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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Council held in the Island Civic Centre, The 
Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 17th September 2019 at 6.30 pm 
  
PRESENT: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor A Givan 
 
Aldermen A G Ewart MBE, T Morrow, S P Porter and J 
Tinsley 
 
Councillors R T Beckett, R Carlin, D J Craig, A P Ewing, J 
Gallen, O Gawith, A Gowan, M Gregg, M Guy, D 
Honeyford, J Laverty BEM, S Lee, G McCleave, 
C McCready, R McLernon, U Mackin, T Mitchell, Jenny 
Palmer, John Palmer and S Skillen. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
The Chief Executive 
PCSP/Member Services Officer 
Duty Officer 
Member Services Officer 
 
NI Housing Executive  
Mr Clark Bailie, Chief Executive 
Ms Jennifer Hawthorne, Regional Manager, Belfast 
Mr Aengus Hannaway, Principal Officer 
Mr Robin Hawe, Senior Principal Officer 
 
NI Water   
Dr Stephen Blockwell, Head of Investment Management, 
NI Water 
Mark Mitchell, Head of Performance Management, NI 
Water 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
A Givan, welcomed those present to the meeting, including the members of the public 
seated in the public gallery.   
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, requested that all mobile phones 
be switched off or put on silent for the duration of the meeting. The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor A Givan advised Members that an issue with the Council Chamber’s 
PA system had been reported earlier and roving microphones would be in use this 
evening as an alternative.   

 
The Chief Executive outlined the evacuation procedures in the case of an emergency. 
 
At this stage Councillors R Carlin and A P Ewing entered the meeting at 6.40pm. 
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1. Apologies 
 

Apologies for non-attendance at the special meeting were accepted and recorded 
on behalf of the Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy, Aldermen J Baird, W J 
Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, A Grehan and S Martin, Councillor Hon. N Trimble and 
Councillors N Anderson, S Carson, S Eastwood, H Legge, A McIntyre and A 
Swan.  

 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, invited Members to declare 
any Interests they might have in relation to the business of the meeting and 
reminded them of the requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms 
in this regard which had been provided at the meeting. No declarations were 
made.  
 

3. Purpose of Meeting 
 

The special meeting of Council had been convened in order to receive the 
following presentations:- 
 
• NI Housing Executive in respect of their Housing Investment Plan for the 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Area  
• NI Water in respect of their “Developing your Infrastructure for a Healthy 

Economic Future” strategy. 
 
In regard to the presentations, The Right Worshipful the Mayor advised Members 
that both organisations had responded to questions pre-submitted by Members 
and these, along with the PowerPoint presentations and other reports, had been 
uploaded to SharePoint in advance of the meeting. 
 

3.1 NI Housing Executive - Housing Investment Plan for the Lisburn & Castlereagh 
City Council Area  

 
The NI Housing Executive officials entered the meeting at 6.42pm. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, extended a welcome to the 
officials from the Northern Ireland Housing Executive who were in attendance to 
present on their Housing Investment Plan. A copy of the Housing Investment Plan 
for 2019-2023 had been loaded to SharePoint in advance of the Meeting.  
 
Mr Bailie thanked the Council for the opportunity to address the meeting and made 
a presentation in respect of the above. The presentation centred on the following 
areas:- 
 

• The purpose of the Housing Investment Plan;  
• An overview of the Housing Investment Plan; 
• The themed approach which is taken to the Housing Investment Plan; 
• New Building work taking place across the Council area; 
• Housing Executive Investment; 
• Key housing issues including constraints felt by NI Housing Executive; and 
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• Advised Councillors on the work achieved in the last twelve months and the 
next steps in regard to implementing this plan including better alignment of 
the plan with the Council’s Community Plan, 

 
Following the presentation, representatives from the NI Housing Executive 
responded to a number of questions (outlined in the summary below) and those 
queries where additional action was required from the NI Housing Executive has 
been indicated as appropriate: 

 
• Councillor D J Craig asked for an update relating to the redevelopment of 

housing at The Moynes area and when this redevelopment would take 
place, would there be enough local capacity to rehouse those displaced 
during this time.  
 

• Councillor Jenny Palmer raised the potential for minor increases in rents to 
be made allowing additional funding to become available and this would 
assist with the maintenance issues faced by the Housing Executive.  
 

• Councillor S Skillen asked what recourse was available to the NI Housing 
Executive when contractors fail to deliver to either complete properties or 
maintenance on time. Councillor S Skillen took this opportunity to wish Mr 
Hannaway good luck in Belfast and thanked him and his colleague, 
Pamela, for the work undertaken on the 11th July by the NI Housing 
Executive in Castlereagh East.  
 

• Councillor U Mackin asked about housing need across Downshire East 
especially in the Hillhall and Annahilt areas. During the response to this 
question, Mr Hannaway advised that he would ask colleagues to undertake 
an ‘in demand testing’ for the Annahilt area. 
 

• Councillor U Mackin further asked about housing need across the Council 
area and if there was a lack of synergy between the NI Housing Executive 
predictions and those predicted in the Council’s Local Development Plan. 
The NI Housing Executive officials undertook to re-examine these figures 
and respond to the Member with this information. 
 

• Councillor M Gregg asked for information regarding what areas were 
covered in the Castlereagh Urban listing. Mr Hannaway provided data 
regarding to this but undertook to provide the Member with further 
clarification.  

 
• Alderman S P Porter thanked the NI Housing Executive for the work they 

undertake during difficult times.  Alderman S P Porter raised his concerns 
regarding the NI Housing Executive’s selection process used by the 
Housing Associations, which has had an impact on the calibre of people 
being housed within the Lisburn Area and the impact this has had on the 
community.  Alderman S P Porter asked what has been done to alleviate 
these issues. 
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• Councillor Jenny Palmer asked for more information regarding how data 
was being shared between organisations following the introduction of 
GDPR regulations. 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, thanked the officials for their 
attendance and informative presentation and they left the meeting at 7.31pm. 
 
During this presentation and subsequent discussion, Alderman A G Ewart left the 
meeting at 7.12pm and returned at 7.19pm. Councillor U Mackin left the meeting 
at 7.31pm.  
 
The Chief Executive left the meeting at 7.20pm and returned at 7.25pm and then 
left with the officials at 7.31pm and returned before the commencement of the next 
item with the NI Water officials at 7.32pm. 

 
3.2 NI Water - “Developing your Infrastructure for a Healthy Economic Future” 

Strategy  
 
The officials entered the meeting at 7.32pm. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, extended a welcome to the 
officials from NI Water who were in attendance to present their “Developing your 
Infrastructure for a Healthy Economic Future” strategy. The PowerPoint 
presentation was available on SharePoint. 
 
Questions from the Members had been submitted to NI Water prior to the meeting 
and the responses to these questions had been uploaded to SharePoint in 
advance of the meeting. Members were also advised that a drop in session for 
Councillors with the NI Water officials had been arranged to take place 
immediately after this meeting to allow constituent issues to be discussed in more 
detail. 
 
Dr Blockwell thanked the Council for the opportunity to address the meeting and, 
with the aid of PowerPoint, he and Mr Mitchell made their presentation. The 
presentation centred on the following areas:- 
 

• NI Water and its ambitions for Northern Ireland; 
• Strategic issues for water and wastewater infrastructure across NI and 

specifically relating to Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council;  
• Critical nature of funding and how the Council can support NI Water; 
• Images of local towns and villages within the Council area displaying 

capacity issues; and 
• Supporting the Future Economy and Environment. 

 
Following the presentation, representatives from NI Water responded to a number 
of questions, outlined in the summary below: 
 

• Councillor D J Craig raised concerns regarding the number of areas across 
the Council that appear to be either at full capacity or fast approaching full 
capacity or have environmental/operational issues and the potential impact 
that this would have on the Council’s Investment Plan. Councillor D J Craig 
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also sought clarification regarding how information is communicated 
between NI Water and the Council, especially with the Council Planners. He 
further queried how many houses can be built within these areas before a 
development freeze is put into place.  
 

• Councillors T Morrow, U Mackin and D Honeyford raised concerns similar 
to those raised by Councillor D J Craig and asked about the impact that a 
development freeze would have for applications already approved within 
the Council area. 

 
• Councillor M Gregg asked for clarification regarding overflow in the network 

and storms works previously referred to in the presentation. 
 
• Councillor M Guy asked for specific information in respect of what the 

Council can do to assist NI Water, particularly relating to the preferred 
funding model required by NI Water.  

 
• Councillor A P Ewing asked for clarification regarding the underinvestment 

experienced by NI Water and what areas were impacted by this lack of 
funding.  

 
• Councillor D J Craig echoed a number of his concerns previously 

highlighted and asked for further information relating to the response given 
by NI Water to Belfast City Council’s draft Local Development Plan.  

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked the officials for their attendance and their 
informative presentation and reminded Members that the officials from NI Water 
would be available after the meeting to discuss constituency issues.  
 
The officials left the meeting at 8.34pm. 
 
During this presentation and subsequent discussion, Councillor C McCready left 
the meeting at 7.32pm and returned at 7.35pm. Councillor U Mackin returned to 
the meeting at 7.35pm. Alderman A G Ewart, Alderman S P Porter and Councillor 
R T Beckett left the meeting at 7.40pm. Councillor C McCready left the meeting at 
7.52pm. Councillor T Mitchell left the meeting at 7.55pm. Alderman A G Ewart 
returned to the meeting at 8.00pm. Councillor A P Ewing left the meeting at 
8.04pm and returned at 8.07pm. Councillor R McLernon left the meeting at 
8.15pm. 
 
There being no further business special meeting concluded at 8.35pm. 

 
 
 
             
                     Mayor/Chairman 
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