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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Governance and Audit Committee held in the 
Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 27 October, 2015 at 4:30 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Alderman W A Leathem  (Chairman) 
 
Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Councillors J Gallen, O Gawith, A Girvin, A Grehan,  
V Kamble, J McCarthy and U Mackin  
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillors P Catney and A Givan 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Chief Executive 
Director of Corporate Services 
Director of Finance 
Transition Manager 
Head of Finance and IT (Interim) 
Head of Human Resources and Organisational Development 
Head of Audit 
Financial Services Manager 
Financial Accountant 
Audit Officer 
Committee Secretary 
 
Northern Ireland Audit Office 
 
Mr Brian O’Neill 
 
Ernst & Young 
 
Mrs Catherine Finlay 
Miss A McGreevy 

 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, 
welcomed those present to the meeting; in particular he extended a welcome to 
Mr B O’Neill from the Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO). 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 
 It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf  
 of The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, Alderman A G Ewart 
 and Councillors A P Ewing and B Mallon. 
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2. Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillor U Mackin, due to his membership of Lagan Rural Partnership, 
declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 5.1.2 “Final Accounts”, part (f) Lagan 
Rural Partnership – Year Ended 31 March, 2015. 
 

 
3. Review of Internal Audit Effectiveness 
 

It was noted that this matter would be dealt with later in the meeting. 
 
 

4. Report from Chief Executive 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Item for Noting 
 
4.1 Performance Improvement Audit and Assessment – Draft Letter of 
  Assurance 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, a copy of a draft letter of 
assurance from the Local Government Auditor in respect of the Audit and 
Assessment of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council’s Performance Improvement 
Responsibilities for 2015-2016. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, referred to the Council being required to 
“identify (at least one) performance improvement objective by 31 May, 2015” and 
pointed out that Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council had in fact identified 16 such 
objectives.  On behalf of the Committee, Alderman Leathem commended Officers 
for their efforts in this regard. 
 
 

5. Confidential Business 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, advised that the matters contained in 
the confidential report would be dealt with “In Committee” due to items containing  
information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 
(including the Council holding that information). 
 
 “In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A Girvin and 
agreed that the items in the confidential report be considered “in committee”, in 
the absence of members of the press and public being present. 
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5.1 Report by the Director of Finance 
 
Councillor V Kamble arrived to the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business. 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a report prepared by the Director of 
Finance containing the following matters: 
 
  5.1.1 Application of Standing Order 21.1 (2) (c) – Call In Procedure 
 
The Director reported that, given that the Final Accounts (as listed in Item 5.1.2) 
must be considered, approved and signed off by Members before 31 October, 
2015, approval was requested to apply Standing Order 21.1 (2) (c) which stated 
that a decision shall not be subject to call in “where an unreasonable delay could 
be prejudicial to the Council’s or the public’s interest”. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Girvin, seconded by Councillor O Gawith and 
agreed to recommend that Standing Order 21.1 (2) (c) be applied in order to 
have the Final Accounts signed off before the prescribed date. 
 
  5.1.2 Final Accounts 
 
Councillor P Catney arrived to the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (4.45 pm), as did Alderman J Tinsley (4.49 pm). 
 
Members were provided with a copy of the following Final Accounts, delegated 
authority for consideration of which had been granted to the Committee by the 
Council at its special meeting held on 12 October, 2015: 
 
(a) Lisburn City Council – Year Ended 31 March, 2015 
(b) Castlereagh Borough Council – Year Ended 31 March, 2015 
(c) Lisburn City & Castlereagh District Council Shadow Accounts – Period 
  Ended 31 March, 2015 
(d) Lisburn City & Castlereagh Borough Statutory Transition Committee –  
  Period Ended 19 June, 2014 
(e) Lisburn – Castlereagh Peace III Statutory Joint Committee – Period Ended 

  31 March, 2015 
 (f) Lagan Rural Partnership – Year Ended 31 March, 2015 

 
It was proposed by Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Councillor O Gawith and 
agreed that items (a), (c), (d), (e) and (f), which had been certified by the NIAO, 
be approved, signed and published on the Council’s website by 31 October, 
2015. 
 
In relation to item (b), the Director of Finance advised of a significant change that 
had been made, in relation to severance payments, since the Committee had 
received the draft in June.  He also advised that the NIAO had not certified these 
accounts as auditors still required to be provided with outstanding evidence in 
respect of the derivation of job evaluation calculations.  The Director assured the 
Committee that he would make every effort to have this information forwarded to 
the NIAO the following day.  It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded 
by Councillor J McCarthy and agreed that, subject to information being provided  
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  5.1.2 Final Accounts  (Contd) 
 
to the NIAO and the accounts subsequently being certified, these be signed off 
and published on the Council’s website by 31 October.  If this was not the case, it 
was agreed that the draft accounts would be published on the website with an 
explanatory note as to why they had not been certified by the Audit Office. 
 
 
  5.1.3 Review of Internal Audit Effectiveness 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a report from Ernst & Young on the 
Review of Internal Audit Effectiveness, together with a corresponding action 
sheet prepared by Council Officers. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, welcomed to the meeting Mrs Catherine 
Finlay and Miss A McGreevy, Ernst & Young.  Mrs Finlay made a verbal 
presentation in respect of the above report.  In relation to preparation of this very 
comprehensive report, the Chairman thanked Mrs Finlay and her colleagues at 
Ernst & Young, who had worked with the Council’s Senior Management Team, 
internal audit staff and Members. 
 
Mrs Finlay having answered several queries raised by Members, the Chairman 
thanked her and Miss McGreevy for their attendance and they left the meeting 
(5.14 pm). 
 
Delegated authority having been granted by the Council at its special meeting 
held on 12 October, 2015 for the Committee to consider this matter, it was 
proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed 
that the report from Ernst & Young, together with the corresponding action sheet, 
be approved.  It was noted that a more detailed action sheet would be presented 
to the Committee at its November meeting. 

 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J McCarthy, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 5.16 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 


