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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Remote Special Meeting of the Environmental Services Committee 
held on Monday, 13 September, 2021 at 5:45 pm 
 
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

Councillor A P Ewing  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor C McCready  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen J Baird, M Henderson MBE and S P Porter 
 
Councillors S Eastwood, A Givan, M Gregg and S Lee 
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Alderman S Martin 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Councillor T Mitchell 
 
Councillors N Anderson, H Legge, S Lowry, A McIntyre and  
S Skillen 
 

OTHER MEMBERS: In Chamber: 
 
Councillor G McCleave 
 
In Remote Location: 
 
Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Councillors A Gowan and N Trimble 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

In Chamber: 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
IT Officer 
Technician  
Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 
 
In Remote Location: 
 
Chief Executive 
Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational  
     Services) 
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Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor A P Ewing welcomed 
those present to the remote special meeting of the Environmental Services Committee, 
which was being live streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the 
proceedings.   
 
At this point, the Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager read out the names of the 
Elected Members and Officers in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor A P Ewing, stated that, whilst the meeting was being live 
streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the Council’s Standing 
Orders.  He asked that mobile phones be put on silent or switched off for the duration of 
the meeting and proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an 
emergency. 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf 
of Councillor R McLernon. 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

 
3. Confidential Business 
 

The matters contained in the confidential report would be dealt with “In 
Committee” due to containing information (a) relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information); 
(b) which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual; and (c) in relation to which 
a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor S Lee and 
agreed that the following matters be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 
 
The live-stream was terminated at this point. 
 
In response to comments by Alderman S P Porter, the Director of Environmental 
Services confirmed that the agenda for this special meeting that had been 
uploaded to the Council website had indicated that the business to be considered 
was of a confidential nature. 
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Verbal Matter 
 
3.1 Update on Environmental Crime 
 Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
The Head of Service (Environmental Health) referred to the decision of the 
Environmental Services Committee, at its meeting held on 1 September, 2021, 
that a report in relation to Environmental Crime would be considered at this 
special meeting.  He explained that, following a meeting between himself, the 
Chief Executive and the Director of Environmental Services, it had identified that 
further due diligence was required.  The Head of Service agreed that a report in 
respect of the media around environmental crime would be presented to the 
October Committee meeting, with a view to a further report being presented for 
Members’ attention at a later date. 
 
In response to a request by Alderman S P Porter, the Head of Service agreed to 
update Alderman A G Ewart on this matter the following morning. 
 
The Head of Service left the meeting at this point. 
 
3.2 Update in Respect of Operational and Financial Risks Associated with 
 Cessation of the Municipal Waste Disposal Contract at Mullaghglass 
 
Councillor A Gowan joined the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (6.25 pm). 
 
Members were provided with a copy of an update report in respect of operational 
and financial risks associated with cessation of the Municipal Waste Disposal 
Contract at Mullaghglass. 
 
Lengthy discussion ensued, during which a number of Members’ queries and 
comments were addressed by the Director of Environmental Services and the 
Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational Services).  Arising from 
discussion, the Director agreed to: 
 
(a) endeavour to ascertain from the Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
 (NIEA), which was the regulator of Mullaghglass Landfill Site, when it 
 had planned to cap the whole site; and 
(b) confirm capacities at both Mullaghglass Landfill Site and Cottonmount 
 Landfill Site, as set out in the Landfill Capacity Report for the whole of 
 Northern Ireland, commissioned by Central Government 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, voiced his concern that the 
information contained in the confidential report for tonight’s meeting had 
appeared in the media two days prior to the meeting.  The Chairman, Councillor  
A P Ewing, reminded all Officers and Members of the need to ensure confidential 
reports were not disclosed or discussed with anyone.  Any report issued as 
confidential was for the specific purpose of allowing a process to be progressed 
within a confidential environment and not to have the process or outcome 
compromised.  In moving forward, the Chief Executive will review what was 
reasonable and practicable to do under such circumstances. 
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3.2 Update in Respect of Operational and Financial Risks Associated with 
 Cessation of the Municipal Waste Disposal Contract at Mullaghglass 
 (Contd) 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman M Henderson and 
agreed to recommend that: 
 
(i) the report as presented be approved; and 
(ii) a review be progressed as proposed.  
 
 
Councillor N Trimble left the meeting (7.06 pm). 
 
 
Verbal Matter 
 
3.3 Presentation of Belfast City Council Crematorium Proposals 
 Director of Environmental Services 
 
In response to comments by the Director of Environmental Services, it was 
agreed to recommend that representatives from Belfast City Council be invited to 
the October meeting of the Committee to make a presentation on Crematorium 
Proposals.  All Members of Council would be invited to attend the meeting. 
 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman M Henderson and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed.   

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.09 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 


