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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Remote Special Meeting of Council held on Monday 29 November, 
2021 at 6:00 pm 
  
 
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin 
 
Aldermen J Dillon MBE, A Ewart MBE, O Gawith,  
A Grehan and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors D J Craig, D Honeyford, C McCready,  
U Mackin, Jenny Palmer and A Swan 
  

PRESENT IN 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Alderman D Drysdale and Councillors R Carlin, S Carson,  
A Gowan, M Gregg, M Guy, J Laverty BEM, H Legge,  
S Lowry, J McCarthy, G McCleave, A McIntyre, John Palmer 
and S Skillen.  
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
CHAMBER: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive  
Member Services Officer (BF) 
Member Services Officer (RN) 
Technician 
IT Officer 
 

 Department for Infrastructure – Roads (Eastern Division) 
 
Kevin Monaghan – Divisional Roads Manager 
Gabriel Doherty –  Section Engineer 
Graeme Salmon – Senior Engineer Traffic 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 

At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman  
S Martin, welcomed those present to the Special Meeting of Council which was being live-
streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.  For the 
purposes of the livestream the Member Services Officer read out the names of those 
Members in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that, whilst the meeting was being live streamed, 
unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the Council’s Standing Orders. 
 

1. Purpose of Meeting 
 

The special meeting of Council had been convened in order to receive a deputation 
from the Department for Infrastructure, Roads (Eastern Division), in order that they 
present their Autumn Report 2021. 
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2.  Apologies 

 
The Council agreed to accept apologies which were reported on behalf of Deputy 
Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, Aldermen J Baird, O Gawith, M Henderson MBE and P 
Porter; together with Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, S Eastwood, A Ewing,  
J Gallen, A Givan, S Hughes, S Lee and Hon N Trimble.  
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

  There were no Declarations of Interest declared at his point of the meeting. 
 
4. Department for Infrastructure, Roads (Eastern Division) – Autumn Report 2021 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin welcomed Mr Kevin Monaghan 
(Divisional Roads Manager) Mr Gabriel Doherty (Section Engineer) and Mr Graeme 
Salmon (Senior Engineer Traffic) who were attending remotely to present the Autumn 
Report for 2021, copies of which had previously been circulated. A copy of responses 
to pre-submitted Members’ questions had also been circulated.  
 
Mr Monaghan and his officials outlined the principal aspects of the Autumn Report.  

 
5. Questions raise by Members at the meeting 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin thanked the departmental officials 
for their presentation and invited Members to submit questions, a summary of the 
information provided and queries answered by Mr Monaghan and his officials is set 
out in italics hereunder:  

 
Councillor M Guy  

 

 In response to a query regarding the undertaking of a traffic survey in Carryduff, 
Mr Monaghan indicated that such work would involve significant staff resources 
and incur major costs and, given ongoing financial constraints, no survey was 
planned at this stage.  

 Regarding damage which had been caused by heavy vehicles to the Lisdoonan 
Road, it was confirmed that the Department had powers to prosecute individuals 
or companies deemed to be responsible, should compelling evidence be 
submitted for consideration.  

 In relation to the Upper Mealough Road, Mr Monaghan indicated that the road was 
not part of the Department’s current gritting schedule, but, should there be an 
increase in traffic on adjacent routes, given the temporary closure of that road, 
appropriate gritting would be provided if deemed necessary.  

 In respect of the communication obligations between contractors and local 
residents, Mr Monaghan confirmed that effective communication was obligatory 
and he undertook to remind contractors of their responsibilities in this regard. 

 In respect of issues relating to the footpath adjacent the Park and Ride, Mr 
Monaghan indicated that he would provide the Member with an update in the 
matter.  

 In response to a question on the designation of feeder routes within Carryduff for 
the Belfast Rapid Transit, Mr Doherty referred to the ongoing consultation process 
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which he suggested would examine the feasibility of designating feeder routes as 
part of the overall process. 

 
Councillor A Swan 
 

 In response to a question regarding the protocols followed by the Department’s 
Lighting Division, particularly with regard to steps located at Titterington Gardens in 
Drumbo, Mr Monaghan advised that the Department had a range of policy and 
procedural guidelines which were applied as a situation dictated. However, he 
indicated that he was not aware of any plans to update such policies. He added 
that there existed a funding shortfall which precluded the Department addressing 
all matters of concern and lighting installations were prioritised and installed within 
available budgets.  

 
 Alderman A Grehan left the Chamber at 6:58pm 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin & Alderman J Tinsley and 
Councillor John Palmer  
 

 In response to a question submitted in writing prior to the meeting by The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin – and which was raised verbally at the 
meeting by Alderman J Tinsley and Councillor John Palmer – which sought clarity 
on the provision of road lighting at the above location, Mr Monaghan indicated that 
Harry’s Road was deemed to be rural in nature and did not meet the criteria for the 
installation of lighting and that the Department was consistent in applying this 
criteria.  

 
Alderman J Tinsley 
 

 Regarding the timeline to progress on work at the Knockmore Link Road, Mr 
Monaghan indicated that the strategic planning unit of the Department was still 
considering the matter and that work would be undertaken in due course. 

 In response to a question regarding the timeline for the construction of a 
pedestrian crossing in Maghaberry, it was reported that the Department’s lands 
section had undertaken an ownership search and would be liaising with the 
landowner in due course. It was noted that Alderman J Tinsley would be kept 
informed of developments.  

 
Councillor John Palmer  
 

 In response to a question in relation to the provision of electric charging points for 
both cars and motor bikes. Mr Monaghan indicated that there was an ongoing 
scheme which was overseen by the Electricity Supply Board (ESB) to deliver 73 
such points across Northern Ireland. He suggested that the Council might contact 
the ESB to get further information in this regard.  

 

 Regarding a query if there were any plans to extend the 30mph speed limit at the 
Dromore Road in Hillsborough, it was it was stated that the road did not meet the 
criteria for extending the speed limit. However, additional road marking were due 
to be provided and a review would be undertaken to assess the situation once this 
had been completed.  
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Alderman A Grehan 
 

 Alderman Grehan indicated that the Council had received notifications of potential 
judicial reviews arising out of the Planning Advice Note ‘Implementation of 
Strategic Planning Policy on Development in the Countryside’. She enquired if the 
Department might consider sharing any financial risk with the Council given the 
PAN’s implications. In response, Mr Monaghan indicated that he was unaware that 
there had been notifications of potential judicial reviews and undertook to update 
his colleagues within the Department for Infrastructure.     

 In response to a query in connection to the supervision of companies overseeing 
parking management and parking tickets in Lisburn, Mr Monaghan indicated that 
he would be happy to discuss any concerns raised with the Member.   

 
Councillor U Mackin   
 

 With regard to the abandonment of land at Plantation Mews, particularly in terms of 
which organisation was responsible the maintenance of the land, Mr Doherty 
indicated that he would update Councillor Mackin in this matter.  

 In relation to a query regarding the completion of resurfacing work at Largymore 
Drive and Lansdowne Park, it was reported that work was due to commence in the 
next financial year.  

 
Alderman J Tinsley left the Chamber at 7:05pm and re-joined via Zoom at 7.18pm 

 
        Councillor Jenny Palmer  

 

 It was confirmed that the proposed pedestrian crossing on Blaris Road would 
either be a pelican or puffin crossing and was currently at the design stage.  

 That work had already been completed with regard to providing safety measures 
on the A1 between Royal Hillsborough and Dromore southbound. Mr Monaghan 
undertook to update the Member on the repair work associated with a recent 
incident.  

 Regarding the Benson Street roundabout, it was indicated that it would be 
unfeasible to create a traffic control box at that site, but that traffic would continue 
to be monitored.  

 In respect of antisocial behaviour at Drumlough Gardens, officials undertook to 
liaise with other agencies in this regard.  

 
Councillor S Lowry     
 

 Regarding road conditions on the Carrowreagh Road, officials indicated that the 
matter would be considered within future programmes.  

 
Councillor G McCleave  
 

 In response to a query regarding the painting of kerbs and street furniture in the 
vicinity of the Thaxton roundabout, Mr Monaghan acknowledged that the 
Department was fully aware of the situation, but that any resolution would need to 
have the support of the wider community and that work was continuing on a multi-
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agency basis. He added that the situation, at present, was not deemed to present a 
road hazard.  

 
        Alderman A Ewart  
 

 With regard to the resurfacing of Kensington Park, the Department was awaiting 
Northern Ireland Water to complete work which it had commenced in the vicinity.  

 The re-positioning of a 30mph road sign on the Lurgan Road in Moira was due to 
be undertaken before the end of the financial year and the contractor had been 
asked to prioritise this work.  

 Regarding the introduction of a weight limit for goods vehicles in Royal 
Hillsborough. Mr Monaghan reported that a phased approach was being 
undertaken and that an extensive consultation would be required with residents. He 
added that Sir Jeffrey Donaldson MP had been updated in the matter and that a 
number of options were under consideration.  

 It was noted that officials would undertake a safety inspection of the existing 
footpath outside the Centra in Young Street in Ballynahinch.  

 
Councillor M Guy left the meeting at 7:25pm 
 
Councillor S Skillen 

 
Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting at 7:30pm 

 

    The Department agreed that officials would carry out an initial assessment of the 
Stoney Road in Dundonald to ascertain whether it would be appropriate to install a 
footpath, given the safety concerns which were raised.   

    With regard to a recent collision on the Upper Newtownards Road and its junction 
with the Belfast Road, the Department would await the outcome of the police report 
before deciding whether additional measures might be considered and implemented.  
 
Alderman A G Ewart left the Chamber at 7.35pm 
Alderman W J Dillon left the Chamber at 7.42pm 
 

Councillor D Honeyford 
 

 Regarding flooding on the A26 road at Crewe Park Road Mr Doherty undertook to 
investigate the matter and provide an update.  

 Regarding the pocket park outside the Cardan Bar in Railway Street, which had 
been built on a parking/loading bay, it was indicated that a final decision had not 
been taken but was still under consideration.  

 The Department would assess the footpath at Richmond Court in Lisburn to 
ascertain if an extension was required. 

 It was indicated that the Department it would ask an inspector to assess the traffic 
arrangements at the Greehill Park interface with the Eurospar in Glenavy.   

 It was confirmed that there was a proposal to introduce an environmental 
improvement scheme, which would contain a pedestrian crossing, in Aghalee. The 
Department agreed also to examine the feasibility of widening a footpath in that 
vicinity.  

 The Department confirmed that the proposed work at Gobrana Road should be 
completed within the current financial year.  
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 In addition, Councillor D Honeyford raised an issue on behalf of Alderman O Gawith 
regarding street lighting in the vicinity Kesh village. The officials indicated that they 
would examine the matter.  

 
Councillor R Carlin left the meeting at 7.49pm  
Alderman J Tinsley left the meeting at 7.50pm  
 
Councillor C McCready  
 
Alderman U Mackin left the meeting at 7.58pm 
Councillor A Gowan left the meeting at 8:00pm  
Councillor A Swan left the meeting at 8:01pm and returned at 8.03. 

 

   That updates would be provided in respect of projected timescales for a scheme at 
Kensington Park.  

   That officials would examine safety concerns and road signage issues in the vicinity 
of Trummery Crossroads as well as a signage issue raised in respect of the Lagan 
Road in Moira.  

   That an inspector would examine the road surface on Main Street in Moira.  

   That the provision of street lighting from Moira to the Moira Train Station was not 
feasible since the road did not meet the criteria.  
 

            Councillor H Legge left the meeting at 8:28pm 
 

6. Written answers to Members’ questions received in advance of the meeting 
 

In addition to the questions raised, the following Members’ questions, which had not 
been raised or addressed verbally during the meeting, were answered in writing by the 
Department prior to the meeting. The Department’s responses are highlighted in 
italics:  

 
     Councillor A Givan 
 

  Could I have a progress update on the new road to be made at Lady Wallace Road 
which extends the Pond Park Road to the Beanstown Road? The Contractor has 
been appointed and the vesting process to vest the untitled land has begun. Regular 
meetings between DfI Roads and the North Lisburn Development Consortium Ltd 
continue to be held. Expected completion date is June 2023. 
 

  Why the light poles are also replaced when new LED lights are being fitted? The 
existing poles look perfectly good; it appears wasteful. Street lighting columns are 
replaced when they have reached the end of their design life. For efficiency this work 
is programmed into upgrading of the existing network which generally involves 
installation of new columns, cable networks and LED lanterns. 
 

  The roads in the Beechdene area of Lisburn South were resurfaced 2/3 years ago. 
Phoenix gas are currently laying their pipes leaving the road now like a patchwork 
quilt.  With the current price rises in gas, and the ban on boilers in new homes by 
2025 and also the ban on the sale of gas boilers by 2035 for existing homes, should 
DFI roads not now stop granting licenses to gas companies to dig up their roads? 
This energy source has no future. Phoenix Gas continues to be a Street Works Public 
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Utility provider.  Despite any future changes in building regulations, their services are 
likely to be provided where demand exists and permitted environmentally. Thereafter, 
their infrastructure will be maintained.  Reinstatement of utility openings is carried out 
in accordance with the NIRAUC (Northern Ireland Road Authority and Utility 
Committees) Code of Practice – Specification for the Reinstatement of Openings in 
Roads.  
 
This code of practice is one of a number of documents which detail the workings of 
the Street Works (Northern Ireland) Order 1995, as amended by The Street Works 
(Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 and they have been agreed by both the 
Department and the utility industry. Unfortunately utility openings can often result in 
scaring of the road surface and may also contribute to deterioration road over time.  
While this is equally frustrating for the Department, utility companies continue to 
provide essential services that we all utilise and enjoy. 
 

       The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin 
 

  Hilden Court, Hilden - what is the current position in relation to the urgent need to 
resurface Hilden Court?  After a recent inspection, the main route through Hilden 
Court has been identified for resurfacing and has been included on a priority list for 
promotion from 2022/23 onwards, subject to availability of funding and utility 
clearance.  It is noted that Phoenix Gas is currently working is this area.   
 

  Barley Hill, Hilden - what is the current position for resurfacing particularly the 
footpath? Barley Hill has been identified for resurfacing and has been included on a 
priority list for promotion from 2022/23 onwards, subject to availability of funding and 
utility clearance. 
 

  Waterloo Road Lisburn - what is the current position in relation to resurfacing of 
Waterloo Road where there are significant potholes in situ? Waterloo Road is 
inspected cyclically every six months. Any defects identified during our inspections, 
which meet our current intervention levels, are processed for repair on a prioritised 
basis in accordance with our current maintenance standards.  The last cyclical 
inspection took place in October 2021 and one actionable defect was recorded for 
repair. The next inspection is due in April 2022.  A recent ad-hoc inspection revealed 
a small localised area near house no. 70 that required an additional remedial patch.  
A work order has subsequently been generated and issued to the appointed 
contractor to programme for repair.  Waterloo Road is structurally sound and 
resurfacing is not a consideration at this time. 
 

  The Cutts Junction - when will elected representatives be briefed on the proposed 
design for the new junction what is the current timeline for commencement of works 
on site?  I can advise that we are very aware of public concern regarding right-turn 
facilities at the junction of McKinstry Road and The Cutts. The solution is to fully 
control the right turn movements within the signal phasing. I am pleased to advise the 
detailed design of this scheme has recently been completed and land acquisition is 
now being progressed. With an estimated scheme cost of £2m, progression of the 
scheme will be dependent on satisfactory completion of the land acquisition process 
and the funds being made available before we can progress to construction. While we 
currently have no timescale for this, completion of the detailed design has put the 
Division in a better place to progress the scheme should funds become available. 
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 Councillor M Guy  
 

  Upper Mealough Road - there is a steep slope on the Upper Mealough Road before it 
meets the Mill Road (close to Old Saintfield Rd). There is water persistently flowing 
down both roads. Can you investigate the cause of this so it can be remedied? This 
will create treacherous driving conditions as temperatures drop now that we are in 
winter.  Local officials are aware of this drainage problem.  We have previously written 
the adjoining land owners to advise them the watercourse within the boundary of their 
lands is undesignated under the Terms of the Drainage (Northern Ireland) Order 
1973. Therefore the maintenance and clearance of any blockages within an 
undesignated watercourse, to ensure the free flow of water, is the sole responsibility 
of the riparian land owner.  We are currently monitoring the situation in the event that 
further action is required. 
 
Councillor D J Craig 
 

  Roseville Park/ Huguenot Drive has been breaking up for years now with constant 
repairs required.  Can you advise when will it be resurfaced? Roseville Park/Walk 
area was previously programmed for resurfacing 2021/22 financial year.  
Unfortunately it was postponed due to an impending NI Water upgrade scheme.  It is 
unclear when the NI Water works is likely to take place.  In the meantime, we will 
retain the streets on a prioritised list for future resurfacing, subject to available funding 
and further utility clearance, and continue to monitor the condition of the road through 
our routine cyclic safety inspections. A recent inspection on Huguenot Drive has 
revealed an uneven and deteriorating footway surface.   It has therefore been 
identified as a candidate for resurfacing and has been included on a priority list for 
promotion from 2022/23 onwards, subject to availability of funding and utility 
clearance. 
 

  When is it planned to resurface Lilac Walk and Linden Walk? Lilac/Hilden Walk have 
been identified as candidates for resurfacing and are included on a priority list for 
promotion from 2022/23 onwards, subject to availability of funding and utility 
clearance. 

 
At the conclusion of the question and answer session the Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Alderman S Martin thanked the DfI Officials for their contribution. 
 
There being no other business for consideration the meeting was terminated at 8.48 pm.
  

 
 
 
             
                     Mayor/Chairperson 
 


