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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure & Community Development Committee held 

in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, on Tuesday 1 November 2016 at 5.30 pm 

 

PRESENT Councillor T Morrow (Chairman) 

  

 Councillor A Givan (Vice-Chairman) 

  

 Deputy Mayor 

 Alderman S Martin 

  

 Aldermen: S P Porter and J Tinsley 

  

 Councillors:  N Anderson, R T Beckett, J Gray MBE, H 

Legge, A McIntyre, S Scott, N Trimble and R Walker 

  

OTHER MEMBERS Councillors A Grehan and B Hanvey 

  

IN ATTENDANCE Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 

 Head of Service (Sports Services) 

 Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 

 Museum Curator 

 Member Services Officer 

 

Commencement of Meeting 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting of the Leisure & Community 

Development Committee. 

 

1. Apologies 

 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance from the Right Worshipful 

the Mayor, Councillor R B Bloomfield MBE, Alderman W A Leathem, Alderman M 

Henderson MBE and Councillor V Kamble 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 

have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 

requirement to complete a Declaration of Interest form in this regard, which had 

been provided at the meeting.  The following declarations of interest were 

received: 

 



LCD 01.11.16 

 

882 
 

 As a member of the Lagan Rural Partnership, Councillor T Morrow 

declared an interest in Item 5.11.3 - NI Rural Development Programme 

(Basic Services) and Item 5.11.4 - NI Rural Development Programme 

(Village Renewal). 

 As a member of the Northern Ireland Museums Council, Councillor J 
Gray declared an interest in Item 5.6 - Northern Ireland Museums 
Council (NIMC) Grant for Donated Portrait Restoration 

 

3. Minutes of the Leisure & Community Development Committee Meeting held 

on 4 October 2016 

 

It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and 

agreed that the minutes of the Leisure & Community Development Committee 

meeting held on 4 October 2016, as adopted at the Council meeting on 25 

October 2016, be confirmed and signed. 

 

Members referred to the additional report by the Director regarding a presentation 

by representatives from Dundrod and District Motorcycle Club.  It was agreed that 

Members would receive the presentation at this point in the meeting. 

 

4. Presentation by Dundrod and District Motorcycle Club : Short and Medium 

Term Development Plans 

 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Ken Stewart and Mr Chris Murphy to the 

meeting.  

 

Mr Stewart explained the major implications to the Club due to the lack of 

adequate broadband provision.  He then took Members through the detail of 

the Club’s plans for addressing the wider development issues at the 

Dundrod Pits, to support the Ulster Grand Prix, in terms of the following:   

 

 Provision of extension to riders paddock 

 Completion and fit out of David Wood Ulster Grand Prix House 

 Provision of Mobility Impaired parking areas 

 Provision of broadband to the pits 

 Demolition and rebuilding of the existing shower/toilet block 

 

The Club representatives then addressed a number of questions from 

Members.   

 

Councillor T Morrow thanked the Club representatives for attending and 

congratulated them for another very successful year. 

 

5. Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services  

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of 
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Leisure & Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions 

recorded below. 

 

Items for Decision 

 

5.1   Department for Communities: Consultation on Strategic Support to the 

Voluntary & Community Sector 

 

It was agreed to defer this item to later in the meeting when the Director’s 

additional report was being considered. 

 

5.2   Museum (Draft) Exhibition Programme 2016-2018 and Reformation 

500 Exhibition Proposal 

 

Members noted that further to the Committee’s request for a Museum 

Exhibition to be organised in 2017 to mark the 500th Anniversary of the 

beginning of the Reformation, a proposal for a display with a working title 

Reformation Legacies was now included in the Museum’s Outline Exhibition 

Plan.  Members also noted the major exhibition being planned in 2018 to 

mark the bi-centenary of the birth of Sir Richard Wallace. 

 

It was agreed to recommend approval of the Museum’s Outline Exhibition 

Plan 2016-2018. 

 

Alderman S Martin arrived at the meeting at 5.50 p.m. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

5.3   Department for Communities: Funding Call to Support Improvement 

Works to Community Halls 

 

Members were provided with and noted a copy of a press release from the 

Department for Communities announcing a funding initiative totalling £500K 

to support improvement works to community halls.  Members further noted 

that individual maximum awards of up to a maximum of £25K were 

available.  Closing date for applications was 23 November 2016, with 

funding being distributed this financial year. 

 

In response to a query from Councillor S Scott, the Head of Service 

(Cultural & Community Services) advised that Community Services staff 

would provide assistance to any group seeking help with their application.    

 

5.4   Museum & Heritage Service Strategic Review 

 

Members noted that it was anticipated a final draft of the review would be 

tabled for consideration at the December meeting of the Leisure & 

Community Development Committee. 
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5.5   Department for Communities: Historic Environment Fund 

 

Members were advised of this recently announced annual fund.  The Fund 

had four streams, as outlined below, with applications required by 10 

October 2016, and after assessment and award, be completed before the 

end of the financial year.   

 

 Heritage Research  

 Heritage Repair  

 Heritage Regeneration 

 Heritage Revival 

 

It was assumed the application closing date for the 2017-2018 year would 

be announced in due course and would provide more workable opportunity 

for application in the future 

 

5.6   Northern Ireland Museums Council (NIMC) Grant for Donated Portrait  

Restoration 

 

Members noted that grant assistance of up to £1,500 or 65% costs 

(whichever was the lesser) had been secured from the NIMC (subject to 

standard conditions), to restore the oil portrait of William Todd Jones which 

had been donated to the Council.  Officers were progressing arrangements 

for the portrait’s conservation.   

 

  5.7   Google Cultural Institute Programmes Relating to Irish Linen Centre &  

Lisburn Museum      

 

Members were advised that the Irish Linen & Lisburn Museum had 

responded to a request from Google Cultural Institute to provide a story 

relating to linen and fashion, in the form of text and illustrations of 

appropriate artefacts in the collection.  Two programmes, one focusing on a 

history of linen and the other on linen fashion would be launched by Google 

on a dedicated channel in December.  Following the launch, Members 

would be provided with access details.    

 

5.8    Santa at the Museum – 2016 

 

Members noted details with regard to the operation of the Council’s Santa’s 

Grotto at the Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn Museum, with the recommended 

donation of £1 per child going to the Mayor’s Charity. 

 

5.9   Departmental Rolling Absenteeism Report 
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Members were provided with and noted a report providing rolling year 

absence figures for the period 1 April 2015 – 31 March 2016 to 1 August 

2015 – 31 August 2016. 

 

5.10 Departmental Budget Report 

 

Councillor T Morrow sought Members’ views on the Committee being 

provided with a more detailed budget report on a quarterly basis, setting out 

running costs against income and budget, with comparisons to last year’s 

figures.   

 

Alderman S P Porter outlined a number of difficulties in this regard. 

 

The Director advised that any figures being produced would have to be 

agreed by Finance.  He added that he would liaise with relevant Officers, 

with a view to tabling a draft report at the December meeting of Committee. 

 

5.11  Report of the Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Gray, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, 

and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 

(Parks & Amenities) be adopted, subject to the decisions recorded below: 

 

Items for Decision 

 

5.11.1  Northern Ireland Veterans Association: 50th Anniversary of 

Operation Banner – Parade March & Service (Mid-August 

2019) 

 

 

The Head of Service (Parks and Amenities) advised that correspondence 

regarding the above had initially been considered at the October meeting of 

the Corporate Services Committee where the Members had expressed their 

support for the event and the use of Wallace Park.  While acknowledging 

that the Council’s assistance in the organisation of the event was likely to 

require support of Corporate Services, it was agreed that the matter should 

be referred to the Leisure & Community Development Committee, the 

Committee responsible for Wallace Park. 

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) suggested that Officers meet with 

the organisers and other relevant organisations involved to consider the 

logistics of such a significant event, particularly with regard to traffic and 

parking issues. 

 

Councillor S Scott expressed the view that as the Council’s Veterans 

Champion, Alderman J Tinsley should be involved. 

 



LCD 01.11.16 

 

886 
 

A number of Members expressed their support for the event being held at 

Wallace Park. 

 

Following discussion, it was recommended to agree: 

 

 To the NI Veterans Association’s 50th Anniversary of Operation 

Banner – Parade March & Service being held at Wallace Park in mid-

August 2019. 

 In the meantime, Officers meet with the NI Veterans Association to 

consider relevant issues surrounding the organisation of the event at 

Wallace Park and report back to the Committee. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

5.11.2   Economic Development Led Events at Moira Demesne 2017 

 

Members noted that Officers from the Economic Development Unit had put 

forward three events for the Moira Demesne 2017.  The proposed events, 

as outlined below, were going before the Development Committee for 

consideration and if approved, would be taken forward on the basis of free 

use of the facility. 

 

 Specialty Food Fair 

 Pipe Band Championships 

 Moira Calling 

 

Councillor H Legge arrived at the meeting at 6.05 p.m. 

 

5.11.3   NI Rural Development Programme – Basic Services 

 

As previously requested, Members were provided with a report on the 

projects currently being considered for funding through the Rural 

Development Programme (Basic Services).  Members were asked to note   

the requirement on the Leisure & Community Services Department to 

provide 5% match funding over two years to successful applicants, against 

the DAERA grant offer. 

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) asked Members to note that four 

of the projects would impact directly on Council owned property or land.  

However, Officers were satisfied that, should the projects be successful in 

gaining a DAERA grant, there would be no adverse effect on operational or 

current departmental plans. 

 

Members noted the potential financial contribution by Leisure & Community 

Services of £15,000 to projects which were ultimately successful in the 

Rural Development Programme (Basic Services). 
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In response to a query from Alderman S P Porter, the Director advised that 

historically, it had been the case that Leisure & Community Services had 

provided match funding for those projects successful in obtaining funding 

through the Rural Development Programme that were deemed to be leisure 

related, although on occasions this had been met by “in kind” contribution.   

 

5.11.4   NI Rural Development Programme – Village Renewal 

 

Members noted that, in addition to the projects submitted to the Rural 

Development Programme (Basic Services), a number of projects had been 

put forward for funding through the Rural Development Programme (Village 

Renewal).  The Leisure & Community Services Department would be 

required to provide 25% match funding for delivery before March 2020 to 

successful applicants, against DAERA grant offer. 

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) advised that the Village Schemes 

under consideration were as outlined below: 

 

 Aghalee 

 Dromara 

 Drumbo 

 Glenavy 

 Stoneyford 

 

Members were advised that elements of the Aghalee, Dromara and 

Stoneyford projects, if successful, would impact directly on Council owned 

property or land.  However, Officers were satisfied that this would not have 

an adverse effect on operational or current departmental plans. 

 

Members noted the potential financial contribution by the Leisure & 

Community Services of £100,000 to projects which were successful in the 

Rural Development Programme (Village Renewal) 

 

5.11.5   Signage Renewal Programme 

 

Members noted that a rolling programme to renew/rebrand all signage in 

parks, play parks, playing fields and open spaces would commence in the 

coming months.  

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) circulated sample “mock-ups” of 

the signage to be installed. He further advised that Officers were applying 

for funding of £20,000 through the Challenge Fund to produce tactile maps 

which were printed in braille, and if successful, he would report back to the 

Committee. 

 

5.12   Report of Head of Service (Sports Services) 
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It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A 

McIntyre, and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of 

Service (Sports Services) be adopted, subject to the decisions recorded 

below: 

 

Items for Decision 

 

5.12.1  Sport Changes Life Lunch – Waterfront Hall on Friday 16  

    December at 12.00 noon at a cost of £1,000 per table of ten 

 

Members noted that the above event was being organised in conjunction 

with the Mary Peters Trust and the Rory Foundation, and while fully 

supportive of the charities involved, a number of Members expressed 

concern at the significant cost of attending this event. 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend that rather than taking a 

table at the Sport Changes Life Lunch on 16 December 2016, the Director 

contact the organisers offering a £500 donation, and that the Chair and Vice 

Chair attend as the Council’s representatives.      

 

5.12.2   Laurelhill Sportszone – Updated Plans and Operating Partner 

for Proposed Community Sports Facility 

 

Members were reminded that plans had been developed for the provision of 

a 3G pitch at Laurelhill Sportszone, alongside an indoor community sports 

facility to complement the existing facilities on the Sportszone and wider 

school site. The planned facilities reflected the priorities identified in the 

Council commissioned ‘pitches strategy’ and should merit consideration 

within a proposed multi-sports hub funded programme to be delivered 

through Sport NI. 

 

Members noted that an integral part of the plan was the provision of an 

indoor community sports facility that had the potential to host at least one 

local club to provide coaching and activities that would assist the Council in 

its delivery of its Health Enhancing Physical Strategy in tandem with 

meeting the criteria of any potential external funding. 

 

Members were provided with the latest plans for the proposed development 

which included an expression of interest from local clubs who wished to be 

considered as the operating partner to be based within the proposed Indoor 

Community Sports Facility. 

 

It was noted that initial discussions had taken place with Laurelhill 

Community College and the Education Authority, and with Council approval, 

it was the intention to progress to a full planning application in the near 

future. 
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Following discussion, it was agreed all concerns would be addressed during 

the funding application, assessment, and procurement stages before final 

approval from Council. 

 

It was agreed to recommend approval for the development of the Laurelhill 

Sportszone to include the Community Sports Facility, and to progress the 

project to full planning application, in parallel with seeking expressions of 

interest for a partner to work with the Council in the operation of the 

Community Sports Facility. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

5.12.3   Provision of Public Access Wi-Fi – Dundonald International Ice 

Bowl and Lough Moss Leisure Centre 

 

Members noted that the Wi-Fi service for both of the above facilities had 

now been processed, in partnership with the Council’s IT Unit.  The cost of 

installation was £18,381 at Dundonald International Ice Bowl and £7,148 for 

Lough Moss, with the budget for each being identified in the 2017/2018 

Revenue Budgets 

 

In response to a query from Councillor B Hanvey regarding timeframe for 

the installation, the Head of Service (Sports Services) advised that he would 

report back to the Committee as soon as possible in this regard. 

 

5.12.4   Business Case – Bowling Software Upgrade Dundonald 

International Ice Bowl 

 

Members were reminded of the previous agreement to upgrade the front of 

house bowling software and associated services at the above facility, at a 

cost of £200,000.   

 

Members noted that procurement tender was being finalised and the 

Business Case was with Finance for approval.  Pending approval, of the 

business case, the procurement process would be initiated. 

 

Councillor T Morrow expressed his disappointment at the length of time it 

was taking to progress this work.   

 

5.13   Report of Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R Walker, seconded by Councillor H Legge,              

and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 

(Cultural & Community Services) be adopted, subject to the decisions 

recorded below 

 

Items for Decision 
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5.13.1  Ballybeen Women’s Centre: Request to Attend as a Deputation 

 

Members were provided with and noted correspondence from Ballybeen 

Women’s Centre seeking permission for a delegation to make a 

presentation to the Leisure & Community Development Committee with 

regard to plans for the development of a new “fit for purpose” centre. 

 

The Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) responded to a query 

from Alderman S P Porter with regard to any potential expectations 

Ballybeen Women’s Centre may have in regard to the provision of Council 

funding.      

 

It was agreed to recommend that Officers speak directly with 

representatives from Ballybeen Women’s Centre to clarify the Council’s 

position with regard to the provision of funding, and to advise them that 

approval had been granted for a delegation to make a presentation to the 

December meeting of the Leisure & Community Development Committee.  

 

5.13.2   Seymour Hill & Conway Community Association: Request for 

Financial Assistance to Produce a Needs Analysis & Business 

Case for a Community Hall/Centre 

 

Members were provided with and noted correspondence from Seymour Hill 

& Conway Community Association seeking financial assistance to produce a 

Needs Analysis & Business Case for a Community Hall/Centre.   

 

Members were reminded that last year, the Council assisted in the 

preparation of a Community Audit and Development Strategy for the 

Seymour Hill & Conway area.   One of the recommendations within the 

Strategy was the provision of community facilities. 

 

Alderman Tinsley outlined that rather than provide another community  

facility, he queried whether it was feasible to extend existing facilities in the 

area.   

 

It was recommended to agree that Officers meet with representatives from 

Seymour Hill & Conway Residents Association to ascertain if a funding plan 

was in place that would support the securement of external funding to assist 

with the development of a community facility. It was further agreed that the 

request for financial support toward a Feasibility Study be deferred until 

more information is available.  

 

5.13.3   Carryduff Community Facilities – Draft Terms of Reference  

             and Membership of Reference Group 
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Members were provided with a report setting out the proposed “Terms of 

Reference” and membership of the Reference Group to assist in taking 

forward the development of the above. 

 

A detailed discussion ensued, with a number of Members expressing 

concern at the significant number of groups represented on the Steering 

Group which could hinder its effectiveness in taking the project forward. 

 

Councillor N Anderson expressed the view that the two groups responsible 

for leading this initiative should be represented on the Steering Group, 

namely Killynure Residents Association and Carryduff Regeneration Forum, 

while ensuring an extensive consultation process be carried out.  

 

Councillor B Hanvey outlined his concern that organisations in the area with 

the largest membership would be excluded from the process.  He outlined 

the importance of including all residents in the area in the consultation 

process.   Furthermore, he suggested arranging a public meeting.  

 

The Director outlined that part of the remit of the Consultant would be to 

ensure extensive consultation in the area, providing an opportunity for as 

many people and organisations as possible to express their views. 

 

The Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) outlined that 

discussions around the development of a community facility within the 

Carryduff area had been ongoing for a number of years with Killynure 

Community Association. He highlighted that in recent years Carryduff 

Regeneration Forum had been established as a representative umbrella 

organisation for community & voluntary groups within the Carryduff area.  

Given the long term involvement of Killynure Residents Association and the 

representative remit of Carryduff Regeneration Forum he suggested that 

these groups were key in taking the project forward. 

 

Members also highlighted the need to include Elected Members in the 

Reference Group.   

 

Following further discussion, it was recommended to agree  

 

 to approve the Carryduff Community Facilities Terms of Reference, 

subject to the membership of the Steering Group being amended 

to involve two community/voluntary representatives from Carryduff 

Regeneration Forum and two from Killynure Community 

Association. 

 Officers to ensure that an extensive consultation process be 

carried among the groups/organisations and residents in the area.  

 

5.13.4   Lisburn Citizens Advice Bureau: Review of Effectiveness of  

             Outreach Locations 
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Members were advised that since writing the report, Officers had received 

an update from the Lisburn CAB advising that they were prepared to 

continue with the current level of advice services for a further six months, at 

which time another review would be carried out.  However, they were 

seeking approval to reduce the current target of 15,000 issues per annum to 

12,500 for the current year.  

 

It was recommended that approval be granted for Lisburn CAB to reduce its 

current target of 15,000 issues per annum to 12,500 in the current year. 

 

5.13.5   Ballinderry Christmas Tree Switch on Event 

 

Members noted that Ballinderry Residents’ Association were not in a 

position to provide the previously agreed partnership arrangement with 

regard switch on event in 2016.  Ballinderry Primary School had agreed, 

through their PTA, to organise the switch on event this year.  A revised 

partnership agreement would be issued to the school and the original 

agreement with the Residents’ Association would be withdrawn.  

 

5.13.6   2016 Community Christmas Switch On Events: Updated Dates 

and Times 

 

Members were provided with and noted an update of the switch on dates for 

the Community Christmas Trees across the Council area. 

 

5.13.7   Department for Communities: Consultation on Strategic 

Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 

 

Members were reminded that the Council had granted delegated authority to 

the Committee to consider draft comments prepared by Officers and agree a 

Council response, in order for the response to be submitted by the required 

deadline of 2 November 2016.  

 

Members were provided a copy of Officers’ comments which had been 

circulated earlier in the day.   

 

Councillor S Scott left the meeting at 6.53 p.m. 

 

Following consideration, Alderman S P Porter highlighted the need to adopt 

realistic timescales in providing funding support to organisations as they 

endeavoured to move toward sustainability, and asked for this to be 

included. 

 

Councillor S Scott returned to the meeting at 6.56 p.m. 
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It was agreed to approve the response to the Department for Communities: 

Consultation on Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector. 

 

6       Confidential Report by the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 

It was agreed that the report and recommendation of the Director be 

adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 

The Chairman, Councillor T Morrow, advised that the matter contained in 

the confidential report would be dealt with “In Committee” for reasons 

relating to the financial of business affairs of any particular person (including 

the Council holding that information)  

 

It was proposed by Councillor T Becket, seconded by Councillor N 

Anderson, and agreed that the item in the Confidential Report be considered 

‘In Committee’, in the absence of members of the press and public. 

 

In Committee 

 

Item for Decision 

 

6.1   Play Park Tender Evaluation 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R Walker, seconded by Councillor H Legge, 

and agreed to recommend that Council approve the recommendation as set 

out in the report. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre, 

and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 

 

Resumption of Normal Business 

 

7      Any Other Business 

 

7.1   Barbour Play Area Refurbishment 

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) advised that refurbishment work 

had been completed and Members would receive an invitation to the Official 

Opening in due course.   

 

7.2   Update by the Chairman 

 

The Chairman, Councillor T Morrow advised that he had carried out a radio 

interview with regard to the Carryduff Greenway.  He had also attended the 

bio diversity project in Moat Park and hoped that this would be rolled out to 

other centres within the Council area in future years.  He then referred to the 
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first night of the disability sessions which had been a huge success.  He 

asked for his thanks to be passed onto the staff involved in all of the events.  

 

Alderman S P Porter asked that a letter be forwarded to Autism NI thanking 

them for their assistance. 

 

7.3   Update by Vice Chairman 

 

The Vice Chairman, Councillor A Givan, advised that he had been delighted 

to attend two events on behalf of the Chairman, namely, Twilight Night by 

Fairy Light and the Mini & Maxi Water Polo event.  He congratulated the 

staff involved for all their hard work.     

 

7.4   Front Entrance to the LaganValley Leisureplex 

 

The Head of Service (Sports Services) updated Members on remedial work 

that had been carried out to deal with cracks in the stonework to the front 

entrance of the LaganValley Leisureplex.  He added that he was currently 

working with the architect to find a permanent solution to this matter, and 

would keep Members updated on these discussions. 

 

7.5   Choice Housing 

 

Councillor S Scott sought clarification as to whether the Council had 

obtained anything from Choice Housing with regard to the provision of a 

play park in Ballybeen. 

 

The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) advised that he would investigate 

the matter and report back to the Committee. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7.10 pm. 

 

 

 

                                                                             __________________ 

                                                                                  Mayor/Chairman 

 

 

 


