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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Island Civic 
Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Wednesday, 20 January 2016, at 6.40 pm 
 
PRESENT: Alderman M Henderson MBE (Chairman) 
  
 Aldermen: G Rice MBE 
 
 Councillors: R Butler, P Catney, U Mackin, John Palmer, L 

Poots, M H Tolerton 
  
Other Members: Aldermen: W J Dillon MBE JP, S Martin, S P Porter 
  
 Councillors: N Anderson, J Baird, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A 

Givan, A Girvin, J Gray MBE, A Grehan, B Hanvey, H 
Legge, J McCarthy, T Mitchell, Jenny Palmer 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: Director of Development and Planning 

Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
Planning Manager 
Principal Planning Officers (LJ and RH) 
Committee Secretary 

  
 Ms Elaine Kinghan, Chief Commissioner PAC 
 Mr Trevor Rue, Deputy Chief Commissioner PAC 
 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson MBE, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Introductions were made by the Chairman and some housekeeping and evacuation 
announcements were made. 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 
It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, Alderman D Drysdale, Councillor O 
Gawith, Councillor A McIntyre. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. Presentation by Planning Appeals Commission (PAC)   
 
The Chairman welcomed Ms Elaine Kinghan, Chief Commissioner, and Mr Trevor Rue, 
Deputy Chief Commissioner, to the meeting. 
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The PAC representatives then provided a PowerPoint presentation covering the 
following topics: 
 
• Background and functions of PAC 
• Appeals  
• Regionally significant and ‘call in‘ applications 
• Award of costs 

 
Following the presentation, Members were invited to ask questions and, as some 
questions might be of a sensitive nature, it was proposed by Councillor L Poots, 
seconded by Councillor U Mackin and agreed that questions deemed to be of a 
sensitive nature be heard In Committee. 
 
Ms Kinghan and Mr Rue responded to questions relating to the following concerns and 
topics: 
 

• The difference of appeals proceedings now and in the past 
• Consistency of commissioners’ decisions in different areas 
• Reasons for not adhering strictly to planning policies or overruling previous 

rulings 
• Determination of hearing appeals in formal or informal settings 
• The process in place if there is a difference of opinion between Elected Members 

and Council Planning Officers 
• Determination of unreasonable behaviour and associated costs 
• The number of legal challenges faced by PAC 
• Involvement of the Office of the First Minister and the Deputy First Minister 

(OFMDFM) as the sponsoring body 
• Timeframe for implementation of conditions attached to applications 
• Who determines the level of costs awarded 

 
Ms Kinghan advised that informal appeal proceedings had been introduced in 2000 and 
chaired by Commissioners, with decisions being made on a corporate level in most 
cases. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that the PAC was very conscious to maintain consistency of 
decisions, therefore decisions reached by a single Commissioner were monitored by the 
PAC to ascertain that the principles of policies as well as individual merit had been met. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that the PAC adhered to policies, although other factors such as 
personal circumstances or economic considerations were also considered. However, 
Ms Kinghan urged caution in respect of departing from policies on a regular basis. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that the appellant could decide on the type of appeals procedure, 
with the exception of called-in applications, which were heard mostly on a formal basis. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that, where a difference of opinion had arisen between Elected 
Members and Planning Officers in respect of an application, the PAC could not 
intervene and it would be up to the parties involved to reach a final decision. 
 
Mr Rue stated that there was no cost to the Council as a result of a planning appeal, 
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except in cases of unreasonable behaviour by the other party, when the Council would 
be able to claim back all associated costs. In cases where the Council or Elected 
Members expressed a view that was deemed unreasonable, costs would be awarded 
against the Council or an Elected Member. All costs, either full or partial, could be 
agreed between the parties involved or, if no agreement could be reached, the High 
Court would be asked to make a final ruling. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that the sponsorship provided by the OFMDFM was solely in an 
administrative role or the provision of staff. 
 
Councillor N Anderson left the meeting at 7.36 pm. 
 
Ms Kinghan advised that decisions in respect of conditions applied to an application 
were time-limited, usually five years for implementation, after which it would be 
necessary to re-apply.  
 
The Committee was advised that the PAC had dealt with 14 appeals in the Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council area and would reflect that the Council was acting 
appropriately as there had only been a 7% success rate against appeals.” 
 
 
There being no further business, the Special Meeting of the Planning Committee 
concluded at 7.41 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                            Chairman 


