Commerce in relation to: 
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 5.2.7    Berrien County Chamber of Commerce & Development Authority, 

                  Georgia, - International Trade Strategic Gateway Project (Cont’d) 
 

a) the potential, and benefit of scoping out and developing a longer term strategic 
partnership between Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and Berrien County with 
a focus on embedding civic and economic linkages between the two regions, and
             

b) development of a dedicated trade development visit to Berrien County by 
representatives from local companies in the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
area, with a programme of sales prospecting and in market Company matching. 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 1 March 2017 from 
the Berrien County Chamber of Commerce & Development Authority inviting the 
Council to participate on an initial Civic visit by Council representatives to Berrien 
County in May/June 2017 to further develop proposals for developing a strategic 
partnership between the two regions, to promote both civic and economic linkages, 
and with the aim of facilitating a dedicated trade mission with up to 6 local businesses, 
to Berrien County and the wider Georgia market in the Autumn 2017.     
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman W J Dillon, and 
agreed to recommend that:  
 
a) the Council participates on an initial civic visit by Council representatives, led by 

the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Development Committee, and 
accompanied by a relevant Officer, to Berrien County in May/June 2017 as 
outlined above, at a maximum cost of £5,000, and  

 
b) an appropriate delivery agent be identified to support in market sales prospecting 

and matching for local businesses who participate on the trade mission, at a 
maximum cost of up to £29,000. 

 
           5.2.8     Northern Ireland Commonwealth Games 
 

The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control left the meeting at 8.25 pm. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 21 February 2017 to 
the Chief Executive from Mr Conal Heatley, Executive Officer, Northern Ireland 
Commonwealth Games, requesting that the Council considers financial support 
towards supporting Team NI at Gold Coast 2018 and the 2021 Commonwealth Youth 
Games. 
 
It was noted that as the above-mentioned events were both sporting and tourism 
opportunities, and in order to assess this request, it was agreed on a proposal by  
 
Alderman A G Ewart, and seconded by Councillor O Gawith, that a joint meeting of the 
Leisure Services and Community Development Committee and the Development 
Committee be held on Tuesday 4 April 2017 to consider the proposal in full. 
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    5.2.8     Northern Ireland Commonwealth Games (Cont’d) 

 
At this point in the meeting the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, indicated that he had 
to leave the meeting to attend another function in the LeisurePlex and invited the Vice 
Chairman, Councillor J Gallen, to take the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, left the Meeting at 8.25 pm and Councillor  
J Gallen took the Chair. 

 
           5.2.9     Belfast Rapid Transit: CITI Route 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 1 March 2017 from 
Transport NI in relation to the proposed roll out of the Belfast Rapid Transit Scheme: 
Citi Route. It was noted that Transport NI were proposing to hold a public information 
event at Belfast City Hall on: 

 

 Thursday, 9 March 2017 between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm 

 Friday, 10 March 2017 between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm 
 

The purpose of the public information events was to provide an opportunity for Elected 
Members to see the detailed plans for the proposed works including the new halt 
locations and to discuss these with members of the project team.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council grants retrospective approval for 
Members’ attendance at the above-mentioned public information events.  
 
In response to comments from Alderman D Drysdale, the Lead Head of Development 
advised that he may be able to arrange for an Officer to attend one of the above 
information events. 
 
Councillor H Legge indicated that she intended attending the information event the 
following morning, Thursday, 9 March 2017. 

 
 5.2.10   Down Royal Racecourse 
 

The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control returned to the meeting (8.30 pm). 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 27 February 2017 
from Mr Mike Todd, Manager, Down Royal Racecourse, seeking support from the 
Council “in securing the future of Down Royal Racecourse at its current location at the 
Maze in Lisburn”.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor M H Tolerton, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, and 
agreed to recommend that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee, or their 
nominee, the Chief Executive and appropriate officers meet with Mr Todd to discuss 
the content of the letter. 
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      5.2.10   Down Royal Racecourse (Cont’d) 
 

In response to comments from Councillor O Gawith, the Lead Head of Development 
undertook to ascertain the current standing of the owners of the Down Royal 
Racecourse. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
           5.2.11    Department for Communities – Recent Ministerial Statement 
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that at the end of January 2017, the then 
Minister for Communities, announced that he was extending the Department’s scheme 
to regenerate public spaces to small towns and villages with a population of more than 
1,000.  It was noted that the Department had stated that it intended to work with local 
councils and the Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in the 
implementation of this programme.   
 
A copy of the Minister’s Statement on the extending of the Public Realm programme to 
rural towns and villages had been circulated to the Committee. 
   
The Lead Head of Development advised that extending this scheme would provide 
new potential financial opportunities for the Council’s flagship plans for Hillsborough 
and Moira, and for other smaller local settlements such as Dromara, Maghaberry or 
Glenavy in the future, subject to Council direction.  It was noted that Officers had met 
with representatives of the Department to take advantage of this opportunity and 
further reports would be provided to the Committee in due course. 
 
It was agreed that the report by the Lead Head of Development be noted. 

 
           5.2.12    Hotel Development – City Centre 
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that Mr Michael Williamson, of ASM, the 
Council’s hotel consultant, would present an update on the city centre hotel project to 
the April meeting of the Development Committee. It was noted that the first stage of 
procurement (ie.to secure support from a suitably qualified property consultant who will 
advise and assist the Council in putting the Castle Street Car Park on the market for a 
potential joint venture with the private sector) had closed on 1 March 2017, with the 
assessment of submissions to take place as soon as possible after that. 
 
The Lead Head of Development advised that an indicative timeline for the roll-out of 
the next stages of the project would be provided at the Committee Meeting in April 
since it would be subject to discussion and direction by the Council’s Property 
Consultant once secured. 
 
The Lead Head of Development responded to questions from the Deputy Mayor, 
Alderman S Martin, in regard to the location of a hotel development project in the City 
Centre in the context of its adjacency to St Joseph’s Primary School. 
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         5.2.12    Hotel Development – City Centre (Cont’d) 

 
 It was agreed that the Lead Head of Development’s report be noted. 
 
           5.2.13    Year of Food and Drink Awards 
 

Members were reminded that at the recent NI Year of Food and Drink Awards, the 
Council had been awarded with ‘Highly Commended’ status for Best NI Food Event or 
Festival for the Speciality Food Fair staged in Moira Demesne in August 2016.   
 
It was noted that The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield and the 
Chairman of the Development Committee, Councillor U Mackin, had received the 
award at the Culloden Hotel.  Other representatives from the Council had been 
present also. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, commended Babble, a 
relatively young company, who had won two awards on the evening. 

 
It was agreed that the Lead Head of Development’s report be noted. 

 
           5.2.14    Best Family Fun Award – Lisburn 
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that at the recent Families First Awards, the 
Council had been awarded ‘Best Family Fun 2017.’   This event had been staged in 
Ramada, Shaw’s Bridge on Friday 17th February 2017.   
 
It was noted that the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin and the Chairman of the 
Development Committee, Councillor U Mackin, had received the award on the 
evening.  Other representatives from the Council had been present also. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the above-mentioned achievement for the Council be 
noted, and following guidance from a number of Members, the Council be not 
represented at this event in future years. 

  
Item for Decision 

 
        5.2.15    Council Research into Underrepresented Groups in Enterprise 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that since the restructuring 
of local government in April 2015, Councils had responsibility for encouraging 
business start-ups with a local focus, this included the formation and growth of social 
enterprise, and encouraging under-represented groups in enterprise (specifically 
female enterprise and young entrepreneurs). 
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that the 11 Councils had now identified an 
opportunity to develop a Northern Ireland wide collaborative female entrepreneurship 
project with Invest NI and the Women in Business network.  This presented the ideal  
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        5.2.15    Council Research into Underrepresented Groups in Enterprise (Cont’d) 
 
opportunity for Councils to jointly commission research into under-represented groups 
in enterprise as a whole across Northern Ireland, as this would help develop a solid 
evidence base from which to develop new Council led support initiatives for these 
groups (including female entrepreneurs) which would add value and impact to existing  
Council initiatives.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor H Legge, and 
agreed to recommend that the Committee agrees to contribute to the research into 
under-represented groups which was being commissioned by Belfast City Council on 
behalf of the 11 Councils as part of an existing procurement framework with the Ulster 
University Policy Centre, at a maximum cost of up to £2,000 per Council. 

 
Items for Noting 

 
 5.2.16    Invest in Health, Profit in Business – Project Enhancement 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that the Council had been working in 
partnership with the Public Health Agency for over five years to deliver the 'Invest in 
Health, Profit in Business' initiative.   This programme aimed to work with 
employers in the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area on an ongoing basis to 
encourage their staff to take positive steps to improving their own health and 
wellbeing, helping to support a more positive work-life balance.  
 
The Lead Head of Development advised that the Public Health Agency had this year 
made available an additional £20,000 to support an enhanced programme of business 
led initiatives within the Council area. The normal annual funding amount was £8,000. 
With a focus on sports and physical activity in local SMEs, and delivered in partnership 
with the Sports Development Unit within the Council’s Leisure and Community 
Services Department, this additional funding would facilitate the following: 

 
a) the first Lisburn & Castlereagh Business Games which would comprise three 

individual games tournaments with teams from local businesses taking part in a 
Dodgeball competition, an Olympic Handball competition and a Tag Rugby 
competition from February to April. The final event would see the overall winner 
crowned, and 

 
b) a velodrome would be set up in Wallace Park with appropriate cycling 

competitions developed, again with a focus on local SMEs. 
 

It was agreed that the Lead Head of Development’s report be noted. 
 
        5.2.17    Female Enterprise Bootcamp – Tuesday, 14 March 2017 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a promotional flyer for the 
forthcoming Female Entrepreneurship Bootcamp event being hosted by the Council  
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        5.2.17    Female Enterprise Bootcamp – Tuesday, 14 March 2017 (Cont’d) 
 
with Women in Business on Tuesday 14 March 2017, in the Chestnut Suite, Lagan 
Valley Island.   It was noted that the aim of the event was to promote self-employment 
to would-be local female entrepreneurs, with the key note speaker Eleanor McAvoy 
from RTE’s Dragon’s Den. 

 
In response to a question from Councillor S Scott in relation to the advertisement of 
the above event, the Lead Head of Development undertook to report back to 
Councillor Scott directly on this matter. 
 
In response to a question from Alderman D Drysdale, the Lead Head of Development 
advised that the above event was regarded as a ‘pre-enterprise event’ and as such the 
Council was not in competition with local Enterprise Parks when progressing initiatives 
such as the Female Enterprise Bootcamp event. 
 
It was agreed that the Lead Head of Development’s report be noted. 

 
          5.2.18    Sales Through Tendering – Project Evaluation 
 

The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of an evaluation report 
for the Sales through Tendering Programme which was recently completed.  This 
successful programme was a joint initiative funded by the Council and 
IntertradeIreland, and saw 10 local companies participate in workshops and mentoring 
to enhance their capacity and skills in public procurement.  This enabled them to 
collectively submit 150 tenders, with 69 of these won, worth a total accumulative value 
of £27,990,951. 
 
The Lead Head of Development advised that a further Sales Through Tendering 
programme would be brought to the Committee in due course. 
 
          5.1.19     Budget Report – Development 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a summary budget report for Development for 
the year to 31 March 2017 as at 31 January 2017. 
 
It was agreed that the budget report as at 31 January 2017 be noted. 
  
The items for noting on the Lead Head of Development’s report were proposed by 
Councillor S Scott and Seconded by Councillor A P Ewing. 
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6.    Confidential Business 
 
  6.1     Reports by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control and Lead Head of      
            Development 

 
 The items in the Confidential reports were required to be considered “In Committee” 
 for the reasons outlined  
         below:- 
         
         6.1.1   Rolling Year Absence Figures for Economic Development and the  
                    Director’s Administration Team for the period 1 April 2015 to  
                    31 December 2016 - Confidential for reason of information relating to  
                    individuals 
 
 6.2.1   Pre Action Letters Received regarding Planning Applications S/2014/0762/O,     
                    LA05/2016/0507/O and LA05/2016/0530/F - Confidential due to   information  
                    in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained  
                    in legal proceedings 
 
     6.2.2    Planning Application LA05/2016/0002/O  Land at Comber Road, Dundonald  
                     North of Comber Road East off Millmount Road and South of the Comber  
                     Greenway, and  
 

          Planning Application S/2014/0910/F   Lands North of Wellington Parks 
          and South of HMP Maghaberry, Maghaberry 
          
          Confidential due to information in relation to which a claim to legal   

                     professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings 
 
 6.2.3    Correspondence received from Cleaver Fulton Rankin - Confidential due to    
                     information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be  
                     maintained in legal proceedings 
 
    6.2.4    Centre for Cities/Economic Opportunity Group - Confidential due to  
                     information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular  
                     person (including the council holding that information) 
 
 6.2.5     Rolling Year Absence Figures for Building Control and the  
                      Director’s Administration Team for the period 1 April 2015 to  
                      31 December 2016 - Confidential for reason of information relating to  
                      individuals 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor O Gawith, and 
agreed that the confidential business be considered “In Committee” in the absence of 
the press or members of the public. 
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 “In Committee” 
 
         Item for Noting 
 
 6.1    Confidential Reports from Lead Head of Development  
 
 Item for Decision 
 
  6.1.1    Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Director’s Administration        
                   Team and Economic Development 
  

The Committee had been furnished with a table showing rolling year absence figures 
for the Director’s Administration Team and Economic Development for the period  
1 April 2015 to 31 December 2016.    
 
It was agreed that the Rolling Year Absence report as at 30 November 2016 be noted. 
 

 6.2   Report by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
 
  6.2.1   Pre Action Letters Received regarding Planning Applications 
                            S/2014/0762/O, LA05/2016/0507/O and LA05/2016/0530/F 
 

The Committee had been furnished with three pre action notice letters received from 
Rural Integrity (Lisburn02) Ltd regarding Planning Applications S/2014/0762/O, 
LA05/2016/0507/O and LA05/2016/0530/F that were considered by the Planning 
Committee on 9 January 2017. 
 
Also circulated to the Committee were copies of the responses to the pre action notice 
letters sent on behalf of the Council by Cleaver Fulton Rankin. 

 
  6.2.2    Planning Application LA05/2016/0002/O  Land at Comber Road,  
                             Dundonald North of Comber Road East off Millmount Road and South of  
                             the Comber Greenway, and 
 
                             Planning Application S/2014/0910/F  Lands North of Wellington Parks  
                             and South of HMP Maghaberry, Maghaberry 
 
 The Committee had been circulated with copies of the undernoted correspondence in  
 relation to the above Planning Applications: 

 
a) correspondence received from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) regarding         

    restriction of planning permission under Article 17, dated 6 January 2017 
 

b) Council response forwarded to the Minister for Infrastructure, Mr Chris Hazzard,    
    dated 13 January 2017 
 

c)  response received from Minister for Infrastructure, Mr Chris Hazzard, dated                 
     1 February 2017 
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6.2.2    Planning Application LA05/2016/0002/O  Land at Comber Road,  
            Dundonald North of Comber Road East off Millmount Road and South of  
            the Comber Greenway, and 
 
            Planning Application S/2014/0910/F  Lands North of Wellington Parks and 
            South of HMP Maghaberry, Maghaberry (Cont’d) 
 

d) correspondence received from Carson McDowell which they had forwarded to DfI 
regarding S/2014/0910/F dated 24 January 2017 

 
e) correspondence received from Mr Angus Kerr DfI, detailing further instructions 

with regard to the processing of the applications, dated 6 February 2017 
 
f)   advice Note from Cleaver Fulton Rankin regarding letter received from Angus 

Kerr dated, 6 February 2017 
 
g) Council response forwarded to Mr Angus Kerr DfI, dated 16 February 2017, and  
 
h) response received from DfI, dated 20 February 2017 
 
It was agreed that the Committee notes the correspondence in regard to the above 
mentioned planning applications. 

 
  6.2.3    Correspondence received from Cleaver Fulton Rankin 
  

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter from Cleaver Fulton Rankin 
by way of an update in relation to the Matter of an Appeal by Belfast City Council and 
in the Matter of an Application by the then Minister of Enterprise Trade and Investment 
for Judicial Review by Sprucefield No 2 General Partner Ltd for and on behalf of 
Sprucefield No 2 Ltd Partnership. 

 
 It was agreed that the correspondence from Cleaver Fulton Rankin be noted. 
 
  6.2.4     Centre for Cities/Economic Opportunity Group 
 

The Committee had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of agenda 
and notes of a meeting of the above group held on Monday, 13 February 2017 at 
Belfast City Council. 

 
  6.2.5   Rolling Year Absence Figures for Building Control 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a report on the rolling absence figures for 
Building Control and Director’s Administration team for the period 1 April 2015 to  
31 December 2016. 
 
It was agreed that the Rolling Year Absence report as at 30 November 2016 be noted. 
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6.3   Additional Confidential Report by Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
 
Item for Decision 

 
 6.3.1  Review of Planning Service 
  

The Lead Head of Development, Lead Head of Building Control and the Member 
Services Officer left the meeting during consideration of the above item (8.55 pm). 

 
A copy of the Executive Summary of the review of the Planning Service had been 
provided to the Committee via the Confidential2 folder on SharePoint. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, and 
agreed to recommend that the Committee note the content of the report, as circulated, 
and an Action Plan & Implementation Plan be bought back to a future meeting of the 
Committee. 
 
The Lead Head of Development and the Member Services Officer returned to the 
Meeting (9.05 pm). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 
  
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
 

7.      Any Other Business 
 

7.1   Negative Comments about Lisburn 
        Councillor R T Beckett 
 
Councillor R T Beckett, at the outset, paid tribute to the work of the Development 
Committee which had a positive impact across the Lisburn & Castlereagh Council 
area.  Councillor Beckett proceeded to outline the negative comments about Lisburn 
that had been made by political commentator, Fionnuala O’Connor, on BBC television 
on the evening of the recent election count on Friday 3 March 2017, following the 
election of the former Councillor P Catney in Lagan Valley. 
 
The Acting Chairman, Councillor J Gallen, indicated that he had a conflict of interest in 
this matter in view of a family member being employed by the BBC, and accordingly 
expressed the wish to step out of the Chair. 
 
Councillor R T Beckett proceeded to outline the context of the discussion during which 
reference had been made to Lisburn as being “semi civilized.” 
 
At this point Councillor J Gallen vacated the Chair and it was agreed that Alderman  
A G Ewart take the Chair during consideration of this item of business. 
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7.1   Negative Comments about Lisburn 
        Councillor R T Beckett (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor R T Beckett asked that the Committee consider how it wished to address 
this matter. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor H Legge, that the 
Council does nothing by way of addressing this matter. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor M H Tolerton, that the 
Council sends a letter to the BBC conveying the Council’s disappointment in regard to 
the negative comments about Lisburn. 
 
The proposal by Councillor A Givan, that the Council sends a letter to the BBC, was 
put to the Meeting and on a show of hands there were six votes in favour of the 
proposal and six votes against. The Acting Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, used his 
casting vote in favour of the proposal.   There now being seven votes in favour and six 
votes against, the proposal was agreed.  

 
 Councillor J Gallen returned to the Chair for the remainder of the meeting (9.25 pm) 
 
 7.2    Dundonald Village Centre 
          Alderman D Drysdale 
 
 The Lead Head of Development responded to comments from Alderman D Drysdale  

regarding the need for improvements in the Centre of Dundonald Village which he 
stated was very bereft of shops.   
 
The Lead Head of Development acknowledged that Dundonald Village was a 
particularly difficult area to address and stated that the volume of traffic on the 
Newtownards Road was also a concern.   
 
A discussion ensued following which it was agreed that the Lead Head of 
Development bring a report on this matter to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
7.3   Date for Members’ Diary 
         Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
 
The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control advised that the launch of the Council’s 
Local Development Plan Preferred Options Paper would take place on the morning of 
Thursday, 30 March 2017, with the venue to be confirmed nearer the time. 

   
There being no further business for consideration the meeting terminated at 9.35 pm. 
 
 

__________________   
    Mayor/Chairman 


